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Based on a critical discussion of the available ancient sources, analyse the reasons that resulted in the Second Punic War.

There are a few ancient sources that are available to aid in the question. One notable being Polybius or Livy. That’s to name just the two I found the most helpful when trying to dig out some of the reasons that cause the second Punic war between Rome and Carthage by using a few ancient sources as well as more modern ones as well.

The first reason that could have resulted in the second Punic war was one I found while just reading the first page in Polybius fragmented book.  At the time of the second war both Rome and Carthage were both powerful, strong cities in their own rights. Now with them both being these power full empires I believe there could have just the plan fact that they also wanted to be that one better then each other, for example with how the took went about to the generals for their armies. Rome annually elected magistrates where also expected to oversee their armies when war broke out. Were as Carthage generals where voted to lead their armies by the people for any amount of time they saw fit. Which made Carthage more head of Rome in a small way.  Though Rome had better law for non-Romans to be a citizen and join the Rome empire unlike the Carthage. Also, a point that can in with this is Hannibal wanting revenge for everything Rome had took from Carthage in the first war and he refused to ever be a friend to Rome. Hannibal undertook this war against Rome on his own initia- tive and in defiance of Carthaginian opinion
. Where Rome from what I read in Polybius didn’t want revenge or even to start another war. 

The Ebro treaty which was singed after the first Punic war. This meant which split the river Ebro between Rome and Carthage. This treaty also meant Carthage could not expand northern of the river, but Rome could still expand their empire south of the river. Now a cording to Polybius and J.F. Lazenby Carthage or well the people of the city wanted to change this treaty without the need of war. Hannibal that made the choice to cross the river Ebro which then broken the treaty. How Rome didn’t not want a war with Carthage right away. It wasn’t till Hannibal pushed them with the act of breaking their treaty did Rome consider maybe going to war with Hannibal. Though what I found interesting and that I wanted to go into further is what Hannibal believe. Now I can’t say if this is true or just work of mouth Polybius heard but Hannibal thought by starting a war he was doing what the people of Carthage wanted which I personal do not believe is true if the people wanted to just peaceful examine the treaty with Rome and discuss chancing it so they both could expand their land.

This now bring me to my next point of this discussion is that really neither wanted a second war. Both empires had just recovered from the first war and the losses both side had taken in the process. Which brings me back to the word I used earlier which is expansion. Now it seems in my own analysis that this was a common want from Rome and Carthage to expand to make their empires bigger and better for the next war and just to show who was more powerful. And to show other empires that they both would not be bested by a war. Though from reading Polybius it does seem that Rome didn’t not want to go to war. They at this time had just finished another war. They did not want to start let alone want to fight again. Which was more I think was, so they could rebuild their armies before the next one. As I said the people of Carthage did not want another work it was Hannibal that seem to be this revenge driven man that took the war into his own hands. Though in Hannibal’s war by Lazenby, it seems that he didn’t want a war either. All he wanted back was the states that where a part of the Carthage empire before Rome took them. 

The siege of Saguntum. This was led by Hannibal. Saguntum was a city about one-hundred miles south of the Ebro River it was close to Spain which meant they had got catch in the civil war and Rome helped them. Rome intervened and helped to bring back the peace to Saguntum 
 which meant that Saguntum was now in the protection of Rome.  Which meant Hannibal siege almost gave Rome no other choice but to start considering the idea of the Second Punic War. They even set a message warning Hannibal. he would never become a friend to the Romans
. Which just made him carry out the interference and in only eight months he had control of Saguntum, now this lead to two into choosing to start war.  they choose war and the Second Punic War began
 so this shows that both of them wanted the war, so this makes me question Polybius saying that it was only Carthage who wanted war. 

Now while looking through the ancient I found a few things wrong with them. And I will go through each of the ancient source I used now. 

The first source I went and looked through was Polybius and I will use this book to sum up most of the other ancient sources since they all have the same theme. Now I will say it was a very detail account on the event, but it only ever showed one side. Polybius focused more on Rome and what they did, they didn’t really mention about anything Carthage did unless it effected Rome. He also seemed to like to show Hannibal being this monster that was only out for war, who did not care for his people unlike Rome did. Which was help actually when going and comparing it to the other book and authors I looked at. Another problem I seemed to run into with Polybius work was the fact most has been lost to us over the years. It’s all fragmented and over the year has been put back together many different people. Which makes thing hard to follow with his work. This is the same for many other ancient sources their work will either not last through the years or people will just lose it. A lot of Polybius work has been used and re written by other more modern scholars as well. He also focuses more on individuals rather then what could have cause they the event, though when he first wrote it could have been that case that he had focus on the reason for the events just as much as individuals. On individual he speaks of a lot is called Fabien who speak a little on what happening as the war was happening but just no what lead them having to declare war on Carthage.  Though he does tell us about some of the reason earlier on in the book on pages 186. 

Now the other book I read was written in 1972 called Hannibal War by T.F Lazenby. How with this author being a lot more modern. There are somethings I noticed that don’t make scene. It was still a little bit fragmented and I do believe that was because of what I said about ancient source and them not being full text copies. Anyway, back to why I from Lazenby work fragmented it only again had the Carthage side of things with a little bit of what was happening to Rome. They even went so far as to mention about the siege of Saguntum which the ancient texts did just not in the same amount of detail as the website I found and have noted below. Also, he like Polybius focused on individuals, though this time it was more to argue a point and not to use to tell the story of events.

Though I will admit I found the more ancient source easier to understand then the modern. 
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