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[bookmark: _Toc148801294]Introduction
Religious ideas have greatly influenced human history and society. This brief study charts its development from primitive animism to the complex, belief systems of the present day. In all of its forms, religion has influenced societies and provided understanding of the human predicament.

[bookmark: _Toc148801295]About religion
The complex cultural phenomena known as religion is made up of a wide variety of customs, beliefs, and rituals all centred on a higher power or powers[footnoteRef:1]. Throughout history, it has played important role in moulding human civilizations and cultures. Offer overview of significant developments in religious philosophy and their impact on several civilizations is given in this article. [1:  Eliade Mircea, Patterns in comparative religion. U of Nebraska Press (2022) <> [accessed 22 October 2023].] 


Animism and Shamanism in Ancient Times
In prehistoric periods, shamanism and animism gave rise to the first religious ideas1. While animism maintained that natural things like plants and animals possessed spiritual essence, shamanism depended on specialised people known as shamans to serve as intermediaries between the human and spirit worlds[footnoteRef:2]. These belief systems formed the basis for later religious manifestations and were essential to hunter-gatherer societies. [2:  Roubekas, Nickolas P., and Robert A. Segal, The Wiley Blackwell companion to the study of religion. (2021) <> [accessed 22 October 2023].] 


Polytheism in Ancient Civilizations 
Several gods ruled different facets of life in the ancient polytheistic systems brought by Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and Rome. The Symbols   were linked to human characteristics, the environment, and social obligations[footnoteRef:3]. These religious traditions included sacrifices, temples, and rituals as essential elements in showing the connection between the gods and human issues. [3: Mikal son, Jon D., Andrej Petrovic, and Ivana Petrovic , Ancient Greek Religion. (2021) <> [accessed 22 October 2023].] 

 
The rise of monotheism signalled a profound change in religious philosophy.  The belief that there is only one transcendent God who made an  agreement  with the Israelites led to the development of Judaism, the first monotheistic religion[footnoteRef:4]. The Abrahamic faiths, Christianity and Islam, emerged later and added unique theological and ethical precepts to their monotheistic foundations. [4: Kubarev V. V. , Chronology of monotheistic religions." 1000 kopii.:p.31. (2019) <> [accessed 22 October 2023].] 


Eastern Religions: Buddhism and Hinduism 
Hinduism and Buddhism, which emerged on the Indian subcontinent in opposition to Abrahamic religions, provide a variety of spiritual and intellectual viewpoints4. Hinduism comprises a wide range pertaining to beliefs as well as practises, such as reincarnation, karma, as well as the quest for moksha, or freedom from the cycle of rebirth. Siddhartha Gautama established Buddhism, which places a crucial emphasis on the Eightfold Path as well as the Four Noble Truths as routes to Nirvana, the highest state of enlightenment4.

Modern and Syncretic Religions
Modern times have seen the emergence of new religious movements and ideologies. These often-combined aspects from many traditions or offered fresh perspectives on those that already existed[footnoteRef:5]. Sikhism, the Baha Faith, and the New Age movement are a few examples, each with its unique set of moral and religious precepts. [5:  Bekmirzaev, Rahmonali Begalievich, Traces Of Archaic Religions In The Modern Way Of Life Of The Peoples Of The Ferghana Valley." The American Journal of Social Science and Education Innovations, p.41-46. (2021) <> [accessed 22 October 2023].] 



[bookmark: _Toc148801296]Conclusion
Religious philosophy has always changed in reaction to advancements in social theory, philosophy, and culture. It has inspired writing, politics, ethics, and the arts, and it has also given rise to a framework for thinking about the world and how humans fit within it. The fact that religion, despite differing interpretations, continues to shape individual identities and global civilizations is evidence of its ongoing significance in the human experience.
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