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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL


	RESEARCH STUDENTS
This form is to be completed by the student within SIX months for full-time students and TWELVE months for part time students, after the commencement of the research degree or following progression to Part Two of your course. 

Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).

This document is also available in Welsh.


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.




In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	Yang Li

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	☐	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☒


	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	Art & design institute

	4
	Campus:
	Swansea campus

	5
	E-mail address:
	yangl_6105@163.com

	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	07561317986

	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	2407169

	8
	Programme of Study:
	The Professional Doctorate in Art and Design

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	



SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☐	NO
	☒
	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Other (write in)

	☐	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒
	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
	1
	Institution
	


	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	Reconstructing the Myths of the Chinese Serpent Totem: A Practice-Based Research on Illustration in Cultural Communication among Generation Z

	2
	Proposed start date:
	2024.10
	Proposed end date:
	2027.9

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity

Chinese mythology is an important cultural resource of Chinese civilisation, within which serpent totem myths hold a distinctive position in cosmogony, the establishment of order and cultural narratives (Yi, 2015; Allan, 1991; Chen, 2024). This imagery is found not only in narratives such as the Shan Hai Jing (Classic of Mountains and Seas) and The Legend of the White Snake, but also endures in forms such as bronze vessel motifs and folk art, constituting an underlying structure of memory in Chinese culture (Allan, 2007; Hong, 2025; Luo, 2021). However, in the contemporary context of digitalisation and globalisation, Chinese Generation Z (born 1995–2010), although representing the group with the greatest consumer potential and influence (Hu, 2022; Chang, 2023), has been deeply influenced by popular culture and the internet during their formative years. As a result, their systematic understanding and interest in traditional mythology have gradually diminished, leading to the marginalisation of traditional myths in everyday cultural consumption (Zhang, 2025; Yin, 2024; Shuxin, 2023). Existing modes of dissemination rely heavily on textual or audiovisual works, but they lack forms of expression that align with the media habits and aesthetic preferences of younger audiences, creating barriers in communication between cultural resources and intended audiences (Jenkins, 2006; Manovich, 2002; Yu, 2024).

Within scholarly research, existing studies have primarily focused on theoretical analyses in mythology and semiotics (Eliade, 2025; Barthes, 1972; Lotman, 1990), studies of illustration and visual communication (Male, 2019; Huang et al., 2023) and explorations of how new media and digital storytelling shape the pathways of cultural transmission (Manovich, 2002; Jenkins, 2006). However, there remains a lack of systematic research that takes the “Chinese serpent totem mythology” as an entry point, integrating illustration with new media approaches and specifically addressing Chinese Generation Z.

Therefore, this research centers on illustration to visually reconstruct the Chinese serpent totem mythology, while incorporating new media technologies such as animation, dynamism, and augmented reality (AR) as auxiliary means, in order to explore its reinterpretation and communicative value among Chinese Generation Z. The research aims to address the challenges faced by traditional mythology in the context of digitalisation and globalisation, to reveal the unique role of illustration in cultural transmission, and to provide both scholarly and practical references for revitalising traditional mythology in contemporary times.

(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Research Question

Main Research Question:
How can the myths of the Chinese serpent totem be visually reconstructed through illustration to facilitate their cultural dissemination and understanding among Generation Z?

Sub-questions:
1. How can the core narratives and symbols of Chinese serpent totem mythology be transformed into illustration-based expressions suitable for acceptance by Generation Z?

2. What are the interests and challenges of Chinese Generation Z audiences in understanding and accepting Chinese serpent totem mythology?

3. To what extent can the application of new media technologies such as AR, animation and interactive approaches support illustration practices in enhancing communicative effectiveness?

4. How can illustration practice provide insights into the reinterpretation and cultural dissemination of traditional mythology in the digital age?

(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Aims of Research Activity

This research aims to visually reconstruct Chinese serpent totem mythology through illustration, while incorporating new media technologies (such as AR, animation, dynamic and interactive presentation) as supporting methods. It explores how Chinese Generation Z university students (aged 18–30) in contemporary cultural contexts receive, understand and reinterpret traditional mythology. The research not only seeks to reveal the cultural reception characteristics of Generation Z, but also aims to combine academic research with creative practice to provide new pathways for the dissemination and revitalisation of traditional mythology in the digital age, thereby responding to academic discussions on how to maintain the vitality of cultural heritage in contemporary society.

