In this project the objective is to dissect a written account from a medieval scholar known as Dudo of St. Quentin. From what can be known of Dudo of Quentin, he was a known historian, poet originating from the northern area of France formerly known as Vermandois, Picardy. In addition to being  a common part of the Norman courts and particularly a large part of Richard I close circle. Which is how he had been given the task by the Duke of Normandy to create a chronical documenting the history of the Norman’s and their conquests and travels from in and around the world. The wider purpose of this was in order to convey their status and image to the world. ‘Dudo of Saint Quentin’ [Accessed Sunday 11 October 2026] Including their people that they were strong and powerful warrior people who were loved and chosen by God. However, as some may see in this study this image they want to convey, may or may not be the full story. As what the purpose of this study will be. It’s goal will be to determine the meaning and events recalled in this text including how the author chooses to portray the Norman’s with his chosen phrases and wording.
Firstly, as soon as Dudo opens his chronical he opens with the quotation “I want to render you certain, so that you do not suppose that I willingly stuck to this work; or that I began it of my own free will.”1
1 Dudo of St Quentin, Gesta Normannorum, 996 – 1015 (Woodbridge, 1998), pp. 1
 This is a strong statement to choose to put at the start of the chronicle. He is strongly telling his audience that he with absolute certainty was not writing this text of his own interests. You can tell the strength the writer feels this based off his urgency to put this statement in the opening sequence. The meaning of this is to convey Dudo’s own modesty. This is because of Dudo’s connections to the church and it’s internal belief systems as one of their common practices specifically in the methods of their writing. Where they are encouraged to reflect their values of being pious and selfless no matter the written work. It can act as a reflection as their devotion to God including to verify to those reading that they are doing this work riotously and not in the name of personal benefit such as money and fortune. This idea is furthered by his further comments such as “wanting to render to him my obligation of service; because of my innumerable boons, which without any merit of my own he had designed to bestow upon me.”1
1 Dudo of St Quentin, Gesta Normannorum, 996 – 1015 (Woodbridge, 1998), pp. 1
 This furthers the meaning and purpose of this opening statement being to explain and to defend himself to the audience that he is not in fact writing this chronical for the means of benefit for himself and to reassure the audience he is writing this piously and following his doctrine. In addition to creating the narrative he is doing this because he had been charmed and convinced to do this because of how good and kind of a person the Marquis William had been when they had met to consider the idea of constructing a chronical. This leads smoothly into the next point of attention in this dissection.
Secondly, the next most prominent feature of this text is the strong praise of the Norman’s and their culture. Evidence of this is found though out this opening section of the page in quotes such as “I was with the exceptional Duke Richard.” “he began to embrace me with the arms of a most compassionate love; and to attract me with his most charming speeches, and to soften me up with delightful entreaties.”1
1 Dudo of St Quentin, Gesta Normannorum, 996 – 1015 (Woodbridge, 1998), pp. 1
 In these quotations it is clear there is a great level of praise and affection for the Normans especially in strong affectionate phrases especially in regard to the leaders of the Norman’s. There are several indications of this such as “exceptional”, “compassionate” and “charming” make this strong admiration very apparent. Reasons for the writer to include these strong displays of admiration are in order to bolster their idealized image of being a strong, great and capable culture with a strong desire to particularly buster their leaders in this way. This is also to achieve and to convey to the audience that their leaders are formidable and impactful. This has a large part to do with the Norman’s perceptions of themselves and who they wanted to be in terms of their identity of which you can often find in a large part of their writings. With a large leniency to being compared to other strong nations in history such as their commonalities to the Romans and their empire. In many texts including in Dudo’s text in some instances he utilizes Roman esc comparisons and stories to further put the Norman’s closer in image to them. This is in order to achieve a similar image of greatness and prestige as the Romans themselves. In addition, to having their power and impact on history. This achieves the same goal of wanting to become and or be viewed as a powerful nation and to share with others, much like the Romans stories of their greatness and achievements. This also shows an attention and expectation for others to also read these chronicles. This reinforces the point of wanting to put forward a strong image to others and for others to hopefully uplift this goal. Dudo clearly was encouraged to do this by the leaders due to their objectives to have others see how strong, poise and kind leaders they are themselves, It could also serve to uplift their own people in tern.
Speaking of the leaders the text goes on to include an interesting report of how Dudo himself had reacted when it was announced Richard I had died. The quotation reads, “grief a tearful report announced that Richard a leader for the whole world had died. In grief for this leader I would have postponed this entire project because of the very great weeping and unbearable wailing, which were not only tormenting my heart, but also battering my limbs of my whole body.”1
1 Dudo of St Quentin, Gesta Normannorum, 996 – 1015 (Woodbridge, 1998), pp. 1
This was particularly interesting because with such a line as “leader of the whole world.” This line stands out as he is not only claiming Richard to be leader of Normandy but leader of the world. Which is a large claim from any writer to put into what is considered a chronical of events it extends the impact of not just Richard’s death but also his rule as a whole. Further implying he is not just in titled to the lands and the people of Normandy but the people of the world. This further extends the Norman’s objectives and goals for their further expansion to not just limit themselves to that of nearby territory but to the globe itself. It can further be another example of the Norman’s grandiose and self inflated sense of identity, their leaders being a character of almost godly influence. Additionally, it could also serve as an indirect message of their closeness to God. As it is well documented that the Norman’s were heavily involved in the Christian faith that influenced almost every part of their culture. Their art, their writing, including their frequent building of many architectural land marks etc. ‘Normans’ [Accessed Sunday 11 October 2026] By being compared to that of the power and influence of God it shows their further influences coming from the Bible and it’s characteristics. Furthermore, calling back to the Norman’s understanding of their rights to land regardless of others laws, deeds and more proof of ownership.
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