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Introduction

The Virtual Learning Environment refers to the form learning that employs the application of computers the internet inside and outside the facilities of an educational organization. The process of instruction typically takes place on an online environment. Normally virtual learning is effected by learning management systems which are online storage, and learning repository systems with the function of effecting and tracking online learning initiatives. Virtual learning has multiple effects which include enabling the learning of new skills without having to travel to distant locations to complete the learning modules. 
The learning management system (LMS) are automated storage, and online learning repository system with the function of initiating, and tracking online learning initiative. Within a typical setting the assets are uploaded to the systems of learning management database (Pappas, 2020). This uploading makes them easily available to learners on remote servers. The LMS offer the enhanced capacity to conduct self-hosted learning through their computer hard drives via password secured access to the company’s servers.  There are different types of learning management systems these include, cloud-based, and open-source learning management systems. 
	The LMS would have multiple potential applications in the work place for instance, if it is a cloud-based LMS there are no additional installation costs attached to the application of the software. This aspect would make it easier to use the software, and derive the required benefits from its application (Pappas, 2020). These systems would aid in offering digital storage repositories at no minimal additional costs this means that they are budget friendly, and would aid to limit losses for the companies employing them.
Rationale
	The rationale behind the impact of the application of virtual learning is that it will aid in enhancing the mode of learning for the students by making it easier, and more convenient for the learners to complete their education without the hustle of having to go to school in the typical mode. It can be stated that by conducting online classes one can be able to complete the learning modules in time, and get the most out of their education. It can be deduced that online learning is cheaper, and less time intensive as compared to having to go to class in a typical college.
	The fact that the university is organized is a crucial aspect that will aid the students to complete their education within a short time without delays due to a disorderly system. The items that can be gained through this system, include the rapid, and comprehensive completion of the course material in a professional, and efficient way. The environment is free from corruption and different forms of abuse of power by the staff, and student’s body which is vital for the prospective student’s to complete their education without distractions, and delay. The virtual learning environment would aid in enhancing the learning experience for students by making it easier for them to access the education they need to further their careers. It can be presumed that the virtual environment would be free from the societal ills of prejudice, corruption, discrimination, and abuse of power that derails the education of most students. 
Objectives
The objective of this report is to conduct a complete analysis of the impact of the virtual learning environment on the learner. The report will aim to conduct a theoretical, and conceptual analysis of the virtual learning environment and the impact that this environment has on the learner. The theoretical framework refers to the definitions, concepts, and references to complementary academic publications, and theories in existence that are employed in the study in question. The theoretic framework in this case was the Secondary data analysis. The conceptual framework denotes the scholar’s creation of literature on the most fitting way to explain a particular phenomenon. The conceptual framework in this case was the primary data analysis. 
The theoretical framework can be described as the most engaging part of a dissertation. More so, when it comes to selecting the most fitting theoretical notions that would guide your thesis. Often this task is an arduous undertaking that requires a keen intellect and accurate comprehension to select the best theories for your work. The theoretical framework refers to the primary basis upon which all knowledge is structured for a particular study. It functions as the support and foundation for the reasoning and understanding of one’s study.
On the other hand, the conceptual framework refers to the author’s deductions and suppositions that are based on the predetermined notions from other scholars and researchers. An example of the theoretical concepts includes the feminist theory, which includes the principles and suppositions on gender issues such as discrimination. The conceptual framework example includes a hypothesis on the subject of gender socialization within the field of education (Ravitch & Carl, 2016). Therefore, it can be reiterated that theoretical framework aid in guiding the formulation of conceptual frameworks that make up qualitative research. 
There are multiple similarities concerning the conceptual and theoretical framework. The similarities include the conceptual framework is based upon the fundamental notions and suppositions of the theoretical framework. It employs similar notions and understanding as the theoretical framework but involves the author’s suppositions and core structure into the general format and structure of the study (Ravitch & Carl, 2016). Therefore the conceptual framework is similar to the theoretical framework in that they contain the same notions and basic understanding with minimal or no contradiction based on the nature of the research question. 
Consequently, it can be stated that the objective of this report is to analyse the impact that the virtual learning environment has on the quality of education of the students. Furthermore, based on the theoretical and conceptual analysis it shall aim to deduce the impact that online learning has on the education sector in general and to the key stakeholders involved. The report shall aim to comprehend the effect that online learning environment has on infusing the knowledge and instruction in more efficient ways. This is to be achieved with minimal wastes in terms of time and resources that could ultimately derail the progress of the student. 
Methodology
	The study investigated a group of twenty students using a virtual learning interface or a learning management system. The goal was to create a case study approach which enabled one to scale down the sample size to a conducive number of students. It can be stated that the case study is an acceptable research strategy when in-depth, holistic investigation is required which would allow for an amalgamation of methods approach in the process of data gathering while keeping in mind the goal of the investigation.  The focus of the investigation being the impact that the virtual learning environment would have on quality of education of the student.
	 The study involved the group of twenty students attending two classes on a preselected subject, which comprised of a typical class-setting learning environment, and a virtual learning environment class. The aim was to investigate the learning outcomes from both classes, and to comprehend which mode of learning offers the most conducive outcomes. The study involved the use of questionnaires that were passed around anonymously, after a timeframe of two weeks the students were required to carry out the same knowledge questionnaire to determine the rate of retention among the students. 
Primary Data Analysis
Questionnaire on Typical class attendance vs Virtual Learning Environment attendance
1. Attended Typical Class-setting Module
                  Yes                       No
2. Retention rate after attending class
                  Pass                      Fail
3. Attended Virtual Learning Environment Module
                  Yes                       No
4. Retention rate after attending module
                          Pass                      Fail

