Analysis of findings

Since the introduction of Football Banning Orders in England and Wales, supporters who have been issued Football Banning Orders had steadily risen up until the end of the 2010 – 2011 football season.  Since its introduction in 2000, 687 Football Banning Orders were issued to supporters and steadily rose to 3,174 Banning orders at the end of the 2011 season. Since the conclusion of the 2011 season, Football Banning Order that were issued to supporters decreased to 1,308 at the end of the 2022 season. These are not all newly issued banning orders, as Banning Orders can last between 3-5 years. A Banning Order prohibits supporters from attending all football grounds in the U.K, going to national team matches aboard and requires supporters to hand in their passports during match days and major tournaments. The flex-use of the order (as both punitive and preventive) meant that policing agencies saw them as a central tool for controlling repeat disorder (CPS,2023)

Since the introduction of the Football Banning Order 2000, in the first 10 football seasons of their introduction up to the year 2011, the amount of supporters who were issued Football Banning Orders steadily increased by over 2,500 being issued, according to Government figures, Stott & Pearson (2006) say that police forces increasingly identify “repeat offenders” or travelling supporters as risks and sort banning orders as part of the match day risk management and issuing these “repeat offenders” was a preventive way to stop violent disorder and anti-social behaviour. Managing “repeat offenders” from attending football matches helped maintain the peace in and around the stadium, with ringleaders of “firms” being handed football banning orders with Andy Nicholls a notorious hooligan, ‘He is also an obsessive soccer fan and, as a Category C hooligan, the highest-rating of the National Football Intelligence Unit’ (Nicholls, 2004) being issued a Football Banning Order in 2003 for years off violence on the terraces. 


The drop in banning orders issued has decreased since the 2011 season up to the 2022 season, as a change in policing football matches occurred, moving from a more reactive nature of policing to a more intelligence-led and preventive approach. During high profile games or local derby games, the police working with the clubs and supporters’ groups to try and prevent any violent or anti-social behaviour in and around the grounds, with away supporters being bought to the ground on official club supporters buses and ticket being handed on whilst on the bus, allowing the football clubs to monitor who and where all supporters who have been issued tickets are to be sat. The police have achieved this by moving the kick off times of these high-profile games, to late morning or dinner time, this prevents supporters from consuming to much alcohol or illegal substances beforehand.  Football clubs’ stadia improved, with better segregation facilities, enhanced stewarding and investment in CCTV

The threshold since its introduction, banning order to be served were for Disorderedly and threatening behaviour, Affray, violent disorder, running on the pitch, racial/indecent chanting and Throwing missiles. Several more offences have since been added the Football Banning Order legislation in November 2022 including possession of class of A drugs, possession of an offensive weapon and possession of pyrotechnics, where supporters guilty of these offences, can be issued a Football Banning Order. Since the introduction of these additional offences being added, an increase of the Football Banning Orders being issued has risen 32% (1,624) during the season 2021 – 2022 and risen again by another 24% (682) during the 2022 – 2023 season. In the season 2020 – 2021 (during COVID) only 13 arrests for possession of Class A drugs and then the following season 2021 – 2022, 213 arrests for the same offence (figures from the UK Government, 2024). 

Concluding the 2024- 2025 season, Deputy Chief Constable Mark Roberts of Chesire Police (2025) has documented on their website that an 18% (1,583 in 2024/2025 compared to 1,341 in 2023/2024) increase in number of football matches with reported incidents across England and Wales hate crime (+6%) and drugs in football stadiums (+25%) make up the majority of the increase. The number of Football Banning Orders (FBOs) has continued to increase (2,439 in June 2025 compared to 2,172 in August 2024) demonstrating that positive action is being taken to tackle football-related crime. Since the introduction of the new offences in November 2022, a steady increase of incidents and arrests at football matches and surrounding areas, but a lot of incidents are being dealt slow time, as football matches are under resourced due to police resources of balancing policing football matches and retaining enough staff to police the communities. 

The rise, decline and rise again of Football Banning Orders being issued to supporters, are a product of multiple factors, the early years of policing football was very reactive and clubs and the police didn’t plan ahead to prevent any violence or disorder at football matches, but as the years have passed, more preventative measures have been implemented by police, by using information and intelligence provided by football clubs, supporters clubs and general public, this shows the decline in Football Banning Orders and how working together can prevent anti-social behaviour. Since the introduction of further offences added in November 2022, Football Banning Orders have increased quite significantly due mainly to the offence of possession of Class A Drugs with a 25% increase in arrests due to this offence from the end of season 2023 to 2024 season. 
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