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A Critical Comparison of Two Secondary Sources

The aim of this essay is to critically consider two research papers; Gillian Bennett’s article ‘If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group’ (1995)[footnoteRef:1] with Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse’s paper, ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’ (1999).[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Gillian Bennett, “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake”: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group, In Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, 122-142. Logan, (Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), pp. 122-142.]  [2:  Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, vol. 60, no. 2., (Oxford University Press, 1999), pp. 187-197.] 

This essay will consider the methodologies applied by the researchers in terms of the validity of choice, the insider/outsider continuum in respect of chosen target groups and the literature reviewed in terms of relevance and underpinning the broader academic framework.
In order to contextualise the research papers, a brief overview of the authors will now follow. Erudite in the field of research; a Research Associate at the University of Sheffield, Research Fellow at Manchester Metropolitan University and having gained a doctorate at the University of Bristol in 1997 [footnoteRef:3], Gillian Bennet was additionally, an editor of a folklore journal[footnoteRef:4]. The research paper, ‘If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d have Baked a Cake’[footnoteRef:5], though published in 1995, contains interviews dating back to 1981 when Bennett ended her lecturing career in English literature, ‘turning her attention to folklore and oral narrative in 1980.’[footnoteRef:6] Bennett’s passion for folklore is evident within her esteemed editorial background, awards received and membership of relevant societies[footnoteRef:7], and the research article being explored in this paper is Bennett’s original research into folklore, the supernatural and foreknowledge within a neighbourhood group in an English middle-class suburb[footnoteRef:8]. [3:  University Press of Colorado, Gillian Bennett, (2021), http://upcolorado.com/our-books/our-authors/item/2403-gillian-bennett [Accessed 18 February 2022].]  [4:  Gillian Bennett, ‘Editorial’, Folklore, vol. 105, Folklore Enterprises, (Taylor & Francis Ltd., 1994), p. 1. http://www.jstor.org/stable/1260623.]  [5:  Gillian Bennett, “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake”: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group, In Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, 122-142. Logan, (Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), pp. 122-142.]  [6:  Amberley Publishing, Transport, Military, Local and General History, Gillian Bennett, (2020), https://www.amberley-books.com/author-community-main-page/b/gillian-bennett.html, [Accessed 18 February 2022].]  [7:  Contemporarylegend.org – The website for the International Society for Contemporary Legend Research, Dr. Gillian Bennett, (2016), https://upcolorado.com/our-books/our-authors/item/2403-gillian-bennett, [Accessed 18 February 2022].]  [8:  Gillian Bennett, “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake”: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group, In Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, 122-142. Logan, (Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), pp. 122-142.] 

As a well-versed scholar, lecturer, author, researcher and director at the Centre for Death and Society at the university of Bath[footnoteRef:9], Tony Walter unpacks the very taboo topics of death and the afterlife in his research and publications[footnoteRef:10]. Having a background in Freelance writing[footnoteRef:11], Walter turned his research focus to death in modern society[footnoteRef:12].   Working collaboratively with Helen Waterhouse, the research papers produced summarise the findings concerning belief in reincarnation regarding the Christian church, contemporary society and everyday life within English suburbs dating from 1999 to 2003 and have contributed to the field of reincarnation study; additionally, the papers are primarily intended for scholars and students within the field[footnoteRef:13]. The collaborative research paper, ‘A Very Private Belief’[footnoteRef:14], is an authoritative critique that was written in response to survey data concerning western belief and reincarnation[footnoteRef:15].                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 [9:  University of Bath, Tony Walter, (2015), https://researchportal.bath.ac.uk/en/persons/tony-walter, [Accessed 18 February 2022].]  [10:  Tony Walter, The Revival of Death: Two Decades On, (University of Glasgow: End of Life Studies, 17 October 2014), http://endoflifestudies.academicblogs.co.uk/the-revival-of-death-two-decades-on-by-tony-walter/, [Accessed 18 February 2022].]  [11:  University of Reading, Dr. Tony Walter, (2015), https://www.reading.ac.uk/AcaDepts/lw/staff/tony.htm, [Accessed 18 February 2022].]  [12:  Tony Walter, The Conversation, 8 October 2015, https://theconversation.com/profiles/tony-walter-197166, [Accessed 18 February 2022].]  [13:  University of Bath, Helen Waterhouse, (2022), https://researchportal.bath.ac.uk/en/searchAll/index/?search=Helen+Waterhouse&pageSize=25&showAdvanced=false&allConcepts=true&inferConcepts=true&searchBy=PartOfNameOrTitle, [Accessed 18 February 2022].]  [14:  Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, vol. 60, no. 2., (Oxford University Press, 1999), pp. 187-197.]  [15:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, pp. 187-188.] 

