Part B; Task One
Introduction:
In order to address the brief, this reflective piece of writing discusses my six week scheme of work. 
I have planned and delivered a sixty minute micro-teaching lesson. The lesson was planned for a Key Stage 3, mixed ability class, and the theme chosen was Industry.
The scheme of work set out was planned over six lessons. 
Here is a brief overview of the scheme of work I had planned;
· Lesson one – Introduction to the topic and discussing what the final outcome over the six weeks would be. Pupils to sketch out a brief design of their interpretation of an industrial scene/industrial item. A task with an individual outcome for each pupil, however, with the encouragement of using oracy skills to discuss ideas.
· Lesson two –Pupils will start to make a paper sculpture. For this stage, pupils are given the option on whether they would like to work individually, within pairs, or within a larger group. This give pupils the chance to develop their oracy skills, and the chance to collaborate with other members of the class.
· Lