in this PowerPoint we will be talking about what consent is, what informed consent is, capacity, consent, and nursing, what happens if we do not gain consent, why consent is so important and why it is the best option for us.
I learnt what consent to treatment is from the National Health Service, and reading about it online (NHS, 2019).  Consent to treatment is when the individual gives permission before any procedure or treatment, which can be given verbally or in writing. In a healthcare setting consent allows you to participate in your own medical care and allows you to make decisions on what treatment you will receive and whether you would like to receive any treatment. Consent is vital when working in the healthcare sector, healthcare professionals need consent before any procedure or examination whether it is for a physical examination, organ donation or even helping assist with personal hygiene needs unless they lack capacity. 
For consent to be valid it needs to be informed and the individual needs to have capacity. Informed consent is when the healthcare professional explains the treatment beforehand, and what the risks and benefits are and the nature and purpose of the propose treatment or procedure their having allowing the individual to make a voluntary decision based on the knowledge you have given them, you also need to make sure that the individual has capacity, capacity is when the individual has the right state of mind to be able to make their own decisions, people who may lack capacity may be people with severe mental health disorders such as schizophrenia or dementia. I researched this and found out about it from an online book called Treasure Island (TreasureIlsand, 2020) and I read about what capacity is and what type of individuals lack capacity from the National institute for health and care guidelines (NICE, 2018).
 if the individual lacks capacity and is unable to make their own decisions than the healthcare professionals can make their decisions in the best interest of them or their families under the mental health act 2008. The mental health act is a piece of legislation that empowers individuals who cannot make decisions for themselves such as people with dementia or a severe mental health disorder. I learnt about the Mental Health Act from the Government website (GOV, 2008) and I also read up about the mental health act what was it is from the Social care Institute of Excellence (SCIE, 2020).
Consent and nursing is important and must always be obtained before any procedure or treatment unless they lack capacity or if it is a medical emergency as advised by the Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC, 2018). Individuals can have the option to refuse treatment even if it is in the best interest for them, as it is their own decision, Healthcare professionals may disagree with their decision however must do their best to support them as it is their own personal choice as it says from the Health and Social care act 2008.
What happens if we do not have informed consent?
From my research online and from FreeAdvice Insurance ( FreeAdvice insurance, 2020) I know that if we do not have informed consent than this could harm the individual as they may not agree with the treatment or procedure and may not want it done, if we do not gain informed consent from the individual that has capacity than healthcare professionals are committing a criminal offence. The healthcare professional will be held account for this alongside the hospital itself, they will then have to pay all the damages held accountable to them and may also put service-users at risk of harm.
Why is consent so important?
Consent is so important when working in a healthcare setting as it is required by the Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC, 2018). From my research and reading from the MDU student Journal ( The MDU student Journal, 2015) I can see that it is against the law to do any treatment without consent if they lack capacity and that healthcare professionals can put their service-users at risk to.
From my research and reading the the Alder hey hospital report from the Government website (The royal Liverpool children’s Inquiry report, 2001) we learn that The Alder hey hospital scandal was involved in the unauthorised removal, retention and disposal of human tissue including children’s organs. Children’s organs including their hearts and brains had been removed from the alder hey hospital in Liverpool without consent or knowledge from the children’s parents in the years of 1988-1995. It erose from the evidence that Professor Anderson from great Ormand street hospital spoke about the benefits of retaining hearts for the purpose of study and research, he then found that the largest collection of organs was at the alder hey hospital in Liverpool. It was then found that human organs and tissue had been retained without the consent from the parents. This case was then taken to court to investigate the removal, retention, and disposal of the organs without consent. Professor Van Velson who was the pathologist at the time and who had stored the heart collection and body parts was than convicted and never able to work in the UK again. The children’s parents were also hurt and upset as they discovered that they were burying their children with parts of their organs removed. The alder hey scandal showed the importance in establishing an ethical boundary as well as the need for hospitals to be able to receive informed consent.
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