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Appendix 1 
 
 
Interviewer: Okay, so, this isn’t a test or anything like that, it’s just a little talk about the                                       
 lesson we just did, okay? So, um, what did you think of that lesson? 
 
Child A:         About the maths? 
 
Interviewer: About the maths lesson we just did, yeah. 
 
Child A:         Um, well the compound shapes, um, I feel confident doing them. As well as the,         

          but not the compound shapes, I feel confident working out centimetres and  
          metres cubed with shapes. 

 
Interviewer: Okay, lovely. Child B? 
 
Child B:          I like the fact that you find out the perimeter and area and volume of 3D  
 shapes as well as 2D. 
 
Interviewer: Okay, yeah. So, you like the different aspects of doing it, okay. 
 
Child B:          Yeah. 
 
Interviewer: What about you, Child C? 
 
Child C:          I found the lesson quite fun and it was quite engaging, but I’m still not that  
 confident with calculating volume. 
 
Interviewer: That’s fine. How did you feel about getting to choose your own tasks? So, I  
 know as a school you’re a COOL school, so you get to be in control of your 
                 own learning, but choosing what level you worked at, how did you feel 
 about being able to choose what level you worked at? 
 
Child A:          I felt that I could work at my own pace. 
 
Interviewer: Yeah, lovely. 
 
Child B:          I agree with Child A. Since you can pick what work you want… 
 
Interviewer: Yeah 
 
Child B:         …so if you want to challenge yourself you can pick the difficult ones and, if 
 you like, just want to try the perimeter you can go for the easy ones. 
 
Interviewer: Okay, lovely. What about you…? 
 
Child C:          I agree with Child A, you can work at your own pace, your own speed and     
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 work to your own time limit basically. So, it doesn’t matter if you exceed  
 time limits to do a question… 
 
Interviewer: Yeah. 
 
Child C:          …because you can work at your own pace. 
 
Interviewer: Yeah lovely. Okay, so how did choosing your own task make you feel  
 about the activity you were completing? 
 
Child A:         I felt I could work by myself and I could work out the questions, like I said, 
  at my own pace… 
 
Interviewer: Yeah. 
 
Child A:         …and not have, like, pressure, like…like we normally do in our books when 
 we have a certain amount of time to complete the work. 
 
Interviewer: Yeah. 
 
Child B:         I still agree with Child A because you can…work with your own time limit and 
 since we are controlling our own learning… 
 
Interviewer: Yeah. 
 
Child B:         It doesn’t matter, like, if the work is too difficult you can go onto different 
 levels. 
 
Interviewer: Yeah. 
 
Child C:         Um, I agree with Child B on this, because, like, if say I was to do a red and I 
 found it too difficult I could just move onto a yellow, and if I moved onto a  
 yellow and found that too difficult, I could move onto a green. 
 
Interviewer: Yeah.  
 
Child C:         Which is probably one of the…is one of the good things about the lesson. We 
 can pick the level which best suits us. 
 
[Pause for interviewer to write down notes] 
 
Interviewer: So, how would you rate your engagement in this lesson out of 5? So, 
 engaged is how much concentration you put into the task, um, how 
 your confident you were with it, different aspects of engagement, how did  
 you feel about that? 
 
Child A:          Well, when we get to choose our own levels I…I feel more confident. 
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Interviewer: Yeah. 
 
Child A:        Like how I can work by myself and actually get the work done. In the…it       
 doesn’t matter how long it takes me because I’m working at my own 
 pace and as long as I get it done, I’m proud of myself. 
 
Interviewer: Good. 
 
Child B:         Like Child A just said, you can work at your own pace, your own time limit. 
 
Interviewer: Yeah. 
 
Child B:         And, the lesson is quite self-explanatory, so you don’t really have to… 
 
Interviewer: Don’t really need to…? 
 