(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity

Objective 1 – Literature and Visual Case Studies:
To establish the academic and cultural context of the research by reviewing the main narratives and symbolic elements of Chinese serpent totem mythology and referring to relevant literature and theories such as visual communication, semiotics and digital storytelling. In addition, to build the theoretical and visual foundations for illustration practice and cultural dissemination through historical and contemporary visual case studies related to the Chinese serpent totem.

Objective 2 – Audience Cognition and Needs:
Through questionnaires and interviews, this research will analyse Chinese Generation Z university students’ understanding of Chinese serpent totem mythology, their barriers to acceptance and their needs in cultural dissemination, in order to identify the key factors influencing its reinterpretation.

Objective 3 – Illustration Practice:
Based on mythological research and audience survey results, I will create a series of illustrations themed on Chinese serpent totem mythology, and integrate dynamic and interactive modes of expression through animation, AR and other new media forms, in order to enhance the appeal and communicative effectiveness of the illustrations among Generation Z, thereby promoting their participation and cultural understanding.

Objective 4 - Evaluation and Reflection:
Through art exhibition and audience feedback, I will systematically evaluate the communicative effectiveness of illustration creations themed on the Chinese serpent totem among Chinese Generation Z. The evaluation will reveal their value in the renewed cognition of mythology understanding and cultural communication, as well as their limitations in cultural understanding and audience participation. On this basis, I will conduct reflection to guide subsequent creation, research and academic discussion.


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	
1. Target Audience Definition:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The target audience of this research consists of Chinese Generation Z university students aged 18 to 30. As digital natives, they have grown up in an environment dominated by the internet and new media, becoming more familiar with global popular culture while their systematic understanding and interest in traditional mythology have gradually declined (Hu, 2022; Chang, 2023; Zhang, 2025; Yin, 2024). Studies indicate that the cultural identity of this group is increasingly influenced by globalised entertainment symbols, while the status of traditional mythology in their everyday cultural consumption has been gradually marginalised (Shuxin, 2023). Moreover, the dissemination of mythology still relies primarily on texts and classical audiovisual media, which fail to align with the media habits and aesthetic preferences of Generation Z, thereby creating communicative barriers (Jenkins, 2006; Song et al., 2023). Therefore, taking Generation Z university students aged 18 to 30 as the research participants helps to reveal the communicative challenges of traditional mythology in the digital context and provides a representative sample for exploring reinterpretation pathways suited to the characteristics of younger audiences. Participants under 18 years old will not be recruited, and the research does not involve vulnerable groups.

2. Qualitative Research:
2.1 Literature Review
This research will adopt a structured literature review to examine the narratives, semiotic meanings and visual representations of the Chinese serpent totem mythology. The literature will be sourced primarily from Google Scholar, CNKI, as well as other relevant art and cultural databases, focusing on scholarly research in mythology, visual communication, digital storytelling and illustration practice. By analysing existing studies, this research seeks to identify the challenges in disseminating traditional Chinese mythology among Generation Z, explore the potential of illustration and new media as tools for cultural translation, and thereby construct a research framework that provides both theoretical and visual foundations for the practical illustration work.

2.2 Small-Scale Pilot Questionnaire
Prior to the illustration stage, a small-scale pilot questionnaire will be administered to approximately 20–30 Chinese Generation Z university students (aged 18-30). The questionnaire will consist of several open-ended questions designed to explore their understanding of Chinese serpent totem mythology, areas of interest and aesthetic preferences. The purpose is to understand comprehension barriers and aesthetic divergences, thereby providing reference for the illustration design.

2.3 Interviews (Pre-Creation Stage)
A preliminary set of semi-structured interviews will be conducted with 3-5 university students to explore their understanding of Chinese serpent totem imagery and their expectations regarding illustration styles and new media representations. The findings will be used to guide the artistic creation and ensure that the illustration design aligns more closely with the target audience’s ways of understanding.

