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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

Policing incidents involving vulnerability are not uncommon, whether responding to incidents of crime or addressing various degrees of anti-social behaviour. The college of policing defines vulnerability as;

“This states that a person is vulnerable if, as a result of their situation or circumstances, they are unable to take care of or protect themselves or others from harm or exploitation” (College of Policing)

 Police officers, and more often than not, response officers who are first on the scene, find themselves at the forefront of situations involving individuals suffering from a significant degree of distress and vulnerability. 
At this stage it cannot be overstated just how significant developing and using appropriate techniques and strategies to support and manage those individuals who are vulnerable and unable to look after themselves. 
This essay aims to look into a policing incident wherein I played a substantial role in assisting a victim of crime, looking into and evaluating various strategies and options that were open to me in order to support the individual at risk of harm.	
  	(FINISH INTRODUCTION)

The policing incident I would like to discuss is an incident involving the stalking of a female by her partner. Neither parties were living together and the female had a 13 year old child that was living with her from a previous relationship. 	The incident first came to light when the female was having electrical work done within her house. The electrician made her aware that one of the devices that was plugged in in her bedroom was in fact a listening device. At first the victim chose to believe that this must have been a mistake, and that the electrician must have made a mistake. We can see her the start of vulnerability upon this victim. She is making a decision to ignore what appears to be the obvious situation and put herself at risk. This may have initially been for a number of reason including the fear of being left on her own or the risk of continuing to raise a 13-year-old child on her own. Nonetheless at this point both her and her child were vulnerable and at risk of danger from the subject. 
At this point police were unaware of the situation and as such no measures were able to be put in place to safeguard the victim and her daughter. 
A number of days later the victim received a text message from the subject stating that he assumed she had found the listening and was very sorry that he had installed. He stated that he had only installed them as he was concerned about her daughter self-harming due to her recent mood swings. At this point I believe the victim was very aware of the risk to her and her daughter with the subject having admitted it to her via text and has made the call to the police to report the incident. 
Being first on the scene I was able to provide reassurance to the victim that she had done the right thing by calling us and that we would do everything we could in order to ensure she and her daughter were going to stay safe. The victim provided me with the device that had been found as well as providing a positive statement of complaint. The victim told me that she didn’t feel comfortable in her own home and was going to go and stay with her mother. I advised the victim that we would be able to conduct a thorough search of the address to ensure no other such devices were present in the home. She was exceptionally grateful for this and i believe that without this option she may not have ever felt comfortable in her home again. 
With the device now in possession of the police I was able to send it off to the cyber unit and confirm that the device was in fact a covert listening device. I was able to confirm that the mobile number that had been accessing it was that of the subject. 
With a crime having taken place and evidence linking the male I have made arrest attempts and discovered that the subject was actually living a double life and was married with three children of his own with neither female knowing about the existence of the other. 
At this point a decision had to be made about whether the current wife was at risk due to the behaviour of the male. After looking at this history and background it was decided that at present there was no direct risk posed to the wife of the male. It is also worth noting that due to the fact the male was over 18 I had no power to tell the wife about her husband's double life.  However, if new circumstances came to light then it might have become necessary to tell the wife in order to properly safe-guard her. 
I believe that the subject was aware that the police were looking for him and as such eluded arrest attempts for a number of days. Within this time a thorough search of the victim's house was conducted with no further devices found. I also advised the victim that we were able to conduct a thorough search of her car if she would allow us to ensure there were no tracking devices in the car. She once again thanked us for this option. There we no devices found on or within the car. 
I advised the victim of this but stated that as the subject was still outstanding if possible, it would be safer for her to stay at her friends address which she was all to happy to do. I suggested this to ensure the subject would not be able to find the victim. Studies have shown that 

76% of women murdered by an intimate partner were stalked first,  - QUOTE

I wanted to ensure that the victim and her daughter were safe. 

