Respecting Children and young people’s rights in Wales highlights the aim of the UNCRC and is an international agreement which sets out the rights of all children and young people, the rationale within the UNCRC is that children’s rights require specific consideration as a result of the special care and protection which is often needed by children and young people. Throughout this essay, I will be going into greater depth within children’s rights in Wales but also the education industry, and how different education settings within Wales can explore and implement those different rights into children so they can have a more complex and well-known understanding of their rights. The main key areas which will be covered in this essay are as follows Theoretical frameworks, Legal and policy context, case studies, barriers and challenges, and effective strategies for implementation. I will also be including different varieties of Welsh polices and legislation but also Estyn case studies to be able to gain a more in-depth insight into how education settings are implementing children’s rights. Also, how the Welsh government have used the 7 areas of learning within the Curriculum for Wales to incorporate children’s rights into the different aspects of learning opportunities. Furthermore, I will be exploring more into Vygotsky’s learning theory and the links in which it has within children’s rights, but also how to view his theory within a different perspective. I understand that children’s rights are vitally important in their education but also in their own personal lives. Also, by being able to demonstrate and understand the different policies and legislations related to children’s rights can also be beneficial by ensuring that different objectives are being put in place to allow children to have the rights in which they deserve. 
Education is a fundamental and key aspect within children’s rights, in which plays a vitally important role within ensuring that all children and young people have access to the entitlement of their own education and the right to free and compulsory primary and secondary education.  According to (Haymer,2022), education for children and young people is also crucial for stages within their development, for example, social development, physical development, emotional development and intellectual development. By children and young people having access to their education, they will be able to expand within their development by using their social skills, being able to build on different relationships and connections with others, enhanced mental and emotional wellbeing, promoting a sense of belonging, and improved academic achievement. By children having the right to education, this will enable them to have the opportunity to be able to develop a range of different skills within their development, which then can be used later in life and further education if they wish to expand on their education by going to University to study a topic in which they have a particular interest in, which then leads to them taking that career path which will set them up successfully for the future. Within the theoretical frameworks which link to children’s rights in education, there are different approaches within this. I will be discussing the basic Human rights perspective within children’s education. The Univeral Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a historic document which outlined the different rights and freedom in which everyone is entitled to, and it was the first international agreement on the basic principles within the human rights. This declaration is crucial within education as it outlines education as a highly important fundamental right within society, in which emphasises its role within promoting the full development of the human personality but also for essential growth and independence. Within this, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was the first-time document in the word which was translated into 500 different languages for people to be able to have access to worldwide, outlining the important and fundamental rights for everyone. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is a vitally important legal binding agreement which has been signed by 196 countries as of July 2022. This outlines the important fundamental rights of every single child, regardless of their race, religion or abilities. According to Unicef (No Date), the convention has 54 different articles that covers all aspects of a child’s life and sets out the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. Also, every child is entitled to these specifically important rights, which includes Relax and play (Article 31), an education (Article 28), being safe from violence (Article 19) and know their rights (Article 42). These different articles cement those different meanings and importance of children to be able to have access to these rights but also feel valued and their rights are being heard. The UNCRC applies to everyone who is under the age of 18 and has taken to a child’s rights-based approach. The UNCRC has a link within child development as it demonstrates and recognises that children are active participants within their own growth and learning and supports children’s holistic development by ensuring that their rights are being upheld and up most importance. The rights in which links within child development include the right to life, survival, and development, non-discrimination, the right to be heard, and the best interests of the child. 
Lev Vygotsky’s social development theory emphasises the crucial role of social interaction and cultural context within cognitive development. According to Early Years TV (2024), he argued that children’s learning and development are primarily influenced by their social environment, which includes different interactions with parents, teachers and peers. There are different key aspects within social development which includes social interactions, cultural tools, and internalisation. Within social interaction, Vygotsky believed that social interaction is highly essential for cognitive development. Children also learn through engaging in different activities with more skilled individuals such as advanced peers. Vygotsky wanted to stress the importance of cultural tools, such as language, symbols, and technology, in shaping children’s cognitive development. These different tools can help children by making sense of the world around them but also communicating with others. Also, Vygotsky's Zone of Proximal Development is the distance between a child’s development level and their potential level of development within guidance and support from adults or more skilled peers. There are many different articles within the UNCRC which demonstrates the importance of children receiving support and guidance in education settings, these include the right to education and that schools should be providing the necessary support to help them succeed academically (Article 28), respecting the views of the child so children should be able to express their views and concerns about their education and that they should be listened to (Article 12), and the right to relax and play which indicates that all children should be allowed to learn within that free play in the classroom and for it to become unstructured play (Article 31) Unicef (2024). 
