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What is the nature of theology as an academic discipline? Is it a science? And if so, what kind of science is it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
Theology as an academic discipline is a science. It is called to be “the Mother of all sciences”. Probably because it gave birth to every other science. My research had let me to the discovery the Bible is written in a metaphorical way, so that only Gnostic Christian could interpret it properly. Thomas Aquinas in Summa Theologica base his thesis on Hermetic principles to prove the existence of God. He uses metaphysical analogy of the names and numbers in the Bible which could be truly understood only through the eyes of a Gnostic. The church father Clement of Alexandria describes in Stromata how astrological and numerological principles could be applied using the Scriptures for obtaining `true knowledge`. My essay will explore, who are the possessors of the `true knowledge`- the Gnostics, and how the Hermetic teachings influenced religions and gave birth to science. 


The use of the term `theology` as a doctrine of God was firstly used by Clement of Alexandia in the third century[footnoteRef:1]. He first used the term theo-logia in a contrast with the mytho-logia of the pagan poets at that time. The word `Logos` means – `reasoned discourse`[footnoteRef:2] and Gnostic believed that through reason and mind one could achieve Gnosis.  [1:  Wolfhart Pannenberg, `Theology and the Philosophy of science` (London: Draton, Longman & Todd, 1976)]  [2:  Wouter J. Hanegraaf `Altered States of Knowledge: The Attainment of Gnosis in the Hermetica`, The International Journal of the Platonic Tradition 2, (Leiden: Kninklikjke Brill NV, 2008), p. 128-163. ] 

For the church father Clement theology concerned not myths but true knowledge of God. According to him, the instructed Christian was “the possessors of true knowledge, the true Gnostic”[footnoteRef:3]. Clement understood the scripture to be `veiled`[footnoteRef:4] and only Gnostic believer could understand it`s meaning.  In the sixth book of Stromata[footnoteRef:5] father Clement explains how the allegory of the scriptural writings could be understood by applying astrological and numerical meaning of the numbers in the Old and New testaments. “It is through the symbolic understanding of the numbers that Clement is able to put into practice his doctrine of the plenitude of interpretation that the veiled meaning of Scripture allows”[footnoteRef:6]. According to Clement the Gnostic must interred the symbolic meaning of the `veiled` scripture and obtain the spiritual significance of the numbers. For example, in Stromata Clements makes a symbolic association of the Ark of Noah: “And the ark which held them will then be the knowledge of divine and human things and wisdom.”[footnoteRef:7] Clement also writes that “true knowledge is found in the teaching of Christ alone”[footnoteRef:8] - the Son of God. The early church fathers believed that wisdom requires reason (logos) and faith. When the early church fathers described the Christian teaching as wisdom, (1 Co 1:30) they meant this wisdom of God which is revealed by Christ – the Son. Apostle Paul also in his letter to the Colossians teaches the church that in Christ “are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” Colossians 2: 3. [3:  Wolfhart Pannenberg, `Theology and the Philosophy of science` (London: Draton, Longman & Todd, 1976)]  [4:  Edwards, R. `Clement of Alexandria`s Gnostic Exposition of the Decalogue`, Journal of Early Christian Studies, Vol. 23, No. 4, 2015, p. 501-528.]  [5:  Wilson, W. `The Stromata (Book VI)` unknown date. http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/02106.htm [Accessed: 09 December 2018].]  [6:  Edwards, R. `Clement of Alexandria`s Gnostic Exposition of the Decalogue`, Journal of Early Christian Studies, Vol. 23, No. 4, 2015, p. 501-528.]  [7:  Wilson, W. `The Stromata (Book VI)` unknown date. http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/02106.htm [Accessed: 09 December 2018].]  [8:  Wilson, W. `The Stromata (Book VI)` unknown date. http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/02106.htm [Accessed: 09th December 2018].] 

Gnosis is a Greek word, it refers to “the knowledge acquired through the experience of the awakened Consciousness, as opposed to knowledge that we are told or might believe.”[footnoteRef:9]. This means that Gnosis is not something that we learn or believe to be true, but a product of awakened consciousness. The same source says that: “True Gnosis is universal to all mankind and can be found in all genuine religions and mystical traditions.”[footnoteRef:10]. The reason why the same spirit of the Universal Consciousness is practiced in every religion is because they all are being influenced by Gnosticism.  [9:  Unknown author, `What is gnosis?` January 2005. https://gnosticteachings.org/introductory-information/12-what-is-gnosis.html [Accessed: 9th December 2018].]  [10:  Unknown author, `What is gnosis?` January 2005. https://gnosticteachings.org/introductory-information/12-what-is-gnosis.html [Accessed: 9th December 2018]] 

