



A Journal review on “Pre-sentence reports, magisterial discourse and agency in the Youth Courts in England and Wales” by Jo Phoenix Durham University, UK.
This review on the journal will use the SWOT analysis which stands for Strength, Weakness, Opportunities and Threats. The journal will have some mixed views on this type of topic which the Youth Justice Services.  
The Abstract of this journal is clear on what the researcher wants to set and do which is to interview people in the youth court system, it will be looking at strategies, the technologies. The complex relationship they have with an authoritative organization. The article also explains how the youth courts in England and wales have a hard with choice making on youth justice policies. The strength of Abstract is it is short and gives a decent amount of information on what the writer wants to give us to make us interested that we would carry on reading. A weakness of the Abstract is that the word is close together which makes it hard to read some times; it is a good idea to make the sure spacing of the words is nicely done so people can read it better this would be a great opportunity for the writer to follow. A threat is the writer might lose readers as some people may find it hard to read. 
The introduction for the journal had good key information about the topic the writer is talking, for example, the writer explains how Youth Court System in England and Wales base their decision on risk assessment form and theories on the person if they are a risk or not to the public in the community. It’s also stated about the Crime and Disorder act 1998 and what role its to play with the Youth courts in England and Wales The introduction mentioned how it is going be layout the work, for example, the journal will be split into four main parts which the two will be about the methodological and the other two are about analytical document involving the research project that the writer is taking part. The strength of the introduction is the writer slowly indicates the topic to the reader by giving a brief history of the subject they are going to read and why they want to carry this research in the first place, it explains how the research is going to spit up into different area as well. The weakness of the intro was trying to understand what the writer for example when he has split the work into four main areas then said he was splitting it into two sections which was very confusing for the readers as it should be done four parts than split it up into four main parts of the research instead of two sections. An opportunity the writer could have done is to add more word count to the intro as some readers might find a brief read and would want a variety amount of material before moving into the main body of the topic; however, some reader might find a respectable amount of information this just an opportunity the author had. The threats the writer would face some readers might find it hard to understand the writer for example in one part of the intro they use “(N=13)” this might confuse the reader as may not understand what this means in their work. 
The author Methodology informs us how she going to carry out their research for this subject matter, for example, she will be interviewing members of the Youth Services team, members of the police e.g. the Chief Superintendent of Haverset police force and many more other services that are linked to Youth Justices services. Another pointed is that she has informed members of 13 youth courts to let them on what she is carrying out to do with her researcher. A strength of the Methodology is that she has explained to the readers on how the work will be carried she also informed people she is interviewing about the investigation this means if the interviewer felt uncomfortable about it they could say no. A weakness of this Methodology is that the author has not stated that this is first-hand research at all, for example, she will be using a first-hand research method of interviews; she should explain what type of theory she was going to use as well to carry out the information (Driscoll, 2011). However, she did point what method of research she was going to use e.g. the interviews. AN prospect she could have used is to explain to readers what theory will be linked to the theory. A threat is some Magistrates did not understand what the research was on about could not answers some of the questions. This could have affected her work she may not get the answers she wanted.
The main findings of Magistrates’ discourse talk about decision making and how some of the Magistrates find it hard to decide on young people e.g. should they be sent to a youth prison, this magistrate said this “We just follow procedures. You have got the offence. You have got the entry point. You have then got the aggravating and mitigating factors as far as the offence is concerned and then you have got the aggravating and mitigating factors as far as the offender is concerned. So, you have got that logical process. There are no real decisions to make” (Phoenix, 2010). It is hard to decide however the government have stated on the website that Magistrates must be able to decide on a viewpoint (Home Office, 2020).
 A strength of the writer findings is she has a wide range of people views on the subject matter, which is good as there will be different views and what should be done on the issue. A weakness of the is that journal only has the view on the Magistrates and no one’s else who works in the Youth Justice e.g. the police force, Youth Service teams. An opportunity the writer could have had more people in their interviews on the subject matter, for example, more police offices and Youth Services team members and see what their viewpoint which would have given the researcher more data on the subject. A threat of the main findings is it can be vied as biased as its main data is based off the magistrates of the Youth courts. 
In conclusion the journal is written well in some areas of the subject; the journal shows how the Youth Courts work in Wales and England how decision making is done  about the decision making within the youth courts, another thing about the journal is highlight key issues such as the relationship it has with other services  like the police services and the Courts; Jo Phoenix   has done well to show the problems and explain how she was going to carry out the research. However there some areas she could have worked on in the journal. 

Refences 
Driscoll,D (2011) 'Introduction to Primary Research: Observations, Surveys, and Interviews', Writing Spaces: Readings on Writing, 2(), pp. 153-173 [Online]. Available at: http://writingspaces.org/sites/default/files/driscoll--introduction-to-primary-research.pdf  (Accessed: 12th June 2020).
Home Office (2020) Become a magistrate, Available at: https://www.gov.uk/become-magistrate/can-you-be-a-magistrate  (Accessed: 12th June 2020).
Phoenix,J (2010) Pre-sentence reports, magisterial discourse and agency in the Youth Courts in England and Wales, Available at: file:///C:/Users/Elis/Downloads/magistrates%20youth%20justice.pdf  (Accessed: 12th June ).