After a number of days, arrest attempts were successful, and the male was brought into custody. At this point I sought authorisation from the inspector in order to conduct a number of Section 18 searches at his home address (That of his wife) and the address he had given to the custody Sargent upon being booked in (That of his mother). Searches were sought because at this stage of the investigation to seek evidence of any other devices as well as to find any evidence of recordings that may have been taken from the victim's house and potentially any other victims that may have not been identified. 
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Task 2




Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:
	Domestic Abuse stands as a profound issue with far-reaching consequences. As response officers our role in dealing with domestic instances should not be overstated. This essay aims to critically assess the challenges encountered by response officers when attending domestic abuse incidents whilst examining the strategies developed to navigate and effectively intervene and put a stop to these complex and often volatile situations. When it comes to those involved in domestic incidents often times it is response officers who initially need to not only recognize that offenses are occurring but then immediately safeguard, ensure that the victim remains confident in the system as well as provide an outcome that protects and satisfies the victim. 
	The incident that I would like to discuss was a domestic incident involving the victim being subject to stalking and harassment with fear of violence. I did not attend the initial and it was passed over to me from another shift. The victim had split up with her ex-partner six months prior to her first call to the police. Since the breakup she had then been subject to ongoing harassment and stalking with the perpetrator turning up to her house multiple times a week, continuously calling her, turning up to her work and following her whilst she was driving. One instance of this involved him throwing things out of his car at her car. Clearly a terrifying experience.
Unfortunately, on this occasion, the incident was sent over incorrectly, and I was not made aware of the incident until a month after the victim had reported it. This should not have been allowed to happen and it meant the victim was already lacking in confidence about the response of the police. By the time I was able to speak to the victim she no longer wanted to engage with police action. This lack of victim engagement and confidence in the police for victims of domestic abuse is an ongoing epidemic and one that forces around the country are working to remedy (Topping, A,. 2001). I have tried to build a rapport with the victim which she appreciated but owing to the amount of time that had passed without contact for her ex she decided that she just wanted the whole issue dropped. She did not want to risk her ex-partner thinking about her again and potentially restarting the stalking. She believed the issue was dealt with. I informed the victim of Gwent’s Positive Action policy when it came to domestic incidents (College of Policing,. 2015b). 
	Positive Action when it comes to domestic incidents is an area of debate within the police now. Positive Action in this case usually refers to the police’s need to arrest a domestic perpetrator regardless of whether there is a positive statement and regardless of any likelihood of the case reaching court. Sometimes a simple separation can be justified however, it often becomes harder to justify not arresting a perpetrator than it does to simply arrest them. This in turn reduces the discretion that the police have. Immediate safeguarding is effectively achieved by an immediate arrest however, if victims are not wanting action it may in turn led them to be less likely to phone police in the future as their wishes are not being adhered to by response officers. 
	Whilst looking back at the domestic incident I dealt with I felt I was able to justify not taking immediate action. The couple were no longer lived together and according to the victim they had not had contact with each other for around a month. With her fear of incidents restarting if her ex-partner knew the police were involved, I felt like I may have inadvertently made the situation worse rather than improved it for the victim. As such I communicated this to my Sargent and stated that the voice of the victim in this case was that they did not want us to be involved. My Sargent agreed and after giving extensive safety advice to the victim I told her our involvement would be no more but to contact us if her ex-partner came back on the scene. 
	I believed that this was going to be the last heard from the victim concerning this incident however, a month later I received a message that the perpetrator was back in contact with the victim. To avoid a delay as she had previously experienced, I made sure to visit her straight away. She disclosed to me that the conversation and interactions with her ex-partner had never really stopped but she felt like she was managing to control the situation. She had felt like by keeping her ex as a friendly face and allowing him into her life she was able to maintain control and thus keep the negative interactions to a minimum. She had created her own safety measures in order to keep herself safe. This practice is common among domestic abuse survivors and is a way for them so maintain control as best they can (REFERENCE FOR SAFETY PLAN?)
The victim in this case had continued this way of life until the interactions had gotten too much for her and she felt she was no longer able to cope with the situation on her own. She had told her ex-partner that she no longer wanted him in her life after she had recognized the way he was trying to manipulate her into spending more and more time with him and starting to try and restart their previous relationship. Her ex-partner had refused to accept this information and had restarted his previous behavior i.e. turning up unannounced to her home, and her work, and continuing to call her multiple times a day. I had a conversation with the victim and spoke to her regarding how she had previously dealt with the situation and the failure long term to manage it. She agreed that further action would need to be taken and decided that she wanted to fully support police action. I informed her that I would be immediately looking to arrest her ex-partner and interview him in relation to the offenses he had allegedly committed. As her ex-partner worked away for long periods of time I knew this process may take a while and due to my concern that the victim might disengage again, I have informed her about a Stalking Protecting Order (SPO). 
	This would act as a restraining order and give the victim a number of protections even if in-court proceedings did not take place in relation to the stalking offenses. I have completed a stalking checklist alongside the other relevant paperwork required to pursue an SPO. I have also completed a Charter application which would enable me to prove at court that the withheld numbers that were calling the victim multiple times a day were in fact that of her ex.
 I then began arrest attempts at the only known address of the perpetrator which was his parent's address. 