2.4 Feedback Questionnaire
After completion, the artworks will be exhibited in various formats to ensure accessibility for a wider range of participants. A feedback questionnaire will be distributed to approximately 80-100 participants, with a target of at least 80 valid responses. The questionnaire will collect data on participants’ level of understanding of the works, their visual acceptance and their evaluation of the interactive experience. These results will be compared with the preliminary data in order to assess the role of illustration in facilitating the dissemination of mythology.

2.5 Interviews and Observational Study
During the exhibition stage, 15-20 students will be invited to participate in semi-structured interviews to further explore their interpretive experiences, aesthetic responses and acceptance of new media elements. In addition, the researcher will observe and record participants’ natural behaviours and reactions during the exhibition (such as time spent viewing the works, distribution of attention, modes of interaction and facial expressions) as a complement to the questionnaires and interviews, thereby providing more direct qualitative evidence.

3. Quantitative Research:
3.1 Pre-Creation Questionnaire
Before the creation of the illustrations, a small-scale questionnaire survey (approximately 20-30 valid responses) will be conducted to collect baseline data from Chinese Generation Z university students (aged 18-30). The questionnaire will cover their level of knowledge of Chinese serpent totem mythology, their areas of interest in traditional mythology, their aesthetic preferences and their acceptance of new media formats (such as animation and AR). In order to identify the audience’s core needs and potential barriers to understanding, and to provide reference for subsequent illustration design, the data will be processed using descriptive statistics.

3.2 Questionnaire (Post-Creation)
The completed illustrations will be exhibited, and quantitative data will be collected through a feedback questionnaire, with a target of 80-100 valid responses. The questionnaire will use Likert scales and multiple-choice questions, focusing on assessing the audience’s level of understanding after experiencing the works, their visual acceptance, interactive experience and sense of cultural identity. The data will be analyzed using SPSS or Excel through statistical and cross-analysis, and compared with the pre-creation questionnaire results, in order to evaluate the effectiveness of illustration and new media approaches in promoting the dissemination of Chinese serpent totem mythology.

3.3 Secondary Data Analysis (for Supplementary Purposes Only)
The research will collect and analyze secondary data as supplementary material. Illustrations featuring Chinese serpent totem elements will be sourced from academic databases, museum digital resources, and contemporary illustration platforms such as Behance and Pinterest. Keyword and trend analyses, combined with user comments and levels of engagement such as likes, will be used to compare audience preferences with existing visual representations. This supplementary analysis will complement the primary data and further validate the reliability of the research findings.

4. Research Design – Linear Research Design:
This research adopts a “visual reconstruction” approach to reinterpret the Chinese serpent totem mythology through illustration, with dynamism and interactive techniques incorporated as supplementary means. The research process follows a Linear Research Design, including: 
① a pre-creation needs analysis, collecting data on Generation Z’s understanding of mythology and their visual preferences through questionnaires and interviews; ②  illustration creation and visual style development; ③ the application of dynamic and interactive elements, such as short animations and AR; ④ audience feedback and evaluation. The overall process is intended to ensure that the illustrations both preserve the cultural connotations of mythology and align with the aesthetic preferences and media habits of younger audiences.

5. llustration Creation:
The illustration creation will be carried out in phases. First, sketches and digital drawings will be used to determine characters, totemic imagery, and narrative composition. This will be followed by the completion of a series of static illustrations that convey the core narratives and symbolic meanings of the Chinese serpent totem mythology. Finally, selected works will incorporate dynamic and interactive attempts, such as short animations and AR experiences. This process will be integrated with the findings of the pre-creation research, ensuring that the visual expressions respond to the modes of understanding and aesthetic needs of Generation Z audiences.

6. Audience Evaluation:
Once the illustrations are completed, approximately 80-100 Generation Z university students will be invited to participate in the evaluation. The evaluation methods will include: ① A/B testing, focusing on differences in comprehension and acceptance between static illustrations and dynamic/interactive illustrations; ② Exhibition observation, recording the viewing duration for each interactive session, the participants’ operational behaviors and other natural reactions; ③ Questionnaires and interviews, gathering feedback on the clarity of narrative, visual acceptability, and cultural resonance of the illustrations. These data will be used to examine the practical effectiveness of the illustrations in facilitating the dissemination of Chinese serpent totem mythology and to provide a basis for further refinement.