Within children’s rights in education, there are many different policies and legal contexts which underpin children’s rights in Wales. The New Curriculum for Wales was introduced in 2022 and aims to help each individual school develop its own curriculum which enables the pupils to develop towards the four purposes within the curriculum. The curriculum was also designed to be rights-based, child centred and inclusive for all children. According to Welsh Government (2022), there are 6 different areas of learning and experience, these include expressive arts, health and well-being, humanities, languages, literacy and communication, mathematics and numeracy, and science and technology. Within these different areas of learning, its enabling children to experience different opportunities within their learning but also for teachers to ask the children if they like what they are learning about and if changes could be made to make their learning more fun and enjoyable for them. It’s important to give children the opportunity to voice their opinions about their learning opportunities as it can help them to express their own opinions and feelings about what they are studying but also having their own control in what they want to learn. Within the different learning areas of opportunity, they are entitling children to their own rights but also ensuring that they are making the most of their learning opportunities around them. Within the 7 areas of learning there are many ways in which children’s rights are being implemented, this is a result of the UNCRC articles becoming embedded into the six different areas of learning. This ensures that all children within education across Wales are not only being taught different subjects but also ensuring that their rights are being included throughout the curriculum. These are some examples of how some of the 7 areas of learning have specific links to children’s rights. Within Expressive Arts, there are a range of different rights which implement into the UNCRC. These include, freedom of expression (Article 13), goals of education (Article 29), and the right to relax and play (Article 31). These different rights implement this into the new curriculum by encouraging creativity through dance, music, drama, and visual arts, inclusive access to cultural and artistic opportunities, and supports play-based learning which has a positive effect on children’s emotional and physical development. In Health and wellbeing there are rights in relation to this subject, which includes the right to life, survival and development (Article 6), respect for the views of the child and to be heard (Article 12), protection from violence, abuse and neglect (Article 19), and the right to the highest standard of health possible (Article 24). This implements both mental health and wellbeing within the curriculum and ensuring that children take time away from the classroom and focus on themselves, and schools being able to promote safe environments for children to ensure that they are being heard and protected. Within these different areas of learning throughout the curriculum, we can see that by applying different UNCRC rights to the areas of learning children are being able to have full access to their rights but also linking them to the subject areas. It also recognises how the Welsh government have successfully implemented these rights into the curriculum.
In education, there are many different factors that implements educating children about their rights in schools but also how education professional's view this and if schools can improve on the ways in which children are being educated about their rights. Estyn is the education and training inspectorate for Wales, they are also funded by and work independently of the Welsh government to inspect education and training within Wales. Estyn’s vision is to improve the quality of education, training, and all outcomes in Wales. There have been many different reports which Estyn have carried out which implements how different schools within Wales take rights into children’s learning. One of the many reports which Estyn have carried out is how effective school support for disadvantaged and vulnerable pupils. Within this report it shows, the main findings, effective approaches to support children’s wellbeing, and how different schools in Wales have taken to these approaches within a different aspect. According to Estyn (2024), schools that best support disadvantaged and vulnerable children place the wellbeing of every pupil at the heart of their work. In these different schools, there is a strong focus on being able to provide a safe and nurturing environment where both pupils and staff feel secure. The report has a list of characteristics which indicates schools that are most effective in mitigating the impact of disadvantage and vulnerabilities. These include highly effective leadership, high quality teaching that supports all pupils to make sustained progress that they can achieve, strong and effective wellbeing provision tailored to meet the individual needs of pupils, and a clear understanding of the academic, social and emotional needs of disadvantaged and vulnerable pupils. This clearly shows the standards within different school environments in Wales but also, the importance of ensuring that all children from both disadvantaged and vulnerable backgrounds are being safeguarded and having access to their rights.  
A case study from Estyn is based on expanding nurture provisions to meet pupils’ needs and states that, a primary school in Swansea, has created a nurturing culture and supports all pupils effectively, including those most vulnerable. The schools nurture provision extends across the whole school and is enhanced by a programme of family engagement activities which are tailored to meet the needs of both the pupils and their families. This is referred to by the school as the ‘Cwtsh approach’. This provision within the school is led by a senior teacher and run by highly trained staff, who work together to share their expertise. The aim within this provision is to achieve the best possible outcomes for the children in terms of their personal, social and emotional development, readiness for learning and progress in learning. Within the school setting they have different ranges within the provision, this includes ‘cwtsh in the nursery’ which runs every morning to provide early, effective support for pupils and their families which focuses on building positive relationships; ‘Cwtsh in the Cwtsh’ which has been introduced to meet the needs of pupils in key stage 2. A practitioner based within the school setting, runs wellbeing sessions for groups or individuals depending on their needs, which enables them to open up and talk about their worries or concerns. Also, ‘cwtsh breakfast’ and ‘cwtsh check – ins' is also a type of provision which the school holds and is highly important. This provides an opportunity for pupils to check-in, share and problem solve any issues that might impact their readiness within learning, giving them the right start to the day. The staff also use the information shared during the check-in sessions, to support pupils throughout the school day and identifying times when they might need additional support or alternative provision, for example a quiet adult-led activity during playtime or lunchtime. These different provisions are enabling children to be supported by staff and feel that importance that their rights are becoming heard, and different solutions are being made to help them feel supported. This is especially important for children with special educational needs as children can become quite vulnerable but also feel that a school setting is their safe space. This is also implementing a child-centred approach, which prioritises the child’s needs, interests and perspectives. It also ensures that the child’s needs are always put first and that children should be involved and have a say when decisions are being made about them. 
