[bookmark: _GoBack]War and conflict
[bookmark: _Int_VbFMF8NF] [image: ]While we always see this terrible thing happen in our world and generations, war has always been on the planet right from the start all the way until now. We this with the conflict in Ukraine for example, unfortunately it still goes on. We will today have a look at some of the past things that encourage war, why we feel like we need to go to war and take a look on benefits and losses to both sides may it be environmental effects, the profit in the war or any other potential outcome that can come with war. So, what is war? War is defined generally as violent conflict between countries or states – National geographic
Now nations go to war for a wide variety of reasons. It has been debated that a country or state will go to war if the disadvantages are outweighed by the benefits and that is primarily a last resort if there is not something that can be mutually agreeable. Some have argued that wars are primarily fought for religious, economic and even political reasons. Others have suggested that most of the conflicts are fought for ideological reasons. But we can start by going and trying to understand the justification of war and the certain things that prevent things that shouldn’t be happening for example civilians dying during the conflict or unnecessary things being done to the opposite side.[image: ]
[bookmark: _Int_LsRt0vhm]So, we can look at something called the rules of engagement. This are a set of guidelines that govern the lawful conduct of force by military personal. Rules of engagement are often referred to as universal set of rules. These rules are generally in affect unless specifically stated otherwise. These can vary just to name a few “you can always act in defence of civilians, your teammates and yourself” - British-army read the docs. You have permission to always return fire when fired upon. You must not engage a target without permission if you are not in imminent danger.
[bookmark: _Int_tz1wQMOJ]We also have an agreement in place called the Geneva convention this is a series of international diplomatic gatherings that came about with a number of agreements, in the humanitarian law of armed conflict, they also outline the laws for the captured military personnel, non-military and medical personnel in a humane way during wars or armed conflicts. The agreement came to be in 1864 and was updated in 1949 after the outcome of World War II. - History November 17, 2017.[image: ]
[bookmark: _Int_zzY0kYOz][bookmark: _Int_YP72uR8V]We can now try to take a look at the advantages of war and how it can affect us. Despite its devastation, war allows a state/country to protect its land and gain new territory. War and the potential threat of war contribute to major economic sectors, including manufacturing and technology. Companies that produce supplies, equipment and services use by the country in conflict would not be making as much money if they weren't such a valuable asset to the military, these companies will spike because they are having more military contracts while during times of conflict. History has shown that the aggressors are typically in pursuit of land or territorial control, where the winner will typically end up with more land to develop. More ownership of land means more resources for a nation's population and more place for economic growth and development.[image: ]
[bookmark: _Int_zfjIwZsd]There is also a growth in our jobs Aswell. When there is a war this creates urgent demand for more people to aid the private companies and military with the demand that is needed to keep the war going for as long as it has to, this will put a lot of people who may have been previously unemployed into employment and see a benefit from the war that they might not have seen if we were not in times of conflict.
[bookmark: _Int_EwUDowJI]We also see times of unity in a nation when there is conflict. No matter how hard the times in a nation when it comes down to serious matters such as war, this bring the habitants of the nation to band together to ensure the safety of their nation to be kept as it is and not under the rule of a foreign would-be invaders. There is also statistics to show that crime rates are also at a low when we are in times of conflict.
[bookmark: _Int_XHOmgqKc]While we would not like a conflict to arise in the first place there are some benefits that also come from conflict and war, such as the correction of injustices we also see a lot of technology advancements in general, these conflicts tend to accelerate this to adapt tools for the needs of the military, these may at a later date evolve into non-military devices. A recent example of it is the radar. And as countries develop different ways to hurt one another whether it be banned or not in the Geneva convention, nations or terrorists still use this mean to harm others and this would see a significant boost in medicine development.[image: ]
[bookmark: _Int_OGYTBapH][bookmark: _Int_6OIiKbIs]The biggest kicker in the tragedies of war is the most obvious one. The loss of life from both sides of the war. While some countries cannot decide on a mutual outcome this has unfortunately led millions of people to their deaths in a war or conflict. Here are some statistics of worldwide deaths that have occurred during World War II. A disclaimer that these are statistic and I do not believe that anyone would have been able to document the true extend of how many people actually lost their lives. With everything that happened it would be too big a task to know exactly to the point. In total battle death would come to a 15 million battle related wounded is a whopping 25 million. And last but not perhaps the most unfortunate figure of them all 45 million civilian deaths that’s without the figure of injured civilians. - Nationalww2museum.
[bookmark: _Int_PhZTwWGo]We can look at the damage wars do for the environment also. And tends to do much damage before the actual war starts, sustaining military force and building things this alone takes up a vast amount of resources. These could be anything from earth elements or metals, keep the same level of readiness consumes a lot of resources. The whole military would need vast amounts of oil and they require energy wherever they go. Armed conflict is also bad for people, but the majority of us don’t think that it also has a lasting effect on the natural environment. This can be land, water, air, plants, animals and all living organisms and could compromise the natural environment. When in times of conflict the military will consume huge amounts of fossil fuels. When they enter stages of bombing or Airel bombings this will directly harm wildlife and biodiversity. The pollution will also contaminate soil, air and bodies of water. It also leads to deforestation and degradation of natural landscapes. There is a way that we as a whole can do to try and restore much of what we are causing during war times and ruining our relationship with the planet by planting trees to volunteer on restoration projects, we can support green businesses, start buying organic, choosing green investments, work with people who support environmental projects. 