(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	
China


	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	
This research will be conducted in China and will strictly comply with local legislation, particularly the Personal Information Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2021), the Data Security Law of the People’s Republic of China (2021) and the Copyright Law of the People’s Republic of China (2020, amended and effective 2021), to ensure compliance with data privacy, security and copyright requirements. The case materials involved in this research (such as illustrations, museum images and literature) will be used only within the scope of academic use with proper attribution and will not involve commercial purposes. The research concerns only cultural symbols and visual communication, and does not involve religious topics, thereby avoiding potential legal and other risks.

(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.
(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☒

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☒

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☒

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☒

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☐
	☒

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☒

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☒
	☐

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☒
	☐

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:

1. Case Material Collection:
This research will collect visual materials related to Chinese serpent totem mythology, such as serpent patterns on bronzeware, illustrations inspired by The Classic of Mountains and Seas, the classical adaptation The Legend of the White Serpent, as well as contemporary illustrations or artistic reinterpretations. Materials will be mainly obtained from academic databases, museum digital resources or formal publications, and will be systematically organised for later research use.

2. Comparative Material Collection (Non-essential):
This research may supplement the data by collecting cases from different historical periods and cultural contexts to compare the variations and transformations of serpent totem symbols in visual form and cultural meaning. This is an exploratory stage and will not serve as a primary data source.

(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:
(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	
Pilot Questionnaire: 
Prior to the creative practice, approximately 20-30 Chinese Generation Z university students will be recruited. The survey will primarily explore their level of understanding of Chinese serpent totem mythology, areas of interest and aesthetic preferences。

Preliminary Small-Scale Interviews: 
Prior to the creative practice, approximately 3-5 participants will be recruited to participate in semi-structured interviews, exploring their understanding and expectations of Chinese serpent totem imagery, illustration styles and new media expression.

Feedback Questionnaire:
Approximately 80-100 participants will be recruited to complete a feedback questionnaire after experiencing the artworks, focusing on their level of understanding, visual reception and cultural resonance.

Interviews and Observations: 
Approximately 15-20 participants will be recruited for in-depth interviews and observations to complement the questionnaire data and obtain more qualitative feedback.

(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
Target Group:
The research focuses on Chinese Generation Z university students aged 18-30. As digital natives, this group has grown up in an environment dominated by the internet and new media. They are more familiar with global popular culture, but their systematic understanding and interest in traditional mythology have gradually weakened. They are the primary audience of this study and are both typical and representative. Participants under 18 years old will not be recruited, and the research does not involve vulnerable groups.

Participant Characteristics:
· Educational background: University students who have a certain level of cultural understanding and media literacy.
· Living environment: Participants are regularly exposed to the internet and multimedia content, with aesthetic preferences and communication habits that differ from traditional mythology.
· Research significance: This group can reflect the challenges traditional mythology faces in digital contexts and the possible pathways for its reinterpretation.

(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	
1. Online Platforms:
Questionnaires will be distributed through Google Forms or other UWTSD-approved survey platforms. Recruitment notices will also be shared via social media platforms such as WeChat or QQ.

Procedure: A recruitment notice will be published together with the research information sheet and consent form. Eligible Chinese Generation Z participants may voluntarily take part.

2. University Channels:
Chinese students studying at UWTSD or volunteers recruited through UWTSD’s partner universities may be invited to take part in questionnaires or interviews.

Procedure: Students will be contacted via university emails, tutor recommendations or teaching channels of partner universities, ensuring that participants meet the required age and student status criteria.

3. Exhibition Activities:
During the illustration display (including public exhibitions or individual display sessions), QR codes will be provided for recruitment and feedback, inviting eligible participants to complete questionnaires and join interviews.

Procedure: Participants who meet the recruitment criteria can scan the QR code to fill in a feedback form or sign up for an interview. All data will be used only for academic research.