 Turning now to the secondary sources, a brief abstract will be given to identify the key points considered by the two authors. In response to John Beaumont’s observation that to say dreams are vain visions and to exclude divination from the experience of being alive, ‘…is contrary to Experience and the common Consent and Agreement of Mankind’[footnoteRef:16],  Gillian Bennett took as the primary focus of her research, the common assent and agreement concerning foreknowledge amongst a group of mature, middle-aged women in her hometown[footnoteRef:17]; examining how their social and moral obligations, structured the folklore shared[footnoteRef:18]. [16:  John Beaumont, An Historical Physiological and Theological Treatise of Spirits, Apparitions, Witchcrafts and Other Magical Practices, (London: D. Browne, 1705) cited in Gillian Bennett, “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake”: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group, In Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, 122-142. Logan, (Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), p. 121.]  [17:  Gillian Bennett, “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake”: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group, In Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, 122-142. Logan, (Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), p. 121.]  [18:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, p. 122.] 

As Bennett points out, ‘Perhaps the best place to begin any survey of British traditions is with John Aubrey’[footnoteRef:19], and using examples from preceding centuries to demonstrate how the supernatural and folklore experiences were determined according to the historical backdrop[footnoteRef:20], Bennett unpacks the events used by Aubrey to determine how the future could be predicted through the portentous occurrences[footnoteRef:21]. Bennett further demonstrates the correlation between the ‘two main strands in British folkloristic writing’[footnoteRef:22], namely divinatory practices and interpretations of signs, dreams and visions[footnoteRef:23] and proposes an explanatory theory by connecting the strands to modern methodologies such as the first strand represented by, ‘astrology, fortune tellers… psychics or mediums’[footnoteRef:24] and the second strand represented with ESP/telepathy[footnoteRef:25].  [19:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, p. 122.]  [20:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, pp. 122-126.]  [21:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, pp. 122-124.]  [22:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, p. 124.]  [23:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, p. 124.]  [24:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, p. 124.]  [25:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, p. 125.] 

Bennett found the understanding of divinatory and visionary practices to be evident within the interviews and narratives told[footnoteRef:26] whilst a negated view of divinatory practise was noted[footnoteRef:27]. Having therefore demonstrated the correlations between her findings, Bennett expounds an explanation on the perceived negative aspects of psychic power[footnoteRef:28] and in the subsequent chapters examines the traditional feminine role[footnoteRef:29], summarising that age is a notable variable[footnoteRef:30] when looking at belief in both strands of foreknowledge[footnoteRef:31]. [26:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, pp. 128-129.]  [27:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, pp. 130-132.]  [28:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, pp. 136-139.]  [29:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, p. 139.]  [30:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, pp. 140-141.]  [31:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, pp. 124-125.] 

Using survey data that indicated belief in reincarnation despite no connection to Eastern or New Age thinking[footnoteRef:32], Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse present critical research on the correlation between, ‘a group of English people’ and their reincarnation beliefs[footnoteRef:33]. Whilst survey data is unable to propose why reincarnation appears to be an increasingly emergent theory within the last century[footnoteRef:34], Walter and Waterhouse carried out a series of interviews to provide the necessary qualitative data to interpret the quantitative survey results[footnoteRef:35]. [32:  Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, vol. 60, no. 2., (Oxford University Press, 1999), p. 187.]  [33:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, p. 187.]  [34:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, p. 189.]  [35:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, pp. 188-190.] 

