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In this assignment I will give an overview of virtual learning environment, its impacts, its benefits, negatives and how effective it is. I will be explaining what reasons virtual learning environment is currently being used for at the moment. I will do this by conducting research, both primary and secondary research methods will be used. I will conduct a survey to gain primary research and I will use internet sources to conduct secondary research. This research topic is important due to current situations of the world pandemic many Universities are using VLE to teach students via online methods such as conference calls and online group meetings. Some university’s such as the Open University solely rely on VLE as its only teaching method that they use and there is no in class teaching at all. In this assignment I want to test how effective these methods of teaching actually are. As a student myself I am currently using VLE for my studies. I will be also discussing different functions provided by VLE in this assignment.
In this part of my assignment I will give an overview of virtual learning environment. VLE is a new form of teaching, it is something has been developed for long distance learning or a remote teaching. The core components of VLE are online communication this can be via email, conference calls, online group video calls and webchat. Also includes tracking information for students, links for resources online and information to support students. (Rouse 2011) VLE is currently being used by intuitions due to a number of reasons these core benefits of VLE are: That is lowers classroom administration for lecturers and teachers therefore there is less stress on them and more time for teaching and creating resources. Also, VLE creates an environment where it is easy to track a student’s progress and see how well they are doing with a particular module or topic. Another key benefit for teachers who use VLE is that teachers can use existing resources to create their lesson plans and add to teaching resources. VLE allows communication between students and teachers via online methods therefore, either can be used at home in students and teachers own comfort or be able to learn even on the go this is one of key strengths when it comes to Virtual Learning Environments as its adaptable. Lessons can also be recorded if a student for some reason is not able to join, they can watch a recording of the lesson later on if they want to catch up on content that they have missed. Students are also able to work on their own pace as resources are mostly  online via links and online library’s therefore, students can work around other commitments they may have such as work or childcare. (Samuel 2018) Students will also be able to see their marks and grades online and receive feedback on their work via online methods. Due to high costs of the UK-education system costs for university’s are high compared to other countries. VLE maybe the solution in some situations this is due to the fact that it costs less to teach using VLE therefore intuitions are able to charge less for their courses. An example of this is the Open University most of its courses cost around £6000 a year compared to the £9250 most other UK university’s charge annually for their courses. This is something most students will be thinking about as University’s are not cheap. (Open University) This is especially true for international students as costs are more expensive for them to study in the UK compared to UK students, this can detrimental when it comes to financial commitments.
Like with all other forms of learning VLE does have its disadvantages and weaknesses these range from a number of different issues. One of the main issues with VLE is that if a student for some reason wanted to talk directly to a teacher face to face they will not be able to do so and some students prefer in class teaching compared to online teaching methods such as using a webchat or conference calls. This is due to some students being visual and auditory learners. Another disadvantage to VLE is that some students may not have access to resources such as the good internet connection or the technology to learn online or sub efficient laptops and computers. Students may also get distracted using online methods of learning as they can easily open another browser and get distracted by social media or by friends and family.(Kenworthy, 2016) Some students may not be comfortable with using technology for learning as they might not be familiar with this type of learning and may have not come across it before therefore, it’s a learning curve for students and teachers who have not come across it before. VLE does have its own limitations for example it does not compensate for face to face learning for some students which may not be able to learn via online methods. (Johnson 2019)
There is opportunity’s for Virtual Learning Environments to improve this can be done in the future when technology advances for example there may be a point time teaching can be done via holograms which may solve the disadvantage of not being able to use face to face learning at this currently moment.
University’s which have conducted research on VLE have found several benefits and weaknesses of VLE. One of findings of Becta states students generally find it easier to use IT within an integrated system and that communication channels are vastly increased via email, webchat and discussion rooms. By doing so you are able to justify the selection of your research topic. A case study conducted by Becta determined that students develop more independent learning skills and rely less on teachers this is a key benefit as it makes students more proactive when it comes to their learning. They also concluded students who missed lectures or were absent can catch up more easily than they would be able to if it was face to face learning. The last key information that they concluded was that student were not losing their work as often as resources and work is saved online as to paper format.
Aims and Objectives:
1. The aims and objectives of this essay includes to determine how effective virtual learning environments are for both students and teachers, what benefits and weaknesses they have for both as well as to conclude what opportunity’s there is for virtual learning environments to improve.
2. Another intended step that I will be taking to investigate virtual learning environments is conducting primary and secondary research to see what students, experts and teachers have to say about VLE and what they think thus so far of VLE.
3. My last objective is to conduct my own research by creating a questionnaire and having students to answer questions so I can draw my own research and conclusions from students at the University of Wales St Trinity David and see what they think about the integrated system we currently use for learning.
Methodology:
I will now be discussing the methodology I used to conduct my own very own research in regard to Virtual Learning Environment. I have created a questionnaire which I handed out to students in my campus to see what they think of the integrated system we use for virtual learning environment. The most appropriate primary research I found was questionnaires as I can compare data to see what students agreed on and disagreed on. I also have conducted interviews with students after they completed their questionnaires and asked them why they gave certain answers as you can only draw so much from quantitative data. I have created graphs to project the data I have found, and I will be discussing the results after attaching a graph. I interviewed and handed out the questionnaire to students who study at the oval campus of University of Wales St Trinity David. I received data from 10 students who completed the questionnaire and I interviewed 2 of them. I selected the participates of the questionnaire randomly I done this by selecting students I did not know and who were not from my class to keep the results accurate. The first questions I asked where relating to gender and age of the students. I asked the students if they face in difficulty’s using Moodle as well asking if they felt discouraged by having difficulty’s using Moodle. At the end of the questionnaire I asked the students if they would recommend Moodle and if there are any improvements, they can think about that can made to improve the service of Moodle.




