MODULE CODE: CSCW7004 
TITLE: Screenwriting
LEVEL: 7
CREDITS: 30


AIM(S)
· To consolidate, refine and enhance students’ understanding of key elements in the practice of writing screen plays.
· To explore the process of script production and the factors affecting development from proposal to submitted script.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to
demonstrate:
· a high degree of craftsmanship, and or originality and imagination in the creation of an effective screen narrative;
· a systematic and comprehensive knowledge of the processes of script development as a creative activity within the context of current film and television production practices;
· a clear understanding of the legal and contractual requirements that pertain to scripts written for transmission/broadcast;
· a clear understanding of the relationship of the audience with the work on the screen;
· advanced and sustained appreciation of the history of Western cinema and television.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
In this module students will be introduced to the conventions and disciplines of film and TV writing. The process of script production and the factors affecting development from proposal to submitted script will be examined. They will explore the processes of script development as a creative activity within the context of current film and television production practices with particular awareness of the author’s responsibilities and relationships within such development.

Workshops will cover some or all of the following:
· script development: premise, proposal, treatment;
· the creation of the world of story;
· character depiction through action and dialogue;
· focused scene structure;
· plot complexity and appropriate use of time and location;
· legal and contractual requirements. 

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning 
	30 
	10%

	Independent learning 
	270
	90%

	TOTAL 
	300
	100%



ASSESSMENT
Coursework 100%
Portfolio to include:
· A 30 minute Film or TV script (70%)
· Development material to include:
· Premise, proposal and treatment, character biographies, step outline (20%)
· Reflective log (10%)
TOTAL 100%
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