[bookmark: _Int_wuwLFI1c]We are going to have a look at one recent event of a war and that is of Russia in a conflict with Ukraine. The war has been ongoing since February 24th 2022 and will continue as Russia did  not want a country that’s on Russia border to join the NATO organisation, now from the BBC website it says it was to overthrow the government in Ukraine so they wouldn’t be able to join NATO now many things has come since the start of the war in Ukraine and here is an example of how it is affecting a lot people. The conflict that is ongoing is causing a lot of trouble, there are millions of people that cannot get access to water, other essential supplies and food. Civilians are actually suffering also with over 13,000 casualties from when the event with 5,500 killed. - October 11, 2022. 
[bookmark: _Int_lBTBMkA9][bookmark: _Int_fIL7CLBw]From thousands of miles away from the war in Ukraine, you could be watching the conflict in real-time through a screen. The images of people in people in shelters, destruction Ukrainian civilians bidding their loved ones Fairwell as it could be the last time they see one another, with other disturbing events unfolding in amongst it. It has been dabbed with the brush of being the first social media war, as these events are being broadcasted live through the world via means of social media apps such as Instagram, twitter and TikTok at a huge rate like nothing we have ever seen before. Some of these video's trend with the title of #UkraineWar with videos hitting results of up to 600 million times in just a couple of days. Viewing such images have psychological effects and can trigger it in other people viewing or hearing this audios/videos. But the question is how does the war affect our mental health? The WHO or world health organisation has stated that in a situation where there is conflict “around 10 percent of people that are involved in the conflict who experience traumatic events will have serious mental health problems, and around the 10 percent will have behaviour that will hinder the ability to effectively function.” - https://healthcare.utah.edu March 28th, 2022.  Other things range from depression, psychosomatic problems such as insomnia are among the most common effects. [image: ]
[bookmark: _Int_fnuKn7YW][bookmark: _Int_1J5uqLAK]There are long-term effects of trauma on soldiers are significant. There has been an increase in veterans that are finishing their service and being homeless in the US, and this group of all the other nations have the highest suicide rate when being compared to any other population. Soldiers worldwide are in a position to be exposed to trauma, and with higher exposure to trauma comes with higher medical complications, unemployment amongst them, dysfunction within families down to substance abuse and more. 
[bookmark: _Int_jiSv7Ilc][bookmark: _Int_Q8jRwQTq]Both members of the nation's/states engaged in conflict will also try and to plunder the enemy’s food chain, destroying farms deliberately, livestock and much more civilian infrastructure. This will lead to food shortages and the disruption of economic activates, threatening the means of survival of a whole population. On Maye 24th 2018, the council of the United Nations security has unanimously passed a resolution of not allowing the action of food insecurity and cause starvation and tactic of war, acknowledging a threat to lives of millions of people. The action was aimed at countries currently active in engaging in international and civil wars, so this would imply for all parties to not disrupt all food stocks, farms, and markets and other distribution methods intact. This also implements that parties involved in conflict will also leave humanitarian aid workers do their job of the population of people in need of support. Doing this inhibiting populations from gaining vital food and causing starvation may be constitute of committing war crimes. [image: ]
[bookmark: _Int_3sb8bHZW][bookmark: _Int_UbDi3Qig]We can now go into one of the biggest and deadliest war in history, this was involved more than 30 countries. This was what started the second world war, Hitler’s invasion of Poland in 1939 and this drove Great Britain and France to both declare war on Germany, this was the beginning for the next six years, the war would take more lives and destroy more property and land than any other war to ever come before. Nazi Germany had a delusional plan as to exterminate the Jewish people with would include 6 million Jewish people. These would be called concentration camps which was dedicated killing the Jewish people. They also had major labour camps, and this led to the death of 3.6 million civilians – Lumenlearning.com This horrific war came to an end on the date of September the 2 the second 1945.
[bookmark: _Int_e0R42UGx]While we don’t often think of the many aftermaths of war here is just a few examples of what long-lasting effects that the war does have on us as a people and a nation afterwards. Let's just use two nations as an example, we will use the UK and we will use Germany the cost of war is immense as we see the UK amassing a debt of much as 21 billion which would have been vital for continuing the fight in world war, all the while because Germany was the reason for the war ever being initiated in the first place they have built up a debt and have only just finished paying it off in 2010. That’s a long time to finish paying. [image: ]
[bookmark: _Int_L4fmrnvB][bookmark: _Int_27BkTRSa]So, after hearing all of these travesties and lasting effects of war and conflict I would still be resting uneasy about the obvious and not obvious consequences of it all. Was it all worth it? Did we stop something even worse from happening. I can only gather that the only real necessity for war is for a war that we cannot stop from happening by agreement and only if it was going to cause death and destruction to other nations. I wouldn't advocate war if it was just on a basis of more territory and anything of that matter due to all the psychological effects it has, not just that but the resources we use the people that die and lose families it's just not right. So, if there was a more debatable way of agreeing on a more suitable outcome I would strongly recommend doing so. But at the same time, I do believe that a nation should protect itself from anyone who is committing acts of terror against a country for no obvious reasons. As Bin Laden done by causing the 9/11 tragedy. I do believe in defending yourself but not in causing conflict or potential for just by being provocative. 
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The Positive and Negative Effects
of Peace and War on Foreign Aid

Foreign aid are founded on helping to address

the needs of the poor.

This has led their governments become

complacent in terms of improving the welfare

of the poor people.

* They start misbehaving and backpedal on
economic reforms.

* This is after being allocated the pledged aid.

* Such regimes breed great dissatisfaction and
rebuke
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