Questionnaire:
Tahmid Shahriyar
Please Circle your answers below
1, What is your gender?
F/M  
2, Which age category do you fit into?
A, 18 - 25
B, 25 – 30
C, 30 +

2, Did you face any difficulty’s using Moodle at any given point? 
A, Yes
B, No

3, If you answered Yes to question 3 Did you feel discouraged when you faced difficulty’s?
A, Yes
B, No

4, Would you say you received effective training on how to use Moodle?
A, Yes 
B, No

5, Do you think using Moodle compared to in class learning effected your learning?
A, Yes
B, No

6, From your experience using Moodle what would you say on the ease of use of Moodle?
A, Excellent
B, Mediocre 
C, Poor

7, Thinking of the quality of learning you have received from Moodle how good would you rate the quality out of 10?
Answer between 1-10
__
8, Would you recommend Moodle to other University’s or students?
A, highly recommend
B, Recommend 
C, would not recommend
D, highly not recommend

9, Would you say there are improvements that can be made to Moodle?
A, Yes
B, No

10, If you answered Yes to the 10 can you please explain what improvements you would recommend?


Results of questionnaire:
For question 1, there was 7 males and 3 females.
For question 2, 3 people were aged 18- 25 and 7 people where over the age of 30.
For question 3, only three people said yes.
For question 4, 8 people said yes 2 people said no.
For question 5, 8 students said yes 2 said no.
For question 6, 6 people answered excellent, 2 answered mediocre and 2 answered poor.
For question 7, four students answered below 5 and 6 answered above 5.
For question 8, 7 students would recommend Moodle and 3 students would not recommend Moodle.
For question 9, 7 answered yes and 3 answered no.
For question 10, 7 people gave their improvements for Moodle.
I have created a bar chart for the Yes and No questions blue bars are for those students who answered Yes to the above questions and orange bars are the students who answered no.

From my research I have determined most students are comfortable with Moodle and did not face difficulty’s using the system. 8 out ten students agreed they received effective training on how to use Moodle and know how to use it effectively. Most students did agree that Moodle has impacted their learning however as this was a yes or no question the results do not determine if they were negatively or positively impacted therefore this is something which I will need to change next time I do a questionnaire. Most students found it easy using Moodle only a few students did not find it easy. Most students would recommend Moodle to other university’s and students. 7 people listed the improvements that they would like to see out of these 7, 5 of the agreed that the layout should be improved to make it easier to use.  Other improvement listed included having more resources available and live chat which can be used to get into contact with course leaders and lecturers.
In conclusion I have discussed the background of virtual learning environments and how effective it is from my own experience, secondary research and primary research which was done via a questionnaire. I have discussed the methodology I used to conduct my primary research. I have also discussed the results of my findings which are displayed through graph as well as being explained. There are few improvements from my findings which students would recommend most of which want to see a live chat added to Moodle as the main improvement. I have also found most students find it easy to use and are comfortable using Moodle, and are comfortable using VLE.
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