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	Title of Research (this must reflect the essence of your proposed research question, study design and study population and should be more specific than the broad topic area provided in the dissertation topics selection book).
A Qualitative Study, on Students Use of Space and Place, for A Sense of Belonging using Photo Elicitation




	Please state your main research question(s) and hypothesis/hypotheses
1 Why do students choose certain spaces with-in the university, then make into their own place?

2 Why these places?

3 Does the university give them a sense of belonging and if not why?

4 What is their favourite place? That gives a sense of belonging

The questions will answer my study on where and how the new university gives them a sense of belonging and if not why? 




	What empirical evidence supports your research question? (Please provide a 1500 word review of relevant psychological literature The purpose of this study and literature review is to better understand the relationships that students have with-in the new university’s environment and the degree of place identity the student has towards their use of space for a feeling of belongingness, and why students choose certain places within the university. There have been many studies on peoples need to personalize their space. While previous research has found key factors that help to define place identity and how people make space into their own places for a sense of belonging, this study will focus on the new build of the university  to see if it gives the students a sense of belonging or not, and how the students make  places in university into their own space and why it then gives them their identity as a student and a sense of belonging or not, also the use of photo elicitation  will be used, so the students will find it easier to remember why and how the places that have been photographed mean something to them and how the places  might give them a sense of belonging or if the place doesn’t then the student can show from the photo the reasons why.

The literature review first discusses place identity, then space and why students personalize certain areas of space, then also belongingness will be talked about in the review and photo elicitation, why it makes it easier for the students to remember why the photos were taken for the study.

Place Identity:

The intentions of this section of the paper is to give a definition for the term self and place identity taken from different journals that have been used for this study. On the concept of self, Erikson (1950) and Rosenburg (1979) have stressed the role of the social environment in the development of individuals identity. Rosenburg agrees that positions and roles of a given social group which serve as guidelines to individual members of one group, Erikson on the other hand examines broader social and cultural influences on the development of self-identity. Place Identity is a sub-structure of the self-identity of the person consisting of short cognitions about the world and life the individual lives. These cognitions are memories, thoughts, moods, insolences, worth, and imports and beginnings of behaviour and knowledge which relate to the settings that help the day to day things in a person’s life (M, Fabian, & Kaminoff, 2019)
Another idea of place identity is by (Lefebvre,1991)who states that “the design and production of places which young people choose to use for leisure activities therefore need to allow for creativity, imagination and experiential learning expressed in spatial narrative cultural practice and cognition representation (LEFEBVRE, 2019)“this goes to show that the way the building is built helps with ‘place identity’ as (Haage, 2008)states “Architects and planners are increasingly aware of the influence of the natural and built environment upon individuals ‘place identity”.
Space:

“The permeability of time and space and the malleability of young people subjective perception and meanings of a person’s space have led to a new meaning of private and public space, from outdoor to indoor space “(Abbot-Chapman & Robertson, 2015)
The way a building is built for people to have their own space, is important for young people, some spaces can be used for a social purpose, for people to meet up and  claim  the space has their own space (Abbot-Chapman & Robertson, 2015)
(Brighenti, 2010) states that young people will use certain ways to their space as their own, as part of their territory making and claim the space has their own place.
Another researcher who’s evidence is out dated but relevant is (Hillier, 2019) which   focuses on the relationship between social patterns and the built environment, he examined villages and studied large numbers of old-style buildings, because he found that they had fitfully shaped spaces, he came up with the beady ring construction. This necklace patterns are the first vital idea in his theory of space syntax. This theory states that the way in which a space is used to build a place, provides important insight into how people live happy inside of the home and to the outside world.
Belongingness:                                 

The way in which a person is brought up and the experiences had growing up, can help with a person sense of belonging in some circumstances (Ostrove & Long, 2007) A study from  (Hagerty, Williams, & Oe, 2002)  done on college students, found that a  sense of belonging was due to parents being involved with the students and if the student played a sport with-in the university, the study also found that when there was problems with-in the family the students did not feel so much of  a sence of belonging.
When people hang about or gather in groups this can also help with a sense of belonging (Ostrove & Long, 2007)
Belonging can give the student a sense of being excepted, and valued, also the feeling like they are important in the classroom and other activities (Thomas, 2012) states that this has been closely linked with engagement. Engagement helps the student to have a better grade, and to have a better attendance, giving them a sense of being a good student.
Photo elicitation:

A few studies have been done on why photo elicitation is good for memory, one being done by Douglas Harper, who states that “the images connect an individual to experiences or eras even if the images do not reflect the research subjects actual lives, and is good for the memory, and elicitation interviews connect core definitions of the self to society, culture and history” (Harper, 2019).
            The study I will be doing will use other theories, books and journals to eventually get 

            All the information that will be needed to finish my dissertation.                                                    
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	Please describe your participant group (including anticipated number of participants required) and any specific inclusion/exclusion criteria.  

There will be 8 participants in this study, who will be students from with-in the university
Inclusion:   The participants must be studying in the university

Exclusion:   I won’t have any participants that is not studying in the university 



	Please provide brief details of the anticipated design (e.g., between, within, mixed, regression, focus groups, interviews, experimental, questionnaires) and main procedure for your study (it should be clear from this how you are actually planning to carry out your study, and what will be happening to your participants).

The study will be IPA, taking place within the psychology labs on the third floor in the university, students will be enlisted from the EMS on Moodle, students will be informed what the study intakes when signing up for the study, students will be given a consent form to fill in and will be informed what the study intakes, students will be given questions to answer whilst being recorded, using  the  photos the students took previously ,the photos will show certain areas that the participant has chosen to take, the participant will be given a debrief form explaining  what happens to the data that was collected, the data will be saved then  will then be played and listened too over and over again, then using Thematic Analysis to compare the transcripts to get the codes to turn into themes, to find the hypotheses of the study.  



	What measures are you planning to use for data collection and how will this data be used in the analysis in order to answer your research question?  (Be as specific as possible here – what type of data will you be obtaining, what specific topics/measures/scales/instruments will you be using and what will you do with this data?)
The data will be collected from questions,  answered from the students in the university, once they have signed the consent forms and agreed to do the interview, from the interviews that took part in the study, and used to seek answers from the students, on how they feel they belong in the new university, and how they use space and places within the university, the data will be transcribed using Thematic Analyse then the  answers will be listened to with headphones in a quite location then the data will be read over and over to get codes then themes to answer the research question then the data will be  put away safely the data will be stored with accordance with the data protection act, numbers will be used instead of names to keep the data confidential.




	What are the main ethical issues that you will need to address in this study? (Please note all students will need to complete the full ethics form prior to final approval for data collection being given).
The study must be feasible within the time frame given, I must ask for written consent and explain the study to the participants, the information should be confidential and anonymity must be shown for privacy, and will ensure those taking part will not be caused any stress, and  the study must be within the codes of practise of the university, and within the BPS, within this study, the participants will be told beforehand that if wanting to leave the study at any time they can leave without being questioned, the right to withdraw at any time, it won’t go against them in any way, at the end of the interview the participants will be given a debrief form explaining that all the information will be held with accordance with the data protection act

 I will be asking for permission from the ethical board, to see if I can use photos in the study, so the participants can take photos of their favourite place and space with-in the university and its grounds, the participants will be told beforehand that if wanting to leave the study at any time they can leave without being questioned, it won’t go against them in any way
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