4. Participant Selection and Compliance:
· Participants in this research will mainly be recruited from university students in China, aged 18-30. All participants must be able to give informed consent; anyone under 18, not currently enrolled as a student or unable to understand the research information will be excluded. A short pre-screening questionnaire will confirm that participants meet the basic requirements (such as age, student status and language ability).
· All participants will sign a bilingual (Chinese and English) consent form. The data will be anonymised, stored securely in encrypted files, and used only for academic purposes.

Procedure: Before taking part, participants will receive a clear explanation of the research purpose, process and their right to withdraw, so they can make an informed and voluntary decision to participate.

(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 
	☐

	
	
	No
	☒

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:

1. Privacy and Data Security Risks:
When research data and personal information are collected, stored or processed, there may be risks of privacy breaches. Although this research does not involve sensitive data, personal information could still be at risk if mismanaged, through unauthorised access, problems during data transfer or accidental disclosure.

2. Psychological Stress or Discomfort: 
In questionnaires or interviews, some questions will relate to participants’ knowledge and understanding of traditional mythology or cultural symbols. If they are unfamiliar with the content, they may feel mild embarrassment or discomfort. 

In addition, certain questions may be interpreted differently across cultural backgrounds, which could cause some psychological stress for participants.

3. Time Inconvenience:
Taking part in interviews or tests may require some time, which could affect participants’ daily routines or work habits, bringing inconvenience or mild stress.

4. Cultural Interpretation Differences:
Some participants may have limited knowledge of traditional mythology and could feel confused or uncomfortable due to differences in understanding of symbols or stories.

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:

1. Privacy and Data Security Risks:
To ensure the security of participant data, this research will strictly comply with the Personal Information Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2021), the Data Security Law of the People’s Republic of China (2021), the UK General Data Protection Regulation (2018) and the UK Data Protection Act (2018).

· All data will be protected during collection and transfer through strong encryption and secure transmission measures approved by UWTSD, to ensure protection against unauthorised access.

· Access to the data will be restricted to the researcher and supervisory team, with safeguards such as two-factor authentication and strict access permissions.

· All personal information will be anonymised immediately after collection, with identifiers pseudonymised and stored in a separate encrypted folder.

· After the completion of the research, all data will be deleted using UWTSD-approved secure data erasure methods to ensure that it cannot be recovered and to avoid any residual risks.

2. Psychological Stress or Discomfort:
Before participation, all participants will go through a detailed informed consent process to fully understand the purpose, content and procedures of the research. They will be explicitly informed that they may skip any questions they do not wish to answer or withdraw from the research at any stage without any negative consequences.

The researcher will identify any signs of discomfort that may arise during interviews and respond with empathy. Participants will also be provided with contact information for available psychological counselling services, so they can seek additional support if needed.

3. Time Management:
In order to minimize disruption to participants’ daily lives, this research will schedule questionnaires, interviews and exhibitions flexibly to fit with participants’ academic schedules and daily routines.

Before formal participation, clear time expectations will be provided. All interviews and tests will be conducted concisely and efficiently, with a written schedule given in advance. During the research, reminders will be sent via email or WeChat to help participants manage their time and avoid unnecessary stress from scheduling conflicts or forgetfulness.
﻿
4. Cultural Understanding Differences:
In the design of questionnaires and interviews, this research will avoid overly academic or complex expressions and instead use straightforward, clear language to reduce comprehension barriers caused by cultural differences.

Participants will be informed that the research is an academic exploration, that there are no universally correct answers, and that all viewpoints will be treated equally.

If cultural differences in understanding arise during the research process, necessary background explanations will be provided and possible sources of cultural variation will be noted in the data records to avoid misunderstandings or embarrassment. This approach not only reduces participant discomfort but also ensures accurate interpretation of the research findings.

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	
This research does not involve sensitive, embarrassing or potentially upsetting topics, and it will not include issues related to illegal or criminal activities that would require further action. However, to protect the wellbeing and rights of participants, if any unexpected discomfort or distress occurs during the research, the following support will be provided:

1. Provision of emergency contact information:
Medical emergency number in mainland China: 120 (for any urgent medical situation)
Public security emergency number: 110 (for personal safety or sudden public security incidents)

2. Emotional and psychological support:
If participants experience emotional distress, they will be provided with information about relevant counselling services, such as the contact details of local psychological helplines.