Walter and Waterhouse sought to exclusively seek out those with mainly Christian ideological beliefs in order to effectuate any correlations between religious belief and reincarnation[footnoteRef:36] and consequently, Walter and Waterhouse found that ‘half of our adult respondents revealed some connection with a church’[footnoteRef:37] while spiritualism and New Age practices were further noted regarding their nuanced or overt influence in terms of the findings[footnoteRef:38]. [36:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, pp. 189-190.]  [37:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, p. 190.]  [38:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, pp. 190-191.] 

When considering the effects of reincarnation on everyday life, Walter and Waterhouse point out that belief does not necessarily assume an important role in the morals, activities or values within the respondent’s life and assert that reincarnation is seen as ‘part of one’s belief system, but with no great effect on one’s life[footnoteRef:39]. As Walter and Waterhouse sum up, belief in reincarnation does not appear to cause an emerging chasm between traditional religious belief, does not dispel anachronistic beliefs and has little impact on the mundane activities of life[footnoteRef:40]. [39:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, p. 195.]  [40:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, p. 196.] 

A comparison of Bennett with Walter and Waterhouse will now be given. As Hennink, Hutter and Bailey point out, ‘While formatting the research question, the objectives of the research are simultaneously identified’[footnoteRef:41] and taking this into consideration, the methodology employed by the researcher must therefore demonstrate the best possible approach to answering the research problem[footnoteRef:42]. Having established the research question, Bennett chose methodology suitable for qualitative research; as Hennink, Hutter and Bailey points out, ‘to focus on exploring the processes behind behaviour to understand (or Verstehen)’[footnoteRef:43]. Acknowledging the research questions regarding foreknowledge to be somewhat ‘delicate’ in nature[footnoteRef:44], Bennett’s approach, using qualitative methods, is defined by Hennink, Hutter and Bailey as a way ‘to understand or explain behaviour and beliefs, identity processes and understand the context of people’s experiences’[footnoteRef:45] therefore allowing for an understanding of how ‘the women’s social situation and moral code shape the folklore that they share’[footnoteRef:46].  [41:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, (London: Sage Publications Ltd., 2013), p. 35.]  [42:  John W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative and Mixed Methods Approaches, 2nd Edition, (Sage Publications, 2003), p. 105.]  [43:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, (London: Sage Publications Ltd., 2013), p. 35.]  [44:  Gillian Bennett, “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake”: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group, In Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, 122-142. Logan, (Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), p. 126.]  [45:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, (London: Sage Publications Ltd., 2013), p. 17.]  [46:  Gillian Bennett, “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake”: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group, In Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, 122-142. Logan, (Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), p. 122.] 

This methodological approach is like that of Walter and Waterhouse who explored, ‘what reincarnation means to some of those who believe in it, why they find it attractive and how it relates to other aspects of their life’[footnoteRef:47]. In contrast to Bennett however, Walter and Waterhouse used survey data as the basis of their research and used the methodological approach of ‘an intensive interview study of a small number of English people[footnoteRef:48], seeking to examine the very notions of a belief in reincarnation as well as implications on religious belief and everyday life.[footnoteRef:49] [47:  Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, vol. 60, no. 2., (Oxford University Press, 1999), pp. 187.]  [48:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, p. 187.]  [49:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, p. 187-188.] 

Walter and Waterhouse’s methodology is further informed through previous primary data sources and the collection and interpretation of the survey data which posed intriguing questions that required further in-depth interviews ‘to elicit the meaning of reincarnation to those who believe in it’[footnoteRef:50]. Walter and Waterhouse noted that the adequate elucidation of what respondents termed as reincarnation was problematic, ‘Many had great difficulty articulating their musings’[footnoteRef:51] and observed that the explanations given, only served to further obfuscate an already esoteric concept[footnoteRef:52]. Therefore, the quantitative use of ‘yes-don’t know-no’ questions[footnoteRef:53], though appearing as incongruent to the nuanced conceptual truth of reincarnation, is a useful strategy utilised by Walter and Waterhouse to choose respondents who considered reincarnation as a legitimate concept/belief and therefore presented as suitable for interview[footnoteRef:54]. [50:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, p. 188.]  [51:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, p. 192.]  [52:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, p. 192.]  [53:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, p. 192.]  [54:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, p. 192.] 

