









Keesha Cole Walters – 2116782
Global perspectives in education (ECIE6004)
















[bookmark: _Int_1xkkz47Q]Across the world, there are many low-income countries that struggle to provide basic needs for their citizens and especially meeting the needs and rights of education. With not having economic stability in their country, it has huge knock-on effects for everything they need to provide for (Georgieva, 2023). One country that the writer has taken interest in Nepal. Nepal has a major history timeline which has affected its economic income to where it is the poorest country in south Asia and is the 17th poorest country in the world (USAID, no date). Based at the south of Asia, Nepal’s landlocked geography is a factor to why they have such a low-income. Due to earthquakes, unpredictable weather and difficult terrain has made it tough to build secure structures which are safe for people to live and work in (WPC Nepal, no date). Other factors such as civil wars and government corruption have caused a lot of Nepal’s income to decrease due to prolonged damage caused during these times (Sharma, Gibson, 2023). Due to this, Nepal's education system had taken a downfall and was then difficult to access for everyone and cater to everyone's needs (UNCEF, 2022). This essay will critically discuss the barriers of the education system in Nepal and identify the quality of the education that children and young people in Nepal receive. 
Nepal's education curriculum is structured to provide students with a broad and balanced education that prepares them for the challenges of the 21st Century. The curriculum is divided into different levels; grade 1-8 starts at age 6 up until age 14, grades 9-12 is from ages 15 to 18, higher level secondary grades are 11 and 12. Each level focuses on developing key competencies and subject-specific knowledge (Evalution world, no date). At the basic level, the curriculum emphasizes foundational skills in literacy ns numeracy, as well as subjects like science, social studies and moral education. The aim is to foster critical thinking, creativity, and a sense of cultural identity among students. In secondary education, the curriculum becomes more subject-specific. Subjects such as humanities, science and management and brought into the system with the aim to deepen subject knowledge and prepare students for higher education. If the student then wishes to continue into higher education, they are faced with further specialised subjects preparing them for employment. The curriculum at this stage also offers alternatives such as training courses which reflect on the countries focus of skill development (Scholaro database, no date). In the Nepal’s education system, while there may not be a specific focus on individual educational theorists, the curriculum is influenced by a range of educational philosophies and pedagogies that are global in nature. Theories of learning and teaching by educators such as John Dewey, who emphasised experiential learning, and Lev Vygotsky, who highlighted social interaction and cultural context in education, inform modern educational practices worldwide, including Nepal. Nepal works towards incorporating more progressive and inclusive educational strategies, which may link to a variety of educational theorists that support student-centered learning (Ghimire, 2023). 
Nepal’s geography presents significant challenges to education due to its diverse and uneven terrain. As a landlocked country in between India and China, Nepal is surrounded by steep mountains, hills and valleys with many communities located in remote areas with difficultly accessing (Leo, 2023). Villages based around Nepal are very isolated and can only be accessed by hours or even days of walking as there are no roads for vehicles to take due to how steep the mountains around them are (Karki, 2023). With these natural restrictions, it is very difficult for children and young people in Nepal to access education, for schools to securely be built near isolated areas and for teachers to access those schools from other communities. The monsoon season, which is typically between June and September, is a time where Nepal experience exceeding amount of ran which causes floods and landslides which damage to communities and roads which blocks people from getting around Nepal to access schools, work and healthcare. Although Nepal farmers can benefit from this as their crops can grow with water, the unpredictable weather due to climate change has made it more difficult to access basic needs (INF, no date). Natural disasters such as earthquakes appear frequently in Nepal due to the location of the country, this causes many communities to be damaged and hard to rebuild due to the disasters being so common. 2015 had the largest number of sever earthquakes in Nepal destroying nearly 8,000 public schools and over 33,000 classrooms stopping thousands of children, young people and teachers from accessing work and education (Karki, 2020). The varied geography leads to a wide disparity in the availability and quality of education between the urban and rural areas of Nepal. Urban areas such as Kathmandu have more schools and better recourses, while remote areas may only have one or two schools which serve multiple villages with limited facilities and overcrowded classrooms. Most children in urban areas attend school and achieve good grades with the recourses the schools have been given. Republica (2021) states that there are 96.6% of young people and adults from the ages 15 and above are considered to be literate which shows that the access to education in the urban areas is more beneficial and has positive outcomes for their students. Despite these challenges, there have been efforts made by the government and outside organisations to improve these situations. Improvements are being made to build more schools in remote areas, improve the quality of teacher training and including more offers for teachers to work in more rural locations (Bega 2015). Further education programmes such as community centres and distance learning options are also being taken into consideration for children who cannot attend schools. With there being several remote and isolated areas around Nepal, the access to the internet and technology can be a barrier to education. These areas are limited to electricity and often may experience power cuts with the weather; this makes it difficult to access the internet for people who have the technology (Georgina, 2023). As the use of technology can benefit education and has been included in the recourses in the urban areas of Nepal, the rural areas already lack the basic equipment such as books and stationery, so gaining access to computers and even staff who are trained and can effectively integrate technology into their teaching is hard to access (Srivastava, 2023). On a positive side, efforts are being made to introduce more technology into Nepal’s education system which is affordable and have teaching staff trained to use it. 