The same procedure was then repeated after two weeks with the difference of the students’ only seating for performance assessment to gauge their retention rate from both modules.
Primary data refers to the data that is collected by the investigator himself/herself for a unique function. The results from the study indicated a moderate positive correlation between the number of times a student used VLE platform, and the final grade the student had in the subject which was represented by the retention rate of the student. The results indicated that the higher the frequency of attending the VLE classes the occurrence of improved grades among the students. 
Based on the results from the questionnaire which employed a positive correlation was noted between the frequency of attending VLE classes, and the grade of the student. It can be stated that the difference between the noted outcomes from typical class attendance, and VLE class attendance were that there were was a slight variation in the grades of the student using the normal class setting, and the VLE setting this suggested that there was a significant indication that suggested student preference favoured improved learning outcomes on different modules. 


Secondary Data Analysis
	Secondary data refers to data that has been collected by a different person with a different function but used by the researcher for a unique purpose. The results from the secondary data analysis sourced data from different studies which were namely, a study by Demian & Morrice, (2012). The study investigated the correlation between VLE resource views, and the final marks for the Design project module marks. The study employed two tests the Spearman’s Rank-Order Correlation Coefficients and Pearson’s Product-Moment Correlation Coefficients. 
	The Spearman’s Rank-Order Correlation Coefficient indicated a weak positive correlation between the number of views of VLE resources, and the final marks for the Design project module marks. A value of 1 suggested a strong positive correlation between the two variables, -1 a strong negative correlation and 0 no correlation (Demian, & Morrice, 2012). The secondary data results suggested minimal improvement in the grade of students as a result of viewing the VLE resources. The value sourced from the study was 0.248 which suggested a slight positive correlation between the VLE resource views and the final marks of the students. 
	The Pearson’s product-moment correlation coefficients were calculated to test whether the correlations were linear. The Pearson’s coefficients indicated similar relationships with a minimal positive correlation of 0.238 for the design project (Demian, & Morrice, 2012). Consequently it can be deduced from the analysis there is a minimal correlation between the number of VLE resource views and the grades of the students tested. 
Conclusion 
	In conclusion, the Virtual Learning Environment availed by Learning management system have the enhanced capacity of offering online storage repositories that aid in offering online learning modules readily for the learners on remote servers in diverse locations. They have multiple benefits such as offering automated non-manual storage repository systems for online learning and minimize the operational expenditures in the case of cloud-based LMS platforms that lack additional installation charges. Based on the findings from the study the impact of the application of VLE modules on the grades of the students may vary based on student preference from the analysis of the primary data. In contrast the secondary data analysis indicated a minimal link between the number of VLE resource views, and the grade of the students tested. 
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