Child B:         Concentrate as much, but I’d say my engagement level was like 4.5 out of 5. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. Okay, so, as Child B just did, we’re going to rate our engagement with 
 the lesson, okay? From 1 to 5. 1 being that you weren’t engaged at all, that 
 you didn’t find it very useful or helpful to you, and you weren’t, um, you found  
 that your attention was wandering, and you were a bit distracted. And 5 being 
 you were extremely engaged with the lesson. Okay? So, you can go anywhere  
 in between those as well, so just write a number on your whiteboard how you 
 feel about the lesson, your engagement with the lesson. 
 
[Pupils rating own engagement levels on the whiteboard] 
 
Interviewer: Okay, lovely, thank you. You can wipe those out now if you want. Okay, what  
 do you think we could change about this lesson to make it better? So, was  
 there anything that you thought that could be made better? 
 
Child C:          I think we could do, like, a Kahoot to help us understand it more. So, if you 
 …so instead of doing, like, Tarsia’s, we could do like a quiz…and we work in  
 teams. 
 
Interviewer: Lovely idea, yeah.  
 
Child B:         No offence, but I think we should…it would be more useful if we could have 
 the instructions written down… 
 
Interviewer: Yeah, that’s perfectly… 
 
Child B:         …so we could work, we could go to the lesson straight away and read while 
 we’re working the questions out. 
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Interviewer: Yeah, that’s perfectly fine.  
 
 
Child A:         I’m uh, um, ways we could make this lesson better I found it okay the way it  
 was.  
 
Interviewer: Okay, thank you. Yeah, don’t feel, um, that you can’t say anything bad about  
 the lesson, this is what it’s for. It’s about making it better, okay. Um, would 
 you like to have more choice of activities in future lessons? 
 
Child A, B and C: Yeah. 
 
Interviewer: Yeah? Why? 
 
Child A:         Like I said I can work at my own pace…they’re fun in general. Um, the way you 
 explain it on the board helps me with the lesson and it’s just how…it’s, it’s  
 pretty nice when we can all have different levels of work and we all know, 
 um, not all of us are as good as each other in Maths, so we don’t have to  
 work hard, we can work however we want to with the levels. 
 
Child B:          I think the freedom of the level of work is fine as it is because, perhaps, if we 
 go more in depth with the freedoms it may turn into people doing different 
 lessons at different times. 
 
Interviewer: Yeah. 
 
Child B:         But as long as people understand the main point of the lesson, I think it should 
 be fine.  
 
Interviewer: Okay. What about you Child C? 
 
Child C:          I feel, like, we should have the same, what we do in future lessons. So, maybe 
 like the lesson before we move onto a new topic, we could do like a lucky dip 
  so, we could put down an idea, say like a Kahoot, Tarsia puzzle or matching 
 activity, and then you pull out the name and that’s what we do. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. 
 
Child C:         So, if you pulled out a Kahoot we could do a Kahoot, for example.  
 
Interviewer: Lovely idea. Okay, last question. Are there times in lessons where you think  
 that you shouldn’t have a choice about the tasks you do?  
 
Child B:         Yes, because…some lessons can be like, for example, tests and you shouldn’t 
 choose whether you want to do the test or not. And it shouldn’t give you, like, 
 an easy, medium or a hard test. I think everyone should have the same level of 
 tests, so we can have accurate results.  
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Child C:          I’m thinking 50/50 on this. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. 
 
Child C:         …because sometimes if you have work given to you, you could be like, you 
 could not have it to what level suits you. But if you pick what lessons you  
 want to do, you have more of a say and you can pick what level you want  
 to do. 
 
Interviewer: Okay, yeah, lovely. 
 
Child A:         I agree with Child B and C. Like, Child B said with the test, you can, it’s a bit 
 stupid to choose an easier test, because really everyone is going to go for that. 
 They don’t want to sit there and do a hard test. And, like the lesson we just did 
 we can work at our own pace and do whatever we want in the lesson. 
 
Interviewer: Thank you guys. 
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