Global Perspectives in Education

An article written in the Guardian newspaper had a shocking headline, “UK schools record more than 60,000 racist incidents in five years” (Batty, Parveen, 2021). It’s headlines like this that make it obvious why teaching Global Perspectives in schools and within society is so important. Being able to teach children and older students global affairs in an authentic way helps them understand and accept other cultures. Students will build up more empathy as they learn and understand the different types of living styles around the world. Being able to see how other people live and how it can be so different to the way that they themselves live. Developing knowledge and understanding of the world opens the eyes of the students and gives them the mindset that a world exists beyond their own school walls. With advance technology available today children are able to connect to students in other countries interacting and collaborating via social media, skype, email etc… (Ross, 2020).
Through an understanding of Global Perspective students can see that they can make a difference in educational opportunities not just where they live but all over the world through determination and compassion. How decisions they make in life can have an impact on how they and others live (Gurbuxani, 2016).
The aim of this essay is to identify a country in the majority world and to critically explore the barriers there are in accessing good and consistent education for children of all ages. Looking at the history of the country and the national, regional, and international policies. The country that will be explored in this way is Kenya.  
Kenya is a country in East Africa, with a population of 48,952,000 (approx.) famous for its breath-taking landscapes and vast wildlife. (Ingham, 2021).   Kenya was named after a mountain Mt Kenya. The people that lived in this area were known as Kikuyu, they referred to the area as Kirinyaga which meant ‘mountain of whiteness as the top of the mountain had a snow-capped peak. The country was later claimed as ‘Kenya’ as the British claimed it as their colony but was unable to pronounce Kirinyaga correctly (Embassy of The Republic of Kenya Cairo, 2022).  In 1895 the British Empire colonized Kenya, to mainly protect its commercial interests in East Africa. The British Government founded the East African Protectorate and then introduced white settlers into the country. The white settlers were allowed to make themselves heard in government whereas Africans were banned from political participation. In 1920 Kenya was declared an official British Colony. This affected Kenya politically, economically, and socially. The British forced their beliefs and way of life on the Africans in hope of making them more civilized! The population contained far more ethnic groups that were all living under British law, only three percent were non-Africans. In some ways there was a benefit to colonialism, it abolished slavery and human sacrifice which were seen as uncivilized. Other African traditions such as witchcraft eventually faded as Roman Catholic and Protestant religions grew widespread.   Kenya also had some economical benefits with the increase of railroads and post offices, but the African people suffered harsh labour systems, oppression, and racism. The average earnings of Africans were significantly lower than their European counterparts. The British completely stripped Africa of its cultural background and social traditions, it reshaped African society and completely changed their lifestyle (Davis, 2016).
In 1942, a movement started in secrecy to fight for freedom from the British rules. Members of the Kikuyu, Meru, Embu and Kamba tribes made an oath to fight for freedom. The Mau Mau movement began to gain National Sovereignty. These so called ‘freedom fighters’ suffered death and imprisonment during their battle. Kenya was put under a state of emergency between 1952-1959 due to the affects of the battle between the British colonial rule and the Mau Mau rebellion. Thousands of Kenyans were incarcerated in detention camps. This had an impact on African’s participation in the political process. For the first time in 1954 all three races living in East Africa were allowed into the Kenya Legislative Council on a representative basis. In 1962 Jomo Kenyatta’s became the first Kenya President, he was the founder of the movement Mau Mau. Kenya then finally gained independence on 12th December 1963. Even though Kenya had gained independence from the British regime they did join the British Commonwealth (Kenya, 2022).
During its colonization, education in Kenya was racially controlled. Europeans, Asians and Africans were segregated and depending on what nationality they were depended on what facilities or education they received. Christian Missionaries were established for creating the first formal teaching for native Kenyans. By 1924, ninety percent of all schools were missionary schools. The primary goal and outcome were to create ‘good Christians’. The lack of formal education was a means to control Africans and to set in them a sense of inferiority. The government also controlled the finances that supported the missionary schools. They were directed that Africans were taught agricultural skills, hygiene classes, and limited reading and writing skills (Lots of Essays, 2022).
