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	Aim/Amcan:
For my independent project I will be researching into the different theologies that surround the problem of God’s presence during the Holocaust. Due to the atrocities of the holocaust many Jewish people wondered, where was God? The Jewish idea surrounding God is that It is an all mighty being, so this makes it difficult to understand why the Holocaust was not stopped by God, or why Gods presence was not felt during this time. I will be analysing the work of Emil Fackenheim and the argument he puts forward of the 614th Commandment. I will then determine how this may offer the best solution to the problem of God’s presence during the Holocaust. I will be looking at criticism of his argument as well as the work of other major theologians such as, Richard Rubenstein and Ignaz Maybaum. In order to reach an unbiased conclusion for my question.




	Methodology/Methodoleg:
The literature I will be looking at is mainly around the work of Emil Fackenheim, Richard Rubenstein and Ignaz Maybaum. 
· Their work contributes to the problem of God’s presence during the holocaust, with focus on God’s absence during this time.
· When looking at the literature I will be focusing on the main points of their theories, In particular, what they say about Gods presence during the holocaust and then assessing how well each argument gives a solution to the problem.
· Finally, I will compare their works to the major work of Fackenheim to determine whether his argument offers the best solution to the problem of God’s presence during the Holocaust.
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	Main theories/Prif ddamcaniaethau:
Emil Fackenheim’s main argument is that it is a sacred obligation to remember those who were murdered during the Holocaust and that Hitler should not be awarded a Posthumous victory. By this he means that when one remembers the Holocaust it is not remembered as the extermination of Jews but as a unique event and the survival of Jewish faith. This is achieved by continuing to practise Judaism and accepting one’s outward Jewish identity. It is believed that the 614th commandment was revealed by God in Auschwitz.  
Richard Rubinstein’s main argument is that God died during the Holocaust. By this he meant the idea of a supernatural God being both omnipotent and beneficent, could no longer exist due to the extremity of the Nazi death camps. He believed after experiencing mass murder it is important to recognise the value of Jewish tradition. He strongly agreed that Jews were still able to find spiritual vitality, even with the death of God, through observing the symbolic nature of sacrifice and understanding the liturgy behind it,  to gain deeper knowledge of the importance of strength within the community and observance of the Jewish faith. 
Ignaz Maybaum offers an alternative view. He believes that the Jewish people that suffered during the holocaust were the chosen people, and that they suffered for the sin of the world. He states those who survived the holocaust are the remnant, and that they must now change their ways and become more devoted to God. His theory involves the idea that Hitler was being used as an instrument of God. By this he means that through Hitler God brought about a cleanse of sin to purify the world. From this one can see how his theory argues a different solution compared to the two above. By offering a sense of purpose for the holocaust, in that it was not just a mass murder that God ignored but rather a purification for the sins of the world.
My theory is that Fackenheim offers the best solution to the question of, where was God during the Holocaust? I believe this because his argument is based upon the rehabilitation of the Jewish people that survived, and that their focus should be the continuation of the Jewish faith instead of asking the question that cannot be answered. This question being; where was God? 
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