Gnosticism spread in the first two centuries of the Christian era around the world and emerged in the Roman Empire under the form of mystical religious worship of the Egyptian Goddess Isis.[footnoteRef:11] The Christian Church and the rest of the religious around the world were influenced by it. Actually, the early church used to worship in Egyptians temples. [11:  Geofrey Ahern, `Sun at Midnight: the Rudolf Steiner movement and the Western Esoteric Tradition` (UK: Geoffrey Ahern,1984), p.137] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The roots of Gnosticism are given by Hermes Trismegistus in a book called Hermetica. God Thoth was worshiped by the Egyptians since the 6000 BCE. He was man who was able to obtain “true gnosis” – true knowledge of God and after his died he resurrected and became God. The early Greek philosophers were able to translate the name of the Egyptian God Thoth to Hermes, which means `very great`. His teachings of obtaining Gnosis were written in about 270 AD in a book called Hermetica. The Hermetic God is described as Good and the knowledge of Him Holy. Hermetica describes those who obtain Gnosis as able to access a cosmic consciousness or a cosmic mind. The Kosmos according to the Hermetics is “great and it is a mind”[footnoteRef:12]. Hermetica describes the Kosmos as begotten of God the Father, it refers to it also as a Son of God and those who can access the Kosmic mind as being born again. Some Heremetists speak of the Kosmos and apply to him phrases resembling some of those applied by the  [12:  Walter Scott, ed, `Hermetica the ancient Greek and Latin writings which contain religious or philosophical teaching ascribed to Hermes Trismegistus` (Boston: Shambhala, 1985)] 

Christian theologians to the second person in the Christain Trinity.  
During the early church period Hermetic teachers have taken the lead on debates in the Church meetings: “Men of the stamp of these Hermetic teachers must have been prominent among those who set the tone in the Christian monasteries which sprang up in Egypt in the fourth century and took the lead in debates on questions of Christian theology in Alexandria.”[footnoteRef:13]. This means that the Nicene creed[footnoteRef:14] from 325 AD, which have put the fundaments of the Christian church have also been influenced by the Hermetic teachers.   [13:  Walter Scott, ed, `Hermetica the ancient Greek and Latin writings which contain religious or philosophical teaching ascribed to Hermes Trismegistus` (Boston: Shambhala, 1985), p. 15.]  [14:  Unknown author. `Nicene Creed` unknown date. https://www.crcna.org/welcome/beliefs/creeds/nicene-creed [Accessed: 9th December 2018].
] 

Ancient Greeks firstly used the term “philosophy in 500 BC as a mean of “love for wisdom”[footnoteRef:15]. Aristotle writes that wisdom, is the “highest branch of knowledge”[footnoteRef:16] because it gives an intuitive knowledge to the philosophers. Wisdom is described as “the science of the highest forms of being, the divine things, and of the sources of all existence and all knowledge[footnoteRef:17]. And according to Aristotle, the transmitters of this knowledge are the philosophers.  [15:  C. H. Whiteley `An introduction to metaphysics` (GB: Butler & Tanner Ltd, 1966)]  [16:  Wolfhart Pannenberg, `Theology and the Philosophy of science` (London: Draton, Longman & Todd, 1976)
]  [17:  Wolfhart Pannenberg, `Theology and the Philosophy of science` (London: Draton, Longman & Todd, 1976)
] 

The Hermetic teachings through the ages developed as an astrologic and numerological discipline and influenced all religions and scientific disciplines.[footnoteRef:18]  [18:  Andre Shuraki, `History of Judaism` (Paris: Press Universitaires de France, 1995)] 


In the twelfth-century the term theology gains popular use as an academic subject as a science of the true doctrine of Christianity and the Trinity.  
Especially, during the Enlightenment in Europe, the Christian scholars paralleled the Biblical story with the ancient Egyptian cosmological understanding of reality: “Certainly by 3000 BCE, Egypt had a highly developed theological/ cosmological understanding of reality, which has long drawn interest from numerous Christian scholars since it was oriented around a dying and rising sun – a cosmic pattern which has been paralleled with the death and resurrection of Jesus.”[footnoteRef:19]. [19:  Anthony Towey, `An introduction to Christian Theology`, 2nd ed, (London: Bloomabury T&T Clark,2013) ] 