Walter and Waterhouse utilise the mixed method approach, underpinning the research with quantitative surveys to follow further with qualitative, unstructured interviews; Alan Bryman notes the beneficial nature of such an approach, ‘the initial quantitative research allows for a ‘mapping’ of the issue to be addressed and also provides the basis for in-depth qualitative interviewing.’[footnoteRef:55] Inversely, Bennett favours a mainly qualitative approach of narrative interviews to elicit deeper understanding and the opportunity for the women to ‘cite personal examples.’[footnoteRef:56] While Bryman notes the favourable technique ‘allows considerable latitude for interviewees’[footnoteRef:57], Hennink, Hutter and Bailey discuss the need to ‘assess the balance between the narrative text and the quotations’[footnoteRef:58] and Bennett provides ample quotations to justify the choice of narrative methodology.[footnoteRef:59] [55:  Alan Bryman, Quantity and Quality in Social Research, (London and New York: Routledge, 1993), p. 137.]  [56:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, pp. 129.]  [57:  Alan Bryman, Quantity and Quality in Social Research, (London and New York: Routledge, 1993), p. 46.]  [58:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, (London: Sage Publications Ltd., 2013), p. 281.]  [59:  Gillian Bennett, “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake”: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group, In Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, 122-142. Logan, (Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), p. 128-139.] 

Hennink, Hutter and Bailey further note that ‘in-depth interviews are thus primarily used when you seek to capture people’s individual voices and stories’[footnoteRef:60], and given the nature of Bennett’s research problem, the intimate setting of a treatment room in which a doctor/Bennett’s father carried out treatment[footnoteRef:61]; though private and ‘conducive to personal conversation’[footnoteRef:62], could present ethical, bias and confidentiality concerns[footnoteRef:63]. Moreover, what applies for Bennett further applies to Walter and Waterhouse and the premise of group interviews and interviewing children as young as eleven[footnoteRef:64] could be problematic, as Hayes notes, ‘they may feel socially constrained and not contribute freely to the discussion.’[footnoteRef:65] [60:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, (London: Sage Publications Ltd., 2013), p. 110.]  [61:  Gillian Bennett, “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake”: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group, In Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, 122-142. Logan, (Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), p. 127.]  [62:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, p. 126.]  [63:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, (London: Sage Publications Ltd., 2013), pp. 68-72.]  [64:  Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, vol. 60, no. 2., (Oxford University Press, 1999), pp. 188-189.]  [65:  Nicky Hayes, Doing Psychological Research: Gathering and Analysing Data, (Buckingham: Open University Press, 2000), p. 395, cited in Judith Bell, Doing Your Research Project, 4th Edition, (Glasgow: Open University Press, 2009), pp. 163.] 

 It is further noted that Bennett as well as Walter and Waterhouse adopt the concept of Verstehen within their qualitative research; defined by Hennink, Hutter and Bailey as ‘understanding the life of the people whom you study from their own perspective, in their own context and describing this using their own words and concepts.’[footnoteRef:66] Though very much an outsider of her research group[footnoteRef:67], Bennett demonstrates an empathetic understanding of the women interviewed and is thus able to reason their motives and beliefs[footnoteRef:68] whilst Walter and Waterhouse adopt the Verstehen approach in order to ‘elicit the meaning of reincarnation to those who believe in it[footnoteRef:69].’ This empathetic approach, axiomatic with qualitative research methods, can be likened to cognitive, empathetic methodology[footnoteRef:70], wherein the understanding of the interviewee’s perspective is understood and recognised within the research[footnoteRef:71] [66:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, (London: Sage Publications Ltd., 2013), p. 17.]  [67:  Gillian Bennett, “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake”: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group, In Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, 122-142. Logan, (Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), p. 133.]  [68:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, p. 139.]  [69:  Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, vol. 60, no. 2., (Oxford University Press, 1999), p. 188.]  [70:  Karen E. Gerdes, Elizabeth A. Segel and Cynthia A. Lietz, Conceptualising and Measuring Empathy, The British Journal of Social Work, Vol. 40, no. 7, (Oxford University Press, 2010), p. 2236-2237. http://jstor.org/stable/43688037.]  [71:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, (London: Sage Publications Ltd., 2013), p. 70.] 