Africa is a developing country and there is a contrast between urban and rural culture in Kenya.  Its capital is Nairobi a city with modern day skyscrapers that tower over shanty towns in the distance that house refugees that are fleeing civil wars that are happening in neighbouring countries. The city has theatres, nightlife, nightclubs, restaurants, cinemas. In the cities people live in modern apartment buildings but in the poorer parts of the countryside tribes live in far worse conditions. Houses are made from grass, sticks or reed and are rectangular in shape.  This just shows the vast contrast to living in different parts of the country. A big barrier to learning for children in Kenya is that they have very different upbringings depending on their gender. Girls are taught how to carry water, cook and how to look after and care for children. However boys are educated and schooled in herding and working the fields. Nairobi has a population of three million people, half of these live in slum conditions. Kibera and Mathare Valley are the second largest slums, they have no public schools and sadly there are over 100,00 orphaned children. In these areas there are no government services or sanitation facilities. As there are no basic needs, sanitation, or policing. Living in the slums is extremely dangerous and has high levels of crime, diseases such as AIDS and severe malnutrition. The average life span of someone living in these conditions is 30 years old. Boys who are not attending school or receiving any education turn to a life of gang culture, criminal activity, and drugs. Girls face a life rape, exploitation, prostitution, and early unwanted pregnancies (Kijade Children’s Education Fund, 2021).
Bronfenbrenner Ecological Systems Theory (1974) looks at the relationships and environment that the child has and is growing up in. He believed that family, school, cultural laws, and customs all affect the development of the child. So when we are studying a child’s development, we need to look at not only the child but their immediate environment. In relation to these children living in poverty in Kenya, those who do not attend any schooling rely on their surrounding family, friends as influencers. As previously explained, boys who do not attend school follow the culture of those before them, which isn’t always a positive environment. Bronfenbrenner is correct in what his theory says, and highlights the importance of education and a stable environment to enable the children to thrive and achieve their goals in life (McLeod, 2020).
Once Kenya gained its independence, primary and secondary enrolment soared. In 1963, the new president promised free education for all citizens. This was a promise he could only partially keep. In 1974 fees for the first four years of Primary School were abolished. Underemployment and unemployment increased during these times as better educated citizens entered the hunt for jobs. Schools were meant to have government assistance to properly prepare and equip teachers with learning materials, however this did not  happen, there was no money to hire or train teachers. The government quickly created a policy of ‘Education for Self-Reliance’, Julius Nyerere (1967) was Africa’s most respected figures in lifelong leaning and education. He had a vision of education and social action. The policy recommends that education should be relevant to the society. The person who is educated must serve within the society, the education must involve problem solving and be work oriented (Sanga, 2018). 
The national education system in Kenya consists of three different levels. Children start school at the age of seven, they have eight years of free compulsive primary education and then four years secondary which is expensive for most of the population and then four years of higher education. Learners can only start secondary school if they achieve a Kenyan Certificate of Primary Education (Britannica, 2022). Unless they gain this qualification, they cannot progress to the next stage of education. Only half of all the population complete the first seven years of primary education and only one seventh of these continue onto higher education. Kenya’s educational system has suffered widespread criticism of cheating and due to the increasing demand for secondary schools they have a shortage of qualified teachers (Every Culture, 2022).  Even though education is free during primary school, parents are expected to pay for textbooks, uniform and pay towards the teachers salary. This creates another barrier for those living in poverty. In these situations boys would be favoured over girls in attending school. The culture in these rural areas in Kenya is that girls are expected to marry young and have children.
Abraham Maslow (1943) was a theorist that created a motivational theory which consisted of a five-tier pyramid which depicted the levels of human needs that have to be achieved in order for a person to reach their full potential in life. These needs are food and clothing, safety, love and belong on, esteem and self-actualization. Goals that can not be met by the conditions that the children are living in in parts of Kenya. The only hope that these children have of achieving and escaping poverty is education (McLeod, 2020). 
What support is there for developing education and making it available to all genders and people living in poverty. In 1989 The United Nations created the ‘Convention on the Rights of the Child’, this was created to protect the rights of all children regardless of economic status or religion. The ethos was that every child should be recognised, protected, and respected as a valuable and unique member of society. Over half of the African countries signed up to the convention, however just a year later in 1990 the African Governments disliked the low involvement they had when this legislation was created. They felt that the articles did not represent the real-life experiences of an African child. Therefore they adopted their own version, the ‘African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) came into force in 1999. 
