ECAD6007                                                                                       Student Number: 2204350

OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group:
September 26, 2022 / Year 8 / Lesson 1 (8.50-9.50)

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
Welsh lesson. (Languages, Literacy and Communication)
First lesson of the day. 






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
At the beginning of the lesson, the teacher placed a starter activity on the board. This starter activity was created in order to help the students revisit past knowledge and what they had studied in their previous lessons. This knowledge was then going to be built upon further during the remainder of the lesson. I was informed that it was school policy for students to have a starter activity waiting for them on the board when they entered the classroom – this ensures that the students are working immediately as opposed to waiting for further instructions from their teacher. The starter activity was matching up vocabulary from Welsh to English. 






	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
Importance of revisiting past knowledge – the affect that learning has on short + long term Memory. This focuses on retrieval-based learning. 
I could also consider the role of routines in classrooms as there was a starter activity on the board that revisits past knowledge.








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
First lesson of the day – first lesson of the week after the weekend – might not be as focused.








Record 2
	Date and time, year group:
September 27 2022/ Year 8 / Lesson 3 (11:10-12:10)

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
English lesson (AOLE – Languages, Literacy and Communication)






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
Whilst the teacher was setting the starter activity for the lesson, two pupils at the front of the classroom were not listening to the instructions set and were talking to each other whilst also attempting to distract others around them as well. The teacher noticed this and told them to stop talking. They ignored the teacher’s request and proceeded to not do the work set and they continued to talk to each other. The teacher then had no other choice but to separate them from each other and write their names on the board. The teacher stated that this was their first official warning and that because they were moved the head of their year had to be informed. After this, the pupils completed the work that they teacher set and did not pose a distraction to other pupils around then anymore. 








	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
I could consider behaviourism and look in detail at Skinner’s theory of Operant Conditioning where a teacher removes or adds a stimulus on order to change a certain behaviour or to ensure that they continue behaving in a certain manner. This would be positive punishment. 









	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
3rd lesson of the day – straight after break time so the pupils had a harder time settling down at the beginning of the lesson. 

















































Record 3
	Date and time, year group:
September 27 2022, Year 8 / Lesson 1 (8:50-9:50)

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
Religious Studies lesson (AOLE – Humanities).






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
The starter activity on the board was aimed to recap previous knowledge – what the students had learnt about in the previous lesson. There was a list of questions on the board and the students had 5 minutes to read the questions and think about answers. After the 5 minutes ended, instead of using the traditional hands up policy the teacher had written everyone’s names down on a lollipop stick and placed them into a pot. When she wanted to ask a question she picked someone’s name out of that pot. 
The teacher asked a question to a student, however this particular student was very shy and seemed to lack confidence. Therefore, when asked the question they simply said that their fellow students had already said the answers that they had thought of. The teacher noticed this and instead of moving on to asking another student, the teacher asked a series of probing questions to the student to lead her to an answer.








	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
The impact that different questioning strategies have in the classroom – in this case cold call questioning and asking probing questions to the students.









	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
It was the first lesson of the day and therefore the classroom environment was quite busy as it took a while for the students to settle down properly.




