Reflective Report – HPHP6902
The First Casualty: Truth, falsehood, and the war effort - A study of the impact of propaganda in Britain during World War One and beyond. 
We have all been subjected to propaganda of some form or another during our lives. We only have to open our daily papers or browse the internet to stumble across subtle and not so subtle influences that are trying to affect our attitudes to events that have local and global implications. The power to manipulate the masses through propaganda has had profound effects on the people that consumed it whether they know they have been subjected to it or not.  My inspiration behind choosing and writing this dissertation comes from my own wanting to understand the power of propaganda specifically at a state level and how it has the power to plant seeds and grow existing ones to assist with a common goal. This dissertation will focus on propaganda during World War One as I believe this period was the first time mass state propaganda was used across multiple mediums and was crucial in providing a springboard for future implementation on a global scale. Propaganda was used to varying degrees prior to WW1 but the sheer scale and variety displayed during this period and the role of the state in how it should be consumed provides insights into the power of propaganda and its role in achieving a common consensus.
Within this dissertation I will be researching propaganda prior to WW1 as well as post war and research the development and role it has played. Key areas of my research will focus on DORA, the defense of the realm act and how the concept of total war developed alongside the official control of information. Key books in this area ‘The Great War of Words’[footnoteRef:32259] by P.Buitenhuis and ‘Propaganda and the state in WW1[footnoteRef:21649]’ by G.S Messenger will provide an understanding of propaganda’s role in the population’s perspectives of war and the dehumanization of different nations. I will explore the methods of delivery of wartime propaganda and the categories they will fall into. White; open and truthful, black; covert and deceptive and grey which is aptly named as it is just that a grey area mixing the previous two. Along with these themes I will also be concentrating on three very distinct areas of wartime propaganda, recruitment, dehumanization and nationalistic propaganda. I will be using the work by Australian Artist, Norman Lindsey and Harry Hoops whose work included apish depictions of German soldiers and helped form an anti-German sentiment throughout the war. 
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While focusing on the role of British propaganda I will also be using key literature works to help expand my understanding of the role of propaganda in different nations and scenarios. One of the key roles of propaganda during WW1 was to drive America away from its neutral stance and the book, ’Propaganda for War – The Campaign Against American Neutrality 1914-1917' [footnoteRef:14322]by H.C.Peterson will be key in showing the impact of propaganda at work. From a German perspective I will look at the propaganda used to persuade Turkey to enter the war and America to remain neutral. [32259:  P Buitenhuis, The Great War of Words (London: B.T. Batsford, 1989)]  [21649:  G. S. Messenger, Propaganda and the State in WW1 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1992)]  [25226:  Harry R. Hoops, ‘Destroy This Brute: Enlist – U.S. Army’ Wikipedia
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6e/Harry_R._Hopps%2C_Destroy_this_mad_brute_Enlist_-_U.S._Army%2C_03216u_edit.jpg
]  [7455:  Norman Lindsey, Untitled image, Government of the Commenwealth of Australia https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/16786

]  [14322:  H.C. Peterson, Propaganda for War: The Campaign against American Neutrality 1914-1917 (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1939)] 

Understanding and researching these key areas will enable me to produce a dissertation that will help the reader grasp the dissertation theme and help me with the dissertation structure. As my research will primarily be focused on Great Britian's use of propaganda, I wanted to ensure that I didn't neglect the use of propaganda from other nations. I will also include propaganda uses from Turkish and German sources where I will be conducting interviews with Koc University history professor Eda Daloglu to provide me alternative perspective.
My research will focus on state at local and national levels, but I have also reached out to achieves in Turkey with the assistance of Koc University Istanbul. This will assist me in providing an understanding of the role and use of propaganda outside of Britian in a ‘compare and contrast’ compacity. Was propaganda as effective in other nations? Was it used for the same purposes? What truths and falsehoods can be established by looking at the same events through different eyes and looking at potential future uses of propaganda at a state level. The literature piece, ‘Propaganda in the Next War[footnoteRef:30090]’ by Sidney Rogerson will also provide insight into the role propaganda plays in conflicts post WW1. [30090:  Sidney Rogerson, Propaganda in the Next War (London: G. Bles, 1938)] 

Luckily for me this subject has a wealth of primary and secondary resources at my disposal. Political speeches, propaganda posters and the impact on attitudes will assist my overall dissertation question. Old newspaper articles and my local archives in Reading will provide me with sources to establish the propaganda used at multiple levels from local to national and international. The use of the National Archives will also assist with the British perspective of propaganda used during WW1. The difficulty for me is in choosing such a broad research question as this I need to stay focused, and my original question may have to be narrowed down into a ‘tighter research question’. After my discussions with Dr Lester Mason and Dr Ryan O’Byrne it's important for me to have a clear story to tell a theme that runs throughout the dissertation that doesn't get sidetracked with other areas of interest while fascinating will not support the main theme. With their help over the next 6 months, I will continually refer directly to my questions with supporting arguments which will assist my overall story. The feedback received has primarily centered around my need to provide a more focused question and not to be overwhelmed with the story I wish to tell. Dr Ryan O’Byrne provided me with some key advice that helped me bring some clarity to what I wanted to achieve, to write a research question that you want answers to. All this feedback has provided me with the confidence to tackle my questions and not to continue to expand on the original question.

My readings to help me support this dissertation are varied with some key seminal works around propaganda. We all understand the impact and implications of propaganda and how it has the power to manipulate is well established, so I'm focusing on the methods used and combining research into Turkish propaganda during this period as well. I have access to my local achieves online and national achieves to look at the use of British propaganda, but I also have some access to Turkish achieves and resources. With this dissertation I am hoping to shed some new light /theories on this well-trodden path, but I am a realist, and I believe any new research or ideas I'm hoping to uncover will be doubtful. If I manage to provide even a small fragment of a new thought, then I will be extremely satisfied. It will not distract me from telling my story to the questions I want answering and who knows what I will uncover in the coming months as long as I can be proud of the work produced.
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Timeline Plan
October – November 2024
Extensive readings on key books and articles. 
Meeting with Eda at the University of Koc November 29th 2024
Gained online access to local achieves in Reading for the Bracknell Forest area
Word Count: 0

December – January 2024/25

Write Introduction to dissertation
Chapter 1 – Propaganda through the ages
Imperial war museum visit
Visit to Ankara and the Turkish archives
British National Archieves

Word Count - 1500
February 2025

Chapter 2 – Nationalistic propaganda
Chapter 3 – Recruitment 
Chapter 4 – Dehumanization
Word Count: 3000
March 2025

Chapter 5 – Total war total propaganda
Chapter 6 – Future of Propaganda
Word Count: 3000
April 2025
Chapter 7 – What is the Truth?
Chapter 8 – The future of propaganda
Word Count: 2500
May 2025
Conclusion – Rewrites
Total Word Count: 10,000
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