Another case study is based on the effective tracking of pupils’ wellbeing in school, which has been implemented into a Welsh-medium primary school in Carmarthenshire. It says that leaders in the school have identified that many pupils experience emotional difficulties that stem within their home lives, which is leading to having a negative impact on pupils’ mental wellbeing and the ability to be able to concentrate and learn in school. The school has also invested in a resource to be able to track pupils’ wellbeing daily whilst they attend school. The system provides an online survey which then helps pupils to record their feeling at school and to draw the teachers attention to those individuals who feel like they need further support. Pupils can send messages to members of staff to attract their attention but also every teacher has a book to note the child’s feelings down or concerns down. This is a result of the support in which they have been given and the effect of the intervention. A pupil who attends the school has stated “I like to use the system because it helps me to share my feelings, and I don’t keep things to myself anymore’. This shows that the setting has put the children's needs and wellbeing first but also had an early intervention process, which ensures that the concerns of the children’s wellbeing in school are addressed at the first instance and are not forgotten about. 
There are barriers and issues within implementing policies and practices in relation to children and young people’s rights in education. Despite having strong legal frameworks like the UNCRC and educational polices like the new curriculum for Wales, several barriers and issues can occur which can impact children and young people’s rights within education. There are also many different factors which can affect this. Lack of awareness and understanding can highly affect children’s rights in schools, this could be the result of schools failing to uphold children’s rights to participation or failing to create inclusive learning environments. This would create a factor of unfairness but also a lack of supporting the children’s needs and not letting children have that chance to be able to participate in different activities. Rights are a vitally important part of children’s education as they ensure a fair, inclusive and supporting learning environment. This issue can be improved by ongoing teaching training and rights education to ensure better implementation of rights in education settings. Another issue could be lack of funding and resources, this could be because of schools from disadvantaged areas may struggle from limited budgets. This could affect their ability to provide high-quality education based on children’s rights. The impact of this issue could lead to, lack of specialised support for children with additional learning needs and not enough trained staff who are specialised to support children with ALN. The solution to this issue could be that the Welsh government have more increased investment within different resources and equipment for all children, for them to fulfil their rights and potential within a school setting. 
There are many effective strategies which can be implemented to improve children’s rights in education. Parents of children in education, may not have the knowledge and understanding of how and why rights are vitally important in all aspects of education. Even though that children are being taught about their rights and why are they are important whilst they attend school, parents aren’t receiving that same teaching about their child’s rights. Schools can implement this to be able to give parents the knowledge and understanding in a variety of different ways. These include school websites and newsletters which provides clear and accessible information about children’s rights, including polices and legislation, schools can offer opportunities for parents to be more educated about children’s rights and to discuss further questions with staff, staff and parents having one-on-one conversations about their child’s rights in the presence of their care. Also, parents need to be educated on the key importance of children’s rights which includes, rights-based approach, how understanding and respecting children’s rights can lead to improved self-esteem and well-being, and, how a rights-respecting school environment can have positive effects on positive learning, strengthened relationships and promotes inclusivity. Another example of effective strategies could be implementing rights respecting schools. According to Unicef (2023), in rights respecting school's children’s rights are promoted and realised, and both adults and children can work towards these goals together. The difference that rights respecting schools can make to children includes, that they are happier and healthier, children feel safe in school and children have better relationships. By being able to implement this into schools, it shows that children are becoming more empowered but also an inclusive environment where children feel both valued and respected. 
Throughout this essay I have covered different ranges of legislation and policy, but also why these are important in children’s education. I have also discussed Vygotsky’s theory and links this has within the curriculum and children’s rights, and the key aspects within the essay which were stated in the introduction. Also, I have discussed how the Curriculum for Wales plays a part within children’s rights but also how the 7 areas of learning have specific links to children’s rights. I have shown understanding and knowledge about the context within this essay, but also how children’s rights are vitally important within their education.
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