St. Thomas Aquinas in his Summa Theologicae[footnoteRef:20] proves the existence of God basing his arguments on Hermetic principles. For example, the `cosmological argument` is based on the Hermetic principle of causality. The Hermetic teaching says that: “All things are dependent on one first cause, and that first cause is dependent on the One and Only. The first cause is moved, that it may come to be first cause of all things; the One alone stands fast and is not moved.”[footnoteRef:21] In Thomas`s work is commonly used the Hermetic principle of vibration as well, it says that: “Nothing rests; Everything moves; Everything vibrates.”[footnoteRef:22]. In Summa Theologicae “Thomas`s begging his theological expositions with talk about God is as if he were giving some logical priority to an abstract “theism” shared in common Christian, Jews, Muslim, and even pagans, over specifically and exclusively Christian teaching.”[footnoteRef:23] It is an interesting fact that using the Hermetic principles Aquinas proofs the existence not only of the Christian God, but the Jewish and Muslim`s as well. [20:  St Thomas Aquinas, `Summa Theologiae`, (London:Eyre & Spottiswoode,1963)]  [21:  Walter Scott, ed, `Hermetica the ancient Greek and Latin writings which contain religious or philosophical teaching ascribed to Hermes Trismegistus` (Boston: Shambhala, 1985)]  [22:  Calton Swabb, ` The Hermetic Revival: 7 Ancient Principles For Self-Mastery` unknown date. https://medium.com/the-mission/the-hermetic-revival-7-ancient-principles-for-self-mastery-9399e523648d  [Accessed: 9th December 2018].
]  [23:  Denys Turner, `Thomas Aquinas: a Portrait` (London: Yale University Press, 2013)] 


In the 15th century during the Renaissance influenced by politics a philosophic movement let by figures like Spinoza, Descartes, John Locke and Leibniz started the building of `the highest and most perfect moral system`[footnoteRef:24]. To Descatez, it was `the supreme good of human life`[footnoteRef:25]. John Locke was a philosopher, physician and a politician. He spent considerable time studying human behaviour and contributed to Christian theology as to the emergence of a free society[footnoteRef:26]. [24:  Pauline Phemister, `The Rationalists Descartez, Spinoza and Leibniz` (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2006)]  [25:  Pauline Phemister, `The Rationalists Descartez, Spinoza and Leibniz` (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2006)]  [26:  Alejandro A. Chafuen, `John Locke: a religious champion of freedom` July 2010. http://www.chafuen.com/home/locke-and-christianity-2 [Accessed: 9th December 2018].
] 

Descartes writes in his Principle of Philosophy: “...the whole of philosophy is like a tree. The roots are metaphysics, the trunk is physics, and the branches emerging from the trunk are all the other sciences, which may be reduced to three principal ones, namely medicine, mechanics and morals. By `morals` I understand the highest and most perfect moral system, which presupposes a complete knowledge of the other sciences and is the ultimate level of wisdom.”[footnoteRef:27] Descartez also points that “the real value of an individual science lies in what it contributes to the `universal wisdom`”[footnoteRef:28]. He makes it clear that our own reasoning or `Logos` contributes to the `universal wisdom`.    [27:  Pauline Phemister, `The Rationalists Descartez, Spinoza and Leibniz` (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2006)]  [28:  Pauline Phemister, `The Rationalists Descartez, Spinoza and Leibniz` (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2006)] 

The terms `Universal wisdom`, `collective consciousness`, `universal subconscious mind` refer to an informational magnetic field that surrounds the Earth and can empower with knowledge everyone who can tap into it[footnoteRef:29]. Bethoven, for example have written most of his symphonies while being completely deaf. He told that he woke up from a dream and the symphonies have come into his mind, while he was completely deaf, he was able to describe them onto paper note perfect the very first time. There are many examples of scientists who had the ability to use the super-conscious mind for discoveries and inventions. Isaac Nuton, Michael Faradei, Nikola Tesla and Ainsteain are some of them.   [29:  Motivation speaks, `How to Double Your Brain Power Brian Tracy`, 19th February 2017. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uJVASQktsQ0 [Accessed: 8th December 2018]
] 

It is an interesting fact that Isaac Nuton, who had a perfect ability to use the superconscious mind for his discoveries, studied Christian Theology. He was an astrologist, mathematician, physician, and alchemic and while interpreting the Bible he concluded that the end of the world will come on 2060[footnoteRef:30].  [30:  Robert Iliffe, `Newton`s religious Life and work` unknown date. http://www.newtonproject.ox.ac.uk/view/contexts/CNTX00001 [Accessed: 10th December 2018]] 

My research let me to the discovery that Theology is a science best understood by the philosophers and Gnostics. Having had the Hermetic teaching of awakened consciousness one could truly see through the `veiled` scriptures, as the church father Clement explains. 
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