Yet the empathetic approach can present methodological problems when considering the reflexive and subjective stance of the researcher and the qualitative researcher therefore needs to reflect on their own ‘social background, assumptions, positioning and behaviour.’[footnoteRef:72] When undertaking her research, Bennett omits any reflexive contemplation on how the analysis of data gathered may be filtered through her personal lens[footnoteRef:73] and additionally, Walter and Waterhouse do not consider any reflexive bias  and as Hennink, Hutter and Bailey observes,  this may lead to a subjective interpretation of data, ‘researchers also bring their subjective influences to the research process particularly during data collection and interpretation.’[footnoteRef:74] [72:  L. Finlay and B. Gouch, Reflexivity: A Practical Guide for Researchers in Health and Social Sciences, (Oxford: Blackwell, 2003), cited in Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, (London: Sage Publications Ltd., 2013), p. 19.]  [73:  John W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative and Mixed Methods Approaches, 2nd Edition, (Sage Publications, 2003), p. 182.]  [74:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, (London: Sage Publications Ltd., 2013), p. 19.] 

As an outsider and moreover, from an etic perspective that is situated within a realist perspective to describe differences across cultures[footnoteRef:75], Bennett presents ‘these women’[footnoteRef:76], though living in the same suburban area, as older and inhabiting disparate worlds of thoughts and beliefs[footnoteRef:77]. Qualiative research is fundamentally open to interpretation and a lack of introspection regarding the researcher’s role as an outsider can lead to bias subjectivity[footnoteRef:78].  As the research subject for Bennett as well as Walter and Waterhouse concerns esoteric topics, an ontological awareness that reality is subjective and can provide varying beliefs is necessary, as Creswell and Path point out ‘…ontology, epistemology, rhetorical and methodological assumptions. The qualitative researcher chooses a stance on each of these assumptions’[footnoteRef:79]. Bennett adopts an ontological assumption, allowing the differing perspectives to form new findings in her research and to allow the women a voice to express their nature of reality through the frequent use of quotes[footnoteRef:80]. Bennett’s own ontological positioning is not discussed, and a reflexive account would clarify her etic, ontological position as an outsider of the group and the extent to which a detachment from the beliefs and prejudices of the group could be realised[footnoteRef:81]. [75:  Richa Nagar and Susan Geiger, Reflexivity and Personality in Feminist Fieldwork Revisited, ed. Adam Tickell et al., (Sage, 2007), p. 15.]  [76:  Gillian Bennett, “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake”: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group, In Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, 122-142. Logan, (Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), p. 127.]  [77:  Bennett, If I Knew You Were Coming, pp. 127-141.]  [78:  John W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative and Mixed Methods Approaches, 2nd Edition, (Sage Publications, 2003), p. 182.]  [79:  John W. Creswell and Cheryl N. Path, Qualitative Inquiry & Research Design: Choosing Among Five Approaches, 4th Edition, (Sage, 2018), p. 20.]  [80:  Gillian Bennett, “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake”: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group, In Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, 122-142. Logan, (Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), pp. 129-139.]  [81:  Abdi M. Kusow, Beyond Indigenous Authenticity: Reflections on the Insider/Outsider Debate in Immigration Research, (Iowa: Iowa State University, 2003), p. 592.] 

Likewise, Walter and Waterhouse are outside researchers in respect to their research on reincarnation[footnoteRef:82] though, like Bennett they belong to the same cultural group. Neither Bennett nor Walter and Waterhouse discuss their status as an outsider of the group or the associated problems of reflexivity, however they do not express their own shared experiences, beliefs or their own perspective when reporting on the findings. Bennett states that her father belongs to the same suburban community in which she conducts her research [footnoteRef:83] and Anzul, Ely, Friedman, Garner and Steinmetz note the importance of conducting qualitative research within a familiar social group in terms of trustworthiness[footnoteRef:84].  [82:  Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, vol. 60, no. 2., (Oxford University Press, 1999), pp. 188-190.]  [83:  Gillian Bennett, “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake”: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group, In Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, 122-142. Logan, (Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), p. 127.]  [84:  Margaret Anzul, Margot Ely, Teri Freidman, Diane Garner and Ann McCormack-Steinmetz, Doing Qualitative Research: Circles Within Circles, (London: Routledge, 1991), p. 156.] 

