Archival Exercise
This archival exercise focuses on a small village in modern-day Denbighshire, North Wales, named Dyserth. I will progress chronologically through various archival databases and sources, demonstrating how even in a small village such as Dyserth, major changes and landmark events throughout Welsh, English and British history is reflected within its local past.

Archive Source 1
London
  The National Archives
    E 31/2/2/3065 Folio 269r
The first archival entry in recorded history for Dyserth is found in the Domesday Book of 1085-6, a record created for tax and land use purposes instigated by William the Conqueror. The manuscript entries for all the counties are located in two books, Little and Great Domesday, found in the National Archives at Kew. Both have been digitised for free use on the National Archives website. 
Two references to Dyserth are found in the Great Domesday Book, listed under Robert of Rhuddlan and Earl Hugh of Chester’s land-possessions. Earl Hugh’s possessions list Dyserth as a Berewick - farmland reserved for the Lord’s use. Robert of Rhuddlan’s possessions list Dyserth as having a church with a priest and a mill, demonstrating that by 1085-6, both agricultural and religious habitation in the area appear to be longstanding. 
Furthermore, the land is described as being ‘waste’ when Earl Hugh received it and was likewise under the rule of Edward the Confessor, leading to two conclusions. Waste could mean destroyed by William the Conqueror’s army expanding his realm and settlements, or destroyed the Welsh and Anglo-Saxons before the Norman conquest. That said, the land ‘never paid geld, nor has it been hidated,’ meaning it was never assessed for tax purposes by the Anglo-Saxon geld, or land tax. Therefore, waste could also indicate that the land of Dyserth was never controlled by Anglo-Saxon rulers, instead being ruled by the Welsh Princes. 
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Archive Source 2
London
  The National Archives
    SC 1/2/67 (Ancient Correspondence)
    SC 1/2/81 (Ancient Correspondence)
These two archival sources are letters from King Henry III issued to English defences along the Anglo-Welsh border. They are located in the National Archives at Kew, listed under Special Collections: Ancient Correspondence of the Chancery and the Exchequer, where  many of the entries listed under this heading survive only in poor condition,
 	Part of their contents concerns Dyserth Castle, potentially before and after a siege. The first letter was written to the marcher lord John Lestrange in June 1244, assuring Lestrange that if Dyserth castle is to be sieged by the Welsh, aid and assistance will be given to them. The second letter is undated and addressed to one of Henry’s principal military commanders, John De Grey. It’s content demands that that the damaged wooden palisade around Chester castle is to be rebuilt using lime and stone, and in the same manner, so is the damaged bailey around Dyserth Castle. 
Both letters show a significant historical development for Dyserth. Revealed in the first letter is the geographic importance of Dyserth for the English position into Wales. This is made clearer in the second, as to rebuild Dyserth Castle out of stone demonstrates that Henry desires both a permanency of position in the region, and the ability to withstand a large siege. 

Archive Source 3
London
  Lambeth Palace Library 
    COMM/12A/1 
    COMM/11C/20
The first source is from September 1649 and records land held by the Dean and Chapters of St Asaph, including Dyserth’s Rectory held in commendam by the bishopric that is to be put up for sale. The second source from 1654 grants to Rice Williams the tithes of Dyserth previously held by the Archdeacon of St Asaph, as well noting that Rice is to pay £80 a year in rent. Both of these archival sources are found in the Lambeth Palace Library, the National Archive of the Church of England, who also possess the Commonwealth Records for ecclesiastical administration dating from 1643-1660. The two sources I have found are listed under Parliamentary Surveys and Leases of Tithes respectively.   
 The most significant aspect concerning these sources for Dyserth are their dates. The English Commonwealth was established in 1649, and as part of its reforms surveys were undertaken assessing the value of land confiscated from the Church, as demonstrated in the first extract. Ecclesiastical tithes were reappropriated as a financial augmentation for laymen who would pay rent alongside this, as seen in the second extract. Additionally, in 1654 the Commonwealth ejected ministers and clergy it deemed scandalous and concurrently established the Committee for the Approbation of Public Preachers to determine ministers eligible to receive augmentation. 
Therefore from these sources I can estimate that in 1654, Rice Williams, having been accepted by the Committee, was eligible for augmentation and residency in Dyserth rectory that was confiscated by the Commonwealth in 1649. 
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Archive Source 4 
Hawarden
  North East Wales Archives
    QS/DR/89
My final archival source dates to 1863, and is found in the North East Wales Archives, previously known as the Flintshire Record Office. This is a local archive providing official records for the North East of Wales in the modern counties of Flintshire and Denbighshire and is maintained by both county councils. This archival entry contains a private planning application along with maps submitted to the county office in 1863, for the construction of a privately funded branch railway line running off the LNWR (London & Northwest Railway) mainline servicing Dyserth.
The route proposed in the plans and maps purposefully run close to the Talargoch Lead Mine, past Marian Mill, and past Iron Mines at Marian Cwm. I also know from personal anecdote that this railway line ran purposefully close to a large limestone quarry located within the hill Moel Hiraddug, overshadowing Dyserth. Therefore, this archive demonstrates how the land in and surrounding Dyserth was in significant enough demand by Victorian businessmen to propose the construction of an ambitious branch line. Servicing Dyserth with freight trains was clearly necessary to transport the mined or quarried material back to the mainline, reflective of the landscape changes occurring during the industrial revolution. 
Conclusion 
Having found archival entries for Dyserth roughly 200 years apart from one another, I believe that I have successfully demonstrated how Dyserth’s history is reflected in four major historical eras in Britain: the Norman invasion, English and Welsh wars, the English Commonwealth, and the Industrial Revolution. A possible future direction I would take for this archival compilation would to examine a wider array of archival databases such as the National Library of Wales, and focus on finding archival entries from time periods I have not discussed above. Additionally, I could follow up on some of the archival sources listed, such as discovering whether the plans for the train line were successful and to what extent, or whether Dyserth Castle ever was rebuilt in stone and what its final fate was.
