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	NAME: Luke Morgan

	STUDENT ID No.: 2124732

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Should UK Police Forces stop Pursuing vehicles?
INTRODUCTION:
I have chosen to discuss the topic of Roads policing, specifically Police Pursuits for several reasons. I am very much interested in the world of Roads Policing and have a keen interest in cars and at some point entering this area of policing.
Firstly roads policing is an ever changing, extensive and fluid form of policing. Roads policing officers conduct daily work on the Country’s roads and motorways utilising vehicular tactics and skills to deter, prevent and crimes and criminality. This section of policing is one which the public are currently wanting due to increases in vehicle based anti-social behaviours and crime.

Secondly, police pursuits of vehicles has become a heavily publicized and discussed topic in the public domain. There is constant arguments for pursuits to be stopped due to their inherent risk and danger to not only those involved, but innocent members of the public. There is also arguments for the continuation of pursuits due to the increase of crime and the utilisation of vehicles to enact and carry out crime.

I feel that this topic is apt for an undergraduate dissertation as policing at present time is a topic of large discussion within media outlets and the public domain. The intricacies and ins and outs of policing are constantly looked at and scrutinised, whether that be by the public, courts, or bodies such as the IOPC. As such looking directly at something such as Police Pursuits is something which brings an opportunity to look at, compare, evaluate and discuss the police force as a whole but to also look into the wider impacts for the public, police officers and things that pursuit’s effect.
There are several reports from the IOPC as well as Officer for national statistics which provide a quantitative   insight into this topic but also the opinions of members of the public which allows for a greater depth of comparison and analytical based discussions.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1) I want to collate and evaluate information from serving or ex police officers who have had a role within Roads Policing in hopes of garnering an informed range of opinions from those who have been on the policing side of pursuits. As well as public opinion.
2) Research I also would like to obtain comes from sources of public opinion. Whether this be from polls or questionnaires or reports. Having a public opinion to analyse and compare will be of help 
3) I want to gather research and information surrounding different UK police forces as well as possibly other countries police forces to look at the difference in training, tactics, number of officers, amount of pursuits and the outcomes. This will allow for a broader analysis of pursuits and will allow for more research to aid my dissertation
4) I will aim to look at reports from bodies such as the IOPC to enhance my answering of the question. I will look to government based enquiries and reports also to further this.
5) I am looking to analyse, discuss and asses how different police forces deal with police pursuits, the training in which is given in relation to pursuits and what the results of the pursuits have been to identify areas that show their need and importance as well as identifying risk and issues the public feel impact them




	LITERATURE REVIEW:
I will aim to use a range of sources for my research in order to have an extensive array of information in order to better allow me to conduct comparison, analysis and synthesising.
The sources will range from books, reports, surveys but I will also try and extend this to government based reports and police force based research plans or internal reporting.

There is more and more reporting on police pursuits and their impacts, however it is to some degree statistical and not anecdotal. I will try to align the two and gather a more comprehensive research patter to discuss this topic. 

The reported bodies such as the IOPC and UK GOV allow for some analysis and comparison, however research will be undertaken directly into the impact of the public and what their thoughts or feelings are.

Nicola Christie writes in her 2020 report on police purist which utilised statistics from the Metropolitan Police “To strengthen the evidence base more information is needed to understand circumstances which trigger a pursuit, how safety is managed and the proportion that involve injury.”  This shows a clear need for research and further insight to be obtained.

[bookmark: _GoBack]There is research available to evaluate that not only relates UK policing but also the policing in the United States of America. This will allow for more critical analysis and evaluation to further benefit my work, this as seen in the Journal report “A review of police pursuit fatalities in the United States from 1982-2004” (Hutson et al., 2007).












	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The research methods I will use will consist of Surveys, online research, and statistical based analysis.

This type of research methodology will benefit my learning and discussion as it will give me a deeper insight into the mind-sets of those within the police who encounter roads policing and pursuits on a daily basis and it will provide me with a wider array of information and stats to be able to comprehensively and efficiently analyse, compare, and discuss. I will also have deeper understanding of the publics thoughts and feelings and any of their input for what changes could be made to any current framework
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I intend to ask numerous persons to participate in my research, regardless of background or work experience to ascertain an individualised and first hand form of information.

Both through surveys which will ask specific and generalised questions which will allow for sufficient response and information to be given




	ETHICAL ISSUES:

At present I do not see any major ethical problems to discuss. However through further research and discussion, I do believe I will encounter both sides of the argument in relation to the question which may cause ethical issues to arise. Such as racism in policing for example.



	TIME SCALE: 

I aim to complete each stage of my research within monthly periods. Therefore after 4 months I will have sufficient research to then synthesise, discuss and then analyse.

If this does not happen, I will attempt to overcome the issues and obtain research from other sources.



	REFERENCE LIST:
In relation to the referencing of sources I will follow the HARVARD referencing system to accurately reference sources and their work. I will include a bibliography which details all the sources set out in the HARVARD format
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