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Main weakness of primary sources

The main weakness of my selected primary source is that Mircea Eliade may have his findings clouded by his own judgment and stance on what he thinks constitutes a proper moral spiritual practice. In my essay I wish to look at some moralistic boundaries of the usage of mind-altering substances M.A.S which will bring up a range of M.A.S usage reasons and whether or not these reasons are moral. The weakness in this study arises when we realise that whether an action is moral or not relies on the individuals own judgment. Is that particular persons view correct? Can we believe his account of events as being a true picture? Impartiality is key here when recording actual events and a trust in the observers training and background but still, if we are to engage in the question “is this moral” then we ourselves are asked to be judgmental and not impartial, therefore clouding the event with our own ideas of ‘what’s right or wrong’ and miss out information unseen by the judging eye. The main weakness of my primary sources is in fact a true account of the struggles faced in the field of anthropology and the way in which we gather information. Mircea Eliade was actually selected by me as a weakness in order to highlight the issue about judgment and when put up against Richard Rudgley to get two different takes on the usage of fly agaric in shamans. Mircea states that the shamans usage of fly agaric is ‘derivative’ but in a Koryak myth ‘the creator himself (Big Raven) asks existence for help to lift a heavy load. This deity told him to eat fly agaric’ (The Alchemy of Culture, Richard Rudgley p. 40-41) This highlights another point which could be argued as being both a weakness and strength, a weakness in respect of the creator, as recorded in the tribal story, being told to eat fly agaric, which would point to the morally accepted usage of fly agaric and not the ‘decadent’ view in Mircea’s account. On the contrary Mircea may be right in that, in the story the creator is asking for help for a valid reason, a morally acceptable reason and not just to get drunk, which is how Mircea describes his findings with the shamans and ‘derivative’ being actually a correct view, being that the usage of fly agaric has indeed derived from the creator himself.