With Nepal being one of the poorest countries in the world, their economic challenges are quite complex. One of the main reasons to this is because of the country being landlocked which has limited the trading industry and has left very few opportunities for companies to get through to all parts of Nepal. It would be very expensive to build secure roads between the steep terrains of the country (Purbey, 2023). The government face huge financial budgets which limit where the money goes to improve the living and tourism of Nepal. Due to the number of damages and constructions from bad weather and earthquakes, education is sometimes left with limited funding to provide recourses for schools to run. That includes teachers going unpaid, limited materials and unsustainable learning environments (The rising Nepal, 2024).  Many families in Nepal struggle to afford schooling costs, such as uniforms, books and exam fees. This has led to Nepal having high dropout rates, especially among girls as boys tend to get better education opportunities. With many families struggling financially, the problem of child labouring is then faced with many young children looking for paid work to provide for everyone in their family which effects their education because they are not attending school and instead working at a young age to help (Thakali, 2023).  The government are making efforts to push for more tourism in the urban areas of Nepal but while it is a significant area of economic growth, it is still a barrier due to the unpredictable weather they face, tourists are only advised to visit Nepal at certain times of the year which leaves months of tourism not earning significant amount of money (Shrestha, 2021). The high number of isolated areas in Nepal are affected economically as adults cannot access decent paid work and rely on farming which does not gain much profitable income for families and communities which can also lead the lack of efficient tax being paid reducing the funds available for public services and infrastructure (Holmelin, 2021). To address these issues, the government have made improvements and better financial agreements to fund scholarships for underprivileged students and community-funded schools. International aid and non-governmental organisations also play a role in supporting educational programs and infrastructure development. The governments hope to increase funding for education allows more hope for recourses to flow into the education sector which will improve access and quality for all students across Nepal (Nepal Tea Foundation, no date).  
Although there is access to education for both boys and girls, there are still culture differences that leave girls with the traditional reputation of how they should live in Nepal. Based on their deep-seated traditions and their social norms, it is preferred that boys attended better education as they are considered to stay with their families and continue to their family lineage whereas girls will leave their families to marry and join another. This often leads to less financial investment made in girls’ education as it is expected for boys to secure better paid jobs when they become adults (Maharjan, 2023). Child marriage is another cultural practise that affects girls' education. Marrying young means that girls are likely to drop out of school to take on household responsibilities. The emphasis on early marriage can overshadow the perceived value of education specifically for girls. Gender roles in Nepali society can also be restrictive, with girls and women expected to prioritise domestic duties over personal development like education. Even when girls attend school, they may face gender-based discrimination and a lack of support for their educational pursuits. Knowing that girls can face a lot of discrimination this can influence their decisions to drop out of education and go along with the cultural norms despite wanting a different and better life (Seta, 2023). Although the government has implemented laws to protect individuals from caste-based discrimination, there are still a lot of unfair treatment or prejudice faced by individuals based on the social hierarchy. In Nepal, society is usually divided into two different castes which are assigned to specific roles and occupations. This can result in discrimination as there are unequal access to opportunities for people in lower castes (Swotah travel, 2023). 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, UNCRC, is an international human rights convention has 54 rights which protect children across the world. In Nepal, the UNCRC has been influenced in shaping policies and programs related to children’s rights, allowing children’s health and well-being to be protected and give them the basic needs and good quality life they deserve. The UNCRC was introduced in 1990 demonstrating its commitment to upholding children's rights. It has made huge influence on child-related policies which has benefited education, health and child protection (United Nations, no date). One of the key areas where the UNCRC has had a significant impact is in Nepal’s education. The right to education is a fundamental right in the UNCRC. Nepal has made efforts to ensure access to quality education for all children, regardless of their backgrounds and circumstances. The UNCRC has guided the development of inclusive and child centred education policies in Nepal, emphasising in the importance of providing equal opportunities for all children to learn and thrive (Jha, 2020). Additionally, the UNCRC has influenced child protection initiatives in Nepal. It has played a crucial role in addressing child labour, child trafficking, child marriage and other forms of exploitation. The UNCRC has guided the development of legal frameworks and programmes aimed at preventing and responding to these issues, ensuring the protection and well-being of children in Nepal (3 Angels Nepal, 2016). Nepal has made efforts to allow children to be a part of their decision-making processes. They have done this by promoting participation in schools and communities to empower children into contributing to their own development and the development of their society. The UNCRC encourages countries to allow the participation of children in the decision-making of their development and emphasizes the importance of doing so and how it can positively change them (Government of Nepal, 2020). Overall, the UNCRC has played a vital role in supporting child-related policies and making positive influence on protecting children across Nepal. 
To conclude this essay, it has been clearly shown that Nepal faces a huge number of barriers as a whole and how it all affects the education system. Gaining understanding to how the financial barrier is what affects other barriers and problems they face show that a significant amount of funding would be needed to help not only the education system but also other issues they face too. With tackling constant changes in weather and dealing with common earthquakes, it is difficult to build infrastructures around Nepal that will be secure in those circumstances without any funding. Gaining knowledge on their culture and how that can affect children's education, especially girls with discrimination, the UNCRC has influenced the government to take appropriate action to prevent these issues and allow all children to access education and feel happy and comfortable about attending school and following their dreams. 
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