The UNCRC has fifty-four articles that show children’s rights and how the governments should work together to promote and make available to all children. The ACRWC has 48 articles, the main purpose was to adapt the rights that the UN Convention had created so it would address the challenges that African children were facing. Many of the rights are the same between the two legislations but it does differ in a number of ways. The African charter prohibits child marriages, insists the minimum age for marriage is 18, all marriages must be registered in an official registry. Pregnant girls have the right to continue with education, there is protection from Apartheid, no child under the age of 18 years can be recruited into armed forces or take part in hostilities, there are no references to the rights of a child to an adequate standard of living. There is an article that sets out the responsibilities of the child, this is not something that appears in the UNCRC.  It also includes an article on the rights of the children where mothers are imprisoned, which is not included in the UNCRC (Open Learn Create, 2017).
Article twenty-eight and twenty-nine of the UNCRC focuses on a child’s right to an education. It states:
Article 28 – “State Parties recognise the right of children to education” and “should take all appropriate measures to ensure that school discipline is administered in a manner consistent with the child’s human dignity.” 
Article 29 – “Focuses on the aims of education, the education of the child shall be directed to: The development of the child’s personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential. The development of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms and the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations. The development of respect for the child’s parents, his or her own cultural identity, language, and values, for the national values of the country in which the child is living, the country from which he or she may originate and for civilisations different from his or her own. The preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society in the spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance, equality of sexes, and friendship among all peoples, ethnic, national and religious groups and persons of indigenous origin. The development of respect for the natural environment (UNICEF, 2022).
How does this compare with ACRWC, Article eleven states:
“Every child has the right to an education, to develop his or her personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential. This education also includes the preservation and strength of positive African morals, traditional values, and cultures. Governments should also make special measures in respect of female, gifted and disadvantaged children to ensure equal access to education for all sections of the community.  The preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society, in the spirit of understanding tolerance, dialogue, mutual respect and friendship among all peoples ethnic tribal and religious groups. Provide free and compulsory basic education. Encourage the development of secondary education in its different forms and to progressively make it free and accessible to all” (African Union, 2012).  
Comparing the two, you can see that the UNCRC is looking for people to accept other people’s differences whereas the ACRWC perspective is protecting their cultures, values. It is positive to see that they are identifying the needs of female students and making education accessible to all, however previous findings showed that only half the population completed the first seven years of education, with the biggest barrier being money and poverty. The ACRWC was created in 1990, these statistics were taken from 2021! The promises made eleven years ago has not changed education to where it should be. 
Another group helping to support girls and break down the barriers of education for females is ‘The Girl Child Network’ that works in partnership with Educate a Child, organised group discussions within the villages to express the importance of educating girls. They spoke to fathers expressing the benefits and possibilities that their daughters could have by just letting them attend school (Educate A Child, 2016).  
In 2015 the United Nations created a plan of action to head the world into a sustainable and resilient path. This was called 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The hope is that it will create peace and prosperity for everyone on the planet. It contains seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). These goals will guide all the global, national, and regional efforts until the year 2030. The goals that affect a child’s readiness to learn according to Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs are: No poverty, Zero Hunger, Good Health and Well Being, Quality Education, Clean Water and Sanitation. Having achieved these goals will set children on a path to more fulfilling lives (Karun, 2019). 
In 2017 just before the world faced a global pandemic a blog that talked about the education standards in Kenya, gave a positive outlook that the system was improving. It stated that in an attempt to improve the quality of teaching the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) was training 90,000 teachers to work within the schools. The adult literacy rate was now eighty percent whereas before the regional average was sixty one percent. The GPE and the World Bank together spent over $18 million on training and equipping schools with the stationary they needed (Lewis, 2017).  With this support families living in poverty would be able to send their children to school. Reading through the various policies and laws that have been passed over the years, it is clear to see that steps have been made to try and improve the quality of teaching in Kenya and progression has been made. However evidence seen on social media, news show that families are still living in poverty and in appalling conditions in parts of Kenya, especially as the world recovers after the pandemic. Families in the United Kingdom battle each day to get their children to go to school, to do homework, but children in Kenya walk miles across hills, cliffs, bridges just to have the opportunity to learn.  
Nelson Mandel said, “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world, no country will develop unless its citizens are educated” (Loo, 2018).
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