	I have got to know his parents quite well during these encounters and they have continually told me that they would be passing on the message that the police were looking for him. 
	During these arrest attempts, I have continually tried to engage with the victim so that she was aware of exactly what I was doing and my plans moving forward. This was done in an attempt to ensure that she always knew we were working towards the goal of arresting him and getting her safe in relation to her ex. 
	After around 3 weeks and attending the parent's address multiple times, I have received a call from an unknown number and was made aware that the male on the phone was the male I was looking for in relation to the stalking offences. I have informed him that I was looking for him and that I was looking to arrest him concerning offenses against his ex. I made the decision here to tell him exactly why I wanted to arrest him with the sole plan of making him stop his behaviour. I decided that even if I was unable to find him for the next few months, I wanted him to know that his behaviour was now on the radar of the police and that continued behaviour of this nature would not be tolerated. This initially worked but unfortunately, I was made aware two weeks later by the victim that her ex was once again calling her from a withheld number. 
	Charter work had come back at this point and had categorically proved that her ex was in fact the one that was calling her multiple times a day. 
	I arranged with the perpetrator for him to come in on three separate occasions and each and every time he canceled on me claiming to have just been called to a new job somewhere around the country. The perpetrator was exceptionally apologetic and I had a sense that he was trying to manipulate me and control the situation himself even down to when he would be arrested. 
	By the time I eventually managed to arrest the perpetrator the occurrence had been ongoing for seven months from start to finish and the evidence against him was overwhelming. I had continually engaged with the victim and she was very grateful throughout the whole process for my continued contact and my want to get it sorted for her.	
	During the arrest of the perpetrator, he maintained his very pleasant composure being very polite and compliant during the whole process. I was able to see how manipulative he was capable of being when during interview the façade dropped. When presented with a plethora of videos showing him attending his ex’s address, a report showing over 700 phone calls in a three month span made from his phone to his ex’s and the statements made by his ex he became quite angry I believe only then realises that he was no longer in control of the situation. He refused to watch any videos and at one point tried to storm out of the interview. 
	After the interview, I completed a remand file due to my fear that if I was to let the male go with bail conditions the victim would once again be continually hounded by her ex and due to him working away I doubted that he would attend court. The male was remanded and sent to court the following morning. He was pled guilty to all offenses and received a 28-week suspended sentence, a number of hours of community service as well as a domestic perpetrator rehabilitation course.. He also received a restraining order that was going to be in place for two years. 
	I was initially exceptionally disappointed that after putting his ex-partner through everything he did he did not receive a custodial sentence. However, on reflection, I realized that a court-issued restraining order provided the victim, in theory, with the same protections as a custodial sentence would. The rehabilitation course would also hopefully mean that nobody would have to go through what the victim went through with him again. 
	In conclusion, there were many challenges that I faced when dealing with this domestic incident from lack of engagement to struggling to locate the offender. I feel like my continued conversations with the victim allowed them to feel like they had not been forgotten about and, that although the process was taking some time it would eventually be dealt with. This I feel was paramount in getting this incident dealt with and I feel like had my communication now been as good as it was with the victim she may have withdrawn her complaint again and this cycle may have still be occurring.

WORD COUNT - 1948
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Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

Regarding community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 
















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence roles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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