Table of Contents
Introduction	2
Findings	2
Conclusion	4
Recommendations	5
References	6




[bookmark: _Toc42886757]Introduction
The main aim of the youth justice is to work alongside troubling children who are likely to an offender or are going to offend; youth justice work alongside the police services and court system to make sure the children wellbeing is safe (Youth Justice centre,2015). To have an understanding about youth justice we must look at the history of Youth justice system; in 1792 The Royal Philanthropic Society opens a centre in the UK which aimed to make sure children did not up to going aboard for their crime. In 1847 a new act called “Juvenile Offenders Act” which aimed was the first piece of legislation to help children who were in trouble; this act made sure children were let off lightly for their crimes. In 1854 the Youthful Offenders Act came out which allowed the courts to change anyone who was under the age of 16 with their crimes but had to server 14 days in prison (Beyond Youth Custody, 2020). After a few years, there were some changes with how children should be dealt with within the court system. This report will be reviewing the module of the Criminal Justice System, Youth Justice and Prison Systems in England and Wales, which was taught by Dr Claudine Young. The review will examine two areas of the module lectures. The first area looks at the court system and how they function; the second area will be about victim support. The report includes the history of each topic and how they work in today’s modern society; besides, there is a SWOT analysis which reviews each of the lectures.    
[bookmark: _Toc42886758]Findings
Broken Glasses Theory
[bookmark: _Hlk42876629]The Broken Glasses Theory was brought out by James Wilson and George Kelling in 1982; the theory states that visible signs of Aint Social Behaviour and Disorder will cause further crime down the line (McKee, 2018). The reason why this theory is linked with the Youth justice services is that the child who is in an environment involving crime and disorder behaviour will likely affect the child shortly. This why Youth Services/Youth Justice and the police will try their best that the child will not turn out to be an offender or to offender again. 
 This interesting as someone who studies we only studied how the police services only used the break glass policy as zero-tolerance policy in policing; was great to learn how broken glass theory is linked to children in a different way instead of the police services. 



The Crime and Disorder Act 1998
The current for Youth Justice is called “The Crime and Disorder Act 1998” this layout for requests for youth justice teams, another act that works with this legislation is the “Powers of Criminal Courts Act 2000” which Penalize the person for their crime (Home Office, 2019).
 The strength of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 is that other act can work alongside with for example it works alongside the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 under section 34 of this act says if the police officers arrest a child or young adult they must take them to a local authority housing instead of the police station. Another act that works with current legislation is the Children Act 2004, says that all local partners, like the police servicers, NHS, Youth servicers, Youth Justice all must share information about a child to help to improve their wellbeing (Local Government, 2018). This shows how the act uses other acts to strength itself and to make sure other services all work together to make sure that the child is projected even if they have broken the law.
The Crime and Disorder act 1998 weakness is that no longer works in the sense that crime has not been reduced over the years it was brought been its a layout for the local government to follow on how to deal with crime in their area; for example, back in 2018 in a BBC article, it stated that more than 1000 children are convicted of crime over the past 5 years (BBC News,2018). This shows how the Crime and Disorder act 1998 is failing has more children are committing crime compared the last couple of years. 
The opportunity the act could do is remove parenting orders as the only thing the parents needs to do is show to make sure their child attends to get is ASBO, this is pointless depending on the child age as the child should be responsible for attending to get their ASBO (Edge Hill University, 2020). This is an opportunity as a parent only really needs to attend to see their child/ young adult get their ABSO and in some way the child should be the only one to get it, it is understandable why a parent might need to be there to see that they collect the ASBO. 
A threat of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 is there have been some cases where services have failed to protect the child; in South Wales and Western Bay, one of the staff members said that a lot of children are at high risk to commit a crime due to the lack of staff looking over them, poorly managed, lack of train in one case a youth justice worker did not know that a child was able to gain access to the dark web  (BBC News, 2019). This does show the lack of training, understaffing and poor managed are causing problems now and is a threat to the Youth Justice services; however, to point out this likely caused to budgets cuts over the past 10 years. 
This has taught me how the act all works together, and each is linked to deal with the subject, for example, I never knew in PACE 1984 that section 37 is about how the police service needs to take care of the child that they have arrested I thought they would need to go police station instead of a local government building. 
Age Criminal Responsibility
[bookmark: _Hlk42876688]A big issue of the Youth Justice Services is dealing with at the moment is the Age Criminal Responsibility at the moment in the age is 10 years old in the UK many MPs and public members believe that the age of 10 years old is too young for the person as they want to be raised to higher as they believe that if the child makes a mistake it should not come back and hunt them in the future (Gunner, 2020). The UK should raise the age like other countries like Canada which is the age of 12 (Covell,2012). 
The Age Criminal Responsibility should rise to a different age as the UK age is very much outdated it should some be downline of 13 years old as the public and government see the person as a teenager there should not be any excuses for the personal behaviour; this is a good topic and still a talk about the topic in government as many still believe the age of ten is okay to have their lives ruined by a mistake they made.  
ASBO
The police use ASBO when dealing with children ASBO stands for antisocial behaviour order, when a person as one they might not be able to attend an area of town, see a group of people and must be home certain time of the day. The punishment of not following an ASBO is a person could face prison time, be fined, community to services or be made to fix something they destroy (Home Office, 2020). This shows police officers can make sure young children and adults make sure they are not able to commit more crime and hopefully this should reduce crime and let the person think about their mistake.
I believe ASBO is useful for the police to use when dealing with young offenders as gives them a second chance to think about their actions and in some way gives them a second chance to with adjusting their life before it goes towards to section stage where they could end up being sent to young offenders institute. 
[bookmark: _Toc42886759]Conclusion
In conclusion, the Youth Justice services have done a lot to help with children and much sure they are projected as well during their hard times. The current legislation does hold with modern times however it can do with some part of the act be removed as it is pointless for parents of a certain age to go with them to get their ASBO. Again, with must services budgets are the biggest threats the Youth Services will be facing during this time. The Age Criminal Responsibility should be raised to a higher age instead of ten years old. ASBO is a useful tool for the police services to use on young adults and children as it will make them think about their actions. The broken glasses theory does fit well with children who may commit crime earlier in their life. All the information that I have looked into has taught me a lot about this subject that we have learnt from the module this year I am glad to a wide range of information about youth justice and how the legislation and all the other services especially the police services all work together to make sure the child lives better for them.
[bookmark: _Toc42886760]Recommendations
The three recommendations I would make is to make sure that the legislation is updated to keep with new laws that could be brought out as well. The second recommendations are the Age Criminal Responsibility is raised to a higher than 10 years old as many different countries have much superior age-aged for children who have committed the crime. The third recommendations are to have the police services to use more ASBO on children from the ages of 15 or lower as this could have affected on them e.g. it could scare them to adjust their stay around however some children/young adult will show this as off as medal to their friends. 
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History and structure of Magistrate’ ourts