In regard to the literature review, Creswell points out the necessity to inform the reader of relevant, comparable studies to the research[footnoteRef:85] whilst Chris Hart notes that ‘without it, you will not acquire an understanding of your topic’[footnoteRef:86] and therefore the literature review informs and directs the research.  [85:  John W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative and Mixed Methods Approaches, 2nd Edition, (Sage Publications, 2003), pp. 29-30.]  [86:  Chris Hart, Doing a Literature Review: Releasing the Social Science Research Imagination, (London: Sage in association with The Open University, 1998) cited in Judith Bell, Doing Your Research Project, 4th Edition, (Glasgow: Open University Press, 2009), p. 99.] 

Seeking to add to existing data regarding ‘people who take seriously the possibility of reincarnation’[footnoteRef:87], Walter and Waterhouse looked to build upon previous data indicating an increasing prevalence regarding reincarnation belief within Western society and particularly in the context of orthodox, Christian belief[footnoteRef:88]. Quantitative data provided by Walter and Waterhouse through primary source data is therefore disanalogous to Bennett for whom, the methodological underpinning of research consist of insights into the historical elucidation of foreknowledge that necessitate qualitative research to gain an understanding of modern-day folklore in terms of moral and societal obligations.[footnoteRef:89] [87:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, p. 187.]  [88:  Walter and Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief, p. 190.]  [89:  Gillian Bennett, “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake”: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group, In Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, 122-142. Logan, (Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), p. 122.] 

Jeffrey Knopf considers the benefit of moving away from ‘the traditional literature’ that focuses on academic books and articles, looking at alternative sources such as survey data to provide the relevant information[footnoteRef:90]. After all, as Creswell notes, ‘in mixed methods research, the use of literature will depend on the type of strategy of inquiry and the weight given to qualitative or quantitative [footnoteRef:91]research in the study’. Therefore, looking at previous surveys is a valuable tool in establishing previous and contemporary belief patterns in reincarnation and thus enables Walter and Waterhouse to determine the questions and relevant groups to use for interview and questionnaires[footnoteRef:92].  [90:  Jeffrey W. Knopf, Doing a Literature Review, PS: Political Science and Politics, vol. 39, no. 1, (American Political Science Association, Cambridge University Press, 2006), p. 128, http://www.jstor.org/stable/20451692.]  [91:  John W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative and Mixed Methods Approaches, 2nd Edition, (Sage Publications, 2003), p. 46.]  [92:  Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, vol. 60, no. 2., (Oxford University Press, 1999), pp. 188.] 

For Bennett, looking at the historical context of foreknowledge and tracing its development to modern times, brought forth the necessary knowledge concerning the progression of the concept throughout the centuries[footnoteRef:93]. Marcus Collins and Peter Stearns identifies history as ‘a vehicle through which the field can reflect on our own practices’[footnoteRef:94] whilst Barbara Lawrence postulates on the benefits of looking through a historical lens[footnoteRef:95]. [93:  Gillian Bennett, “If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d Have Baked a Cake”: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group, In Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, 122-142. Logan, (Utah: Utah University Press, 1995), pp. 122-126.]  [94:  Marcus Collins and Peter Stearns, Why Study History? The American Historical Association, (London Publishing Partnership, 2020) cited in Jamie Callahan, Reconstructing, Constructing, and Deconstructing the Field: The Importance of Historical Manuscripts in HRDR, (Human Resources Development Review, 2010), p. 312.]  [95:  Barbara S. Lawrence, Historical Perspective: Using the Past to Study the Present, vol. 9, no. 2, (The Academy of Management Review, 1984), p. 308.] 

To sum up, the evidence suggests that though analogous when considering the theoretical frameworks to their research problems, Bennett considers the divergent views regarding foreknowledge and divination through qualitative research and postulating a brief historical context to underpin the research problem whereas Walter and Waterhouse apply both quantitative and qualitative approaches within their methodology and draw on previous survey data to predicate the outcomes of their research
As expressed, Bennett as well as Walter and Waterhouse apply qualitative methodological approaches including semi structured interviews within their research, unpacking and interpreting the data received, yet a reflexive account would prove useful to discern the impact of their empathetic and subjective biases regarding the phenomenal and emotional world of their research.  
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