Conclusion:
This chapter will conclude the research study, this will be done through summarising the key findings. It will also state how the aim was met through the research; the aim of this research is to determine whether adverse childhood experiences can predetermine criminality in looked after and care experienced children and young people. It will answer the main question of this study: “Can adverse childhood experiences determine criminality in looked after or care experienced children and young people?”.
· To identify the prevalence of criminality in care experienced and looked after children and young people.
· Evaluate the long-term effects adverse childhood experiences have on children and young people who are in care or are care experienced.
· Evaluate public perception on the link between adverse childhood experiences and crime as well as what can be done to reduce criminality.

Objective 1:
As a result of the analysis, it conveyed that 62.4% of those involved in the research believed that there was a link between adverse childhood experiences and criminality, however, 35.3% were unsure. This is due to a lack of understanding of what adverse childhood experiences include and how they impact others, this was shown when asking people if they knew what the term meant. While this helped to identify that ACEs does have an impact on criminality, it does not show the link with those in care. However, within the literature, it states that those in care were seen to be six times more likely to turn to criminality (Prison Reform Trust 2016). This shows that being in care can impact if a person turns to crime this idea was also supported by the idea that 52% of children in care are convicted of an offence before they turn 24 (Office for National Statistics 2022(a)). This indicates that being in care and exposure to ACEs may make a child or young person more susceptible to criminality. 

Objective 2:

Long-term effects of ACEs can lead to drug ands alcohol abuse and even lower life expectancy (Crandell et al 2019). This was also seen with in the responses from the survey as the public identified that the long-term impact of ACEs could be drug and alcohol misuse in addition to mental health issues. While drug and alcohol and mental health issues are long-term effects of ACEs, there are others that impact behaviour. The public indicated that negative influences, such as mental health, their background and experiences, impact the way children and young people behave. The participants in the survey said that they could think what they see is normal even if it is socially wrong. The Scottish Government (2023) showed that they understood that those who have experienced ACEs can partake in more risky behaviour. This can be seen due to the influence of those around us and own personal experiences. The public identified a need for awareness and support when it comes to the affected by adverse childhood experiences. Compton et al (2023) showed the need for trauma-informed practices within schools as trauma can impact the way a person learns. This objective saw that there are many long-term effects of ACEs for children and young people through their life all of which could lead to criminality or health issues.

Objective 3: 

One key finding was that behaviour such as criminality is taught rather than inherited and that behaviour is influenced by our parents and peers. If a child or young person experiences neglect then they can be taught or influenced to be more violent or even misuse substances (Tung et al 2018, p6). A parents or peers influence is often there regardless of adverse childhood experiences. The NSPCC (2023) found that those who experience abuse or neglect often show challenging behaviour, this can often lead to them associating with certain groups of people. Showing that our peers and background can have a significant influence on criminal behaviour. When looking at prevention measures for adverse childhood experiences it is important to keep children and young people busy enough and give them alternatives such as youth clubs, sports, mentoring and church-based interventions as suggested from the survey responses. Victim Prevention Unit (2023) stated that a trusted adult, supportive friends and community sports are effective ways at deterring a child away from criminal activity. 

Answer:

The intention of this study was to answer the question of: “Can adverse childhood experiences determine criminality in looked after or care experienced children and young people?”. This study showed that there is a link between ACEs and criminality in children and young people within the care system. However, investigation would need to be done to further support the idea that being in the care system has a further affect. 

Implications:
The implications of this study would be that some of those who participated in the survey did not complete it, this was still an issue after the responses becoming required. It means the results do not show the full picture of the public perception.
Recommendations:
There need for awareness of ACEs, especially when it comes to the impact and affects it can have on behaviour. Some form of trauma-informed practices needs to be available to everyone as ACEs affect everyone and that needs to be reflected in the support provided. To reduce the impact ACEs, there should be greater availability of mental health support and interventions to keep children and young people away from away from criminality.
Limitations:
Limitations of the research were that the social media platform used to share the survey, the survey only had 87 responses. However, there was bias with the gender of the participants which was seen with the 75.6% female responses and the age as 47.1% of the participants were 18-25 years of age. 
Finishing statement:
A statement hat helps to show the answer comes from the Bobo doll experiment by Bandura in 1961: 
“By impersonating the aggressor, assuming his attributes or imitating his aggression, the child transforms himself from the person threatened into the person who makes the threat”. - (Galanaki and Malafantis 2022, p 2). 