3. Informed consent and right to withdraw:
All participants will be informed prior to the research that they have the right to withdraw from the research at any time and without condition. Withdrawal will not require any explanation and will not incur any negative consequences.

4. Legal and compliance requirements:
If any potential or actual illegal activity is identified during the research, the researcher is obliged under legal and ethical requirements to report it to the appropriate authorities.

(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:

This research presents minimal risks to the researcher. However, to ensure safety and ethical compliance, the following potential risks have been identified:

1. Personal health and safety risks:
During field visits, exhibitions or interviews conducted in physical locations, there is a small possibility of minor health and safety issues, such as slipping, tripping, discomfort in unfamiliar environments or physical fatigue caused by prolonged work.

2. Emotional Distress:
The researcher may face emotional challenges arising from undertaking multiple tasks, such as illustration creation, data collection and analysis, which can lead to work-related stress and psychological fatigue. In addition, cultural misinterpretations or critical feedback may cause mild emotional distress.

3. Academic and Cultural Sensitivity Risks:
If the interpretation or re-creation of mythological symbols is inappropriate during the research process, it may be questioned as oversimplification or cultural disrespect. Although such risks mainly affect the research outcomes, they may also place pressure on the researcher’s academic reputation.

4. Risk of Misconduct Allegations:
When interacting with participants, a lack of clear research procedures and full records may lead to misunderstandings or even allegations of misconduct. For example, if an individual interview is not properly documented, it could raise concerns about research compliance.
﻿
5. Copyright and Academic Compliance Risks:
If the researcher mistakenly uses unauthorised external materials (such as fonts or textures) in illustration creation or display, copyright disputes may occur. These issues concern not only academic compliance but may also affect the legality of the research.

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:

1. Personal Health and Safety:
· During field investigations and art exhibitions, the researcher will strictly follow site safety regulations, prioritise secure public venues, and avoid being alone in potentially risky environments.

· Working hours will be organised appropriately with regular breaks, such as a 10-minute rest every hour, to reduce eye and neck strain.

· Emergency contact information, such as China’s 120 (medical emergencies) and 110 (police), will be kept readily available to respond to unexpected situations and minimise potential health and safety risks.

2. Emotional Distress:
· To reduce stress caused by a heavy research workload, the researcher will use proper time management and step-by-step task planning to keep the work balanced.

· The researcher will maintain regular communication with supervisors to obtain academic and emotional support; in the case of negative feedback, stress will be relieved through reflection and adjustments to the creative plan.

· If needed, the researcher will seek psychological support to maintain mental health.

3. Academic and Cultural Sensitivity Risks:
· When dealing with mythological symbols and cultural elements, the researcher will strictly refer to literature reviews and academic studies to ensure interpretations are academically rigorous and culturally respectful. 

· In the illustration creation process, the researcher will avoid oversimplification or misreading of cultural symbols, and will consult supervisors and experts in the field when necessary. These measures aim to ensure academic reliability, cultural appropriateness and to reduce potential reputational risks.

4. Preventing Misconduct Allegations:
· All interactions with participants will remain transparent. Prior to conducting questionnaires or interviews, the researcher will obtain written or electronic informed consent and clearly inform participants of their rights.
﻿
· During interviews, audio recordings or written notes will be made with participants’ permission to ensure the process is fully traceable.

· In compliance with relevant regulations, all research data will be securely archived and preserved with integrity, thereby reducing the risk of misunderstandings or misconduct allegations.

5. Copyright and Academic Compliance Risks:
· The researcher will focus on original work in illustration creation, with external materials limited to copyright-free or authorised resources (such as fonts and textures), and all sources will be properly attributed in the outcomes.

· Throughout the research, full compliance will be maintained with the Copyright Law of the People’s Republic of China (2021), the UWTSD Intellectual Property Policy, and the Code of Academic Integrity, thereby avoiding copyright disputes or risks of academic non-compliance.

(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:

1. Data Protection and Compliance Risks: 
If the research fails to comply with the UK General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR, 2018) or the UK Data Protection Act (2018), there is a risk of mishandling personal data, which could result in legal liability and reputational damage for UWTSD.

