Interview questions and notes


1.Why is your chosen area worthy of research? Explain the rationale for your topic. 

· Social inclusion and equality module from first year of university.
· Second year placement witnessed childhood poverty.
· Welsh Government (2019) twenty nine percent of children in Wales live in relative income poverty as of 2017-2018.
· Welsh Government (2019) child poverty remains high within Wales where something needs to be done to combat these figures.
· The Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2018) has compared child poverty between the United Kingdom.
· Since 1994/1995, Wales has consistently had the highest rates of poverty.
· Smith et al (1997 cited in Miller, Drury and Campbell, 2002) there is a clear harmful connection between a child’s cognitive abilities and poverty.
· Jones, Holmes and Powell (2005) note that the gap between the highest and the lowest achievers in school has grown. 
· The National Children’s Bureau (2016) and Smith (2005) discuss multiple factors can have an impact on their health and well-being. 

2. Summarise your findings 

· Strategies including FSM, the Pupil Development Grant, breakfast clubs and free milk for nursery and foundation phase children were effective when reducing childhood poverty.
· Estyn (2012) found that the FSM strategy has helped close the attainment gap by three percent. 
· Strategies can be considered short term solutions rather than long term solutions .
· Welsh Government (2014) only provide free milk for children in the foundation phase and nursery within schools in Wales. This could be implemented in Key stage two as children in key stage two who live in poverty, would also benefit positively from the useful nutrients milk provides according to Dror and Allen (2011). 
· Swansea Council (2019) ‘ABC123’ project which allows parents to buy recycled school uniform at a fraction of the original price. 
· Schools across the country need to take on the responsibility of using their resources alongside the Welsh Government to help combat childhood poverty.
· Evans (2019) states the aim of eradicating child poverty by 2020 was always an unrealistic target of the Welsh Government where the Welsh Government have not been ambitious enough to try and reach this target. 
· Children from low socio-economic backgrounds receive FSM in school, yet during school holidays. 
· Welsh Government (2020) note themselves that thousands of children across Wales experience holiday hunger. 

3a. If you were required to carry out primary research on your topic, what methodology would you have used? Why? 

· Use semi structured interviews as the chosen methodology.
· Interview both the children’s parents and members of staff in that same school separately.
· Interview families from a higher socio-economic background which will allow me to compare the results between the interviews to see the differences in answers.
· Clifford et al (2016) semi- structured interviews allow participants to give an open response answer in their own words rather than just ‘yes’ or a ‘no’ answer.
· Semi-structured interviews would be beneficial when researching childhood poverty to gather people’s opinions on what strategies they believe are working or are not working.
· Cohen and Manion (2011) express that interviews can increase the relevance of questions as interviews can be matched the individual’s circumstances.
· DeJonckheere and Vaughn (2019) semi-structured interviews can produce reliable comparable qualitative data where qualitative data would allow the researcher to gather data about people’s feelings and beliefs about childhood poverty, which can be a very sensitive issue. 
· Maxwell (2012) qualitative research design allows the interviews to be flexible as the interviews can incorporate pre-set interview questions as well as further questions that may be thought of during the interview.
· Kajornboon (2005) one issue with interviews is the validly of the interviews
· Semi structured interviews may allow the individual to be more relaxed which in turn should allow them to produce accurate answers.

3b. What would have been your ethical considerations? 

· The British Educational Research Association, also known as BERA, ethical guidelines (2018) for educational research.
· The ethical guidelines have been put into place for research that is being undertaken in all educational institutions. The interviews would be held in a school, which is an educational institution.
· One ethical consideration that would be considered when conducting semi- structured interviews is informed consent.
· Nijhawan et al (2013) explains consent involves the researcher needing to inform all participants what would happen for the research to take place. 
· The BERA (2018) guidelines discuss that consent links to the right to withdraw from the study at any given time. The participant does not need to give a reason as to why they are withdrawing.
· Oliver (2010) explains that anonymity is an important ethical issue especially when researching sensitive topics. In this case, childhood poverty can be a sensitive topic 
· Oliver (2010) notes that by protecting the identity of participants, participants may be willing to share more data as they will be anonymous. The identity of the school the research would take place in would also be anonymous as the research may involve children who may be at risk for whatever reason.
· Allen (2017) explains that debriefing involves informing the participants of the intention of the research they participated in and to answer any questions participants may have. 
· Data gathered from the interviews would be stored on a password protected laptop where no USB sticks would be used due to the data being sensitive and confidential. 
· The UK data service (2020) state it is important to store data from research correctly and safely to ensure only the correct people access the data. 

4. What are the strengths and weaknesses of your study?

· One strength of this study is that I was able to find current statistics regarding childhood poverty. 
· The UK statistics authority (2018) notes that current statistics are important when discussing a topic as the more up to date statistics are, the more reliable they are. 
· Another strength of this study includes the wide range of sources used, the sources used range from academic journal articles, books, government sources and reliable websites.
· Cottrell (2014) notes that a wide range of sources provide up to date, well researched data that can be compared to give a wide range of opinions and discussions on a particulate topic. 
· One weakness of this study is that as one source, which is documents from Welsh Government were relied upon considerably as their sources were used multiple times. 
· One other weakness of this study is that the title of the dissertation was slightly too broad. 
· The university of Essex (2017) express that a dissertation must be a tightly-written, academic piece of work. A title that is too broad may make it impossible to explore the topic fully in the word count provided which can make it extremely difficult to draw a concise conclusion.
· As the dissertation title was too broad, the word count was not big enough to answer the question fully. 
· This dissertation looked at childhood poverty linking to education and attainment and health and wellbeing. To narrow the question down, only one of these topics would be looked at and explored in further detail instead of the two, if this dissertation were to be completed again.
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