* During the medieval sges these were formed where the king
ppointad knghts 1o keep the pece, They would ravel the
1and toenforcethe faw sround the UK (Tne citors of
Encyciopaseta Sitania, 2014).

* Themagistrates maily desl with lss serous ofences such
25 drugcimes, rabbery an other inor offences.

© Themagistrate's courts can dvert more serious offences
Such a5 murder,rapa and robbery o Crown Court (Home
offce, 2020]

* Todaythere are 330 Magisrtes cours in England and
Wales (Courts and Trbual Judiciary, 2020)

* Miagistrates desl with 95%ofthe crime in Engand snd
Wt (Boweor, 2016)

A comparison of Magistrates’ Court and
Crown Courts in England & Wales

Elis Park P149475

Opportunities
improvement in training -

Crown courts are the court systems that deal with
more serious crime . They tend to deal with cases
involving rape, robbery or murder; however some
cases may go into higher courts (The National

There was a request for magistrates to visit
prisons as part of their training to show
them where they were sending the

Archives, 2019).

offenders; (Bowcott, 2016)

Each magistrates court has three magistrates on
2 panel with a district judge. The main strength of
the magistrate courts is that the magistrates are
volunteers, 5o the government only pays for their
training and expenses. Training lasts around 3 and
half days (Home Office, 2020). The strength of this is
the savings that the government and the legal
system can make as magistrates are not salaried.

‘The weakness of the Magistrates courts s mainly.
made up of people who are retired e g. people
over 60s, this is a key problem as many of the
magistrates will have the mindset of the

older generation. In a government report, it
showed that 55% of magistrates were aged 60+,
whilst only 1% was made up of 18 -29 year olds
(Parliament, 2018). This s a disadvantage
because some offenders could face a harsher
penalty than an older offender.

. Total Magistrates England & Wales
.| 20122018

Threats
In 2016, 100 Magistrates received death

threats which is a significant issue for judges
and especially magistrates who didn't sign up for
it (BowCott, 2015).

Strengths: The main strength of Crown court is
that the offenderis likely to be found guilty of
their crime, the line graph shows the conviction
rates of the UK crown court and the Magistrates
courts with conviction rates. This shows that the
jury are less likely to let the offender off easily

(statista, 2019).
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Weaknesses: The main weakness of the crown court system is that
there are many delays when dealing with cases. In recent months,
Covid 18 has affected many cases further. Researchers have said that
70% of cases will be deferred because of the six months lockdown
(sval, 2020)
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Opportunities:

+ The crown courts are investigating opportunities to find a way of safe
working during the Covid 19 crisis. This will keep members of the Jury
2nd lawyers safe (McDonald, It a1, 2020)

+ This will ensure that courts are able to resume working during this
time. This shows even though the Crown courts are closed, they
are looking into different opportunities to try reopen courts

Threats:
+ Many Crown courts may now face further budget outs from the
government

+ Over the past 10 years since the current government has been in
power, it has made budget cuts due to austerity.

+ This has led to backlogs of cases and outstanding cases which
means that many offenders have been able to walk out on bail
(Grierson, 2020) posing a potential threat to the UK public.
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