2. Academic Integrity and Reputational Risks: 
If misconduct occurs during the research process, it may undermine UWTSD’s academic reputation and standards of integrity.

3. International Research Compliance Risks:
 As part of the research will be conducted in China, failure to comply with local legislation, such as the Personal Information Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2021), the Data Security Law of the People’s Republic of China (2021) and the Copyright Law of the People’s Republic of China (2020, amended and effective 2021), could make certain research activities unlawful and consequently harm UWTSD’s reputation in international collaboration.

4. Risk of Insufficient Ethical Oversight: 
If the research lacks effective supervision during implementation, participant complaints or public concerns may arise, increasing both reputational and regulatory risks for UWTSD.

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:

1. Data Protection and Participant Safeguards:
· The research will fully comply with the UK General Data Protection Regulation (2018) and the UK Data Protection Act (2018), using anonymisation and encryption measures to ensure the security of data during transmission and storage.

· All data will be accessible only to the researcher and supervisory team, with regular reviews of storage and security mechanisms.

· All participants will be required to sign a bilingual (Chinese and English) informed consent form, ensuring they are fully informed of the research purpose, the use of data and their right to withdraw. Participation is entirely voluntary, and they may withdraw at any stage without consequence.

2. Research Integrity:
This research will strictly adhere to The Concordat to Support Research Integrity and UWTSD’s Code of Practice for Research Ethics and Integrity, in order to prevent research misconduct and ensure that the sources of all cases and materials are clear and legally compliant.

3. International Compliance:
When conducting research in China, this research will comply with relevant local legislation, such as the Personal Information Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2021), the Data Security Law of the People’s Republic of China (2021) and the Copyright Law of the People’s Republic of China (2020, amended and effective 2021). In addition, encryption and anonymisation measures will be adopted during cross-border data transfer to ensure legal compliance.

4. Supervision Mechanism:
The entire research process will be supervised by the supervisors and the ethics committee. Any ethical or compliance issues that arise will be reported immediately and handled with appropriate measures to safeguard UWTSD’s academic reputation and legal compliance.

(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:

1. Air Pollution from Travel
2. Paper Waste from Printing
3. Energy Use of Electronic Devices
4. Resource Waste in Exhibitions or Tests

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:

1. Low-Carbon Travel: 
For fieldwork or participant interviews, I will prioritise the use of public transportation or environmentally friendly options such as electric vehicles to reduce carbon emissions.

2. Use of Electronic Formats: 
All research documents (including consent forms, questionnaires and reports) will be prepared in PDF or electronic form and shared through email or online platforms to reduce paper waste and environmental impact.

3. Use of energy-saving devices: 
During the research process, priority will be given to energy-saving devices, and exhibition or testing sessions will be arranged together when necessary to avoid unnecessary energy consumption.

4. Minimising resource use: 
Research materials and exhibition activities will be kept within necessary limits, avoiding excessive packaging or consumption to ensure that the environmental impact of the research activities is kept to a minimum.


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	
All participants will receive clear and timely feedback throughout the research process, including:
· At the beginning of the research , I will provide participants with an explanation of the research      aims and methods written in plain and accessible language.
· During critical stages of the research (such as initiation, completion of data collection and the end of the research), I will regularly provide updates to participants by email.
· After the data analysis is completed, I will share a summary of the preliminary research results with the participants and present it in non-technical language.
· I will establish a dedicated contact channel to facilitate participants to raise questions or provide feedback at any time; All feedback will remain anonymous, and no personal information will be disclosed.

(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	
In accordance with the Personal Information Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2021), the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR, 2018), the UK Data Protection Act 2018 and UWTSD’s Code of Practice for Research Ethics and Integrity, all participants must sign informed consent prior to data collection.

Questionnaire Survey: An electronic informed consent form will be provided, detailing the purpose of the research, the methods, the types of data to be collected and the rights of participants. Participants must sign the electronic consent form before participating in the research.

Interview Research: Potential participants will be contacted by email with detailed information on the purpose of the research, the procedures and their rights. Consent must be confirmed in written or electronic form before participation.

Even after signing the consent form, participants have the right to withdraw from the research at any stage without providing a reason. Upon withdrawal, any data already collected will be securely deleted and excluded from the research analysis.

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	
The anonymity of participants and the confidentiality of data will be strictly maintained throughout the research:
· All questionnaire and interview data will be collected anonymously, and any identifying information will be stored separately from the research data.
· Data will be stored on secure devices and systems with password protection and two-factor authentication.
· In the publication and presentation of research results, pseudonyms or aggregated data will be used to ensure that individual identities cannot be identified.
· Personal information obtained through consent forms will be used solely for participation management and will not be shared or used for purposes beyond the research.

All measures in this research comply with Chinese legislation (Personal Information Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China, 2021) and with international and UK standards (General Data Protection Regulation 2018; UK Data Protection Act 2018). The research also adheres to UWTSD’s Code of Practice for Research Ethics and Integrity.

(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☒
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	
The research will collect personal data, such as participants’ age, questionnaire responses, interview opinions and audio recordings. All data will be anonymised and stored securely.

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	☒

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☒
	☐

	11
	Other – specify:
	☒
	☐

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	
· Device Security: Data will be stored on the researcher’s personal laptop, which is password-protected and regularly updated with security software. The device will be securely stored when not in use, and access will be limited to the researcher only.

· Cloud Storage & Backup: Data will be stored on the UWTSD-provided OneDrive platform, which offers encryption and automatic backup functions. If necessary, an additional copy will be saved on a password-protected external hard drive.

· Access Control: Only the researcher will have access to the data. Accounts will be protected by passwords and additional security verification to prevent unauthorised access.

· Encryption: Both the cloud platform and the local device will use encryption measures to ensure data security during storage and transmission.

· Anonymisation & Pseudonymisation: All participant data will be anonymised immediately after collection, with codes or pseudonyms replacing identifiable information. Consent forms will be stored separately from research data and encrypted independently.

· Data Retention & Disposal: Data will be managed in accordance with UWTSD’s data retention and disposal policy, and securely deleted once the required retention period has ended after the completion of the research.

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	
Only the researcher (me) and my supervisor will have access to the data generated by the research activities. My supervisor may need to review the data for the purpose of dissertation supervision, but will not have direct access to the raw data.

(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	
Only the researcher

(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	
1. Data Security Measures:
· All personal data (including electronic consent forms, questionnaires and interview records) will be subject to strict protection.
· Data transmission and storage will employ secure encryption, with strong password protection and access restricted to the researcher, ensuring confidentiality and accountability.
· Research data and identifying information will be stored separately and linked through coded identifiers to further reduce risks, with anonymisation and pseudonymisation applied to all participant information.

2. Data Storage Location:
· All data will be securely stored in the OneDrive cloud storage system provided by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD), which complies with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and UWTSD’s data protection policies. 
· Only part of the data will be backed up on the researcher’s password-protected and encrypted external hard drive, accessible only in an offline environment.

3. Data Retention Period:
· The data will be retained for 12 months after the completion of the research to allow for subsequent academic analysis and the publication of research outcomes. 
· At the end of the retention period, all data will be deleted using UWTSD-approved secure data erasure methods to ensure irretrievability and eliminate any residual risks.

4. Data Storage Formats
· Questionnaire and interview data: Stored as encrypted electronic documents (such as PDF, DOCX, XLSX).
· Audio recordings: Stored as encrypted audio files (such as MP3/WAV) and used solely for transcription and analysis.
· Consent forms: Stored separately as PDF files and kept distinct from the research data.

5. Data Archiving:
The data from this research will not be archived long term. The reasons are as follows:
· The data involve personal information and are therefore not suitable for long-term storage.
· UWTSD’s Code of Practice for Research Ethics and Integrity, the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) principle of data minimisation and the UK Data Protection Act 2018 require that data be retained only for as long as necessary, in order to avoid increased privacy risks. Once the research has been completed and assessed, there will no longer be any necessity to retain the data.

(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	
No

(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	Yang Li
	Date:31/08/2025




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☐
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.



April 2022`	1	PG2 Ethical Approval Form
image1.jpeg
S ] Prifysgol Cymru
N{ ¥ Drindod Dew Sant

2" University of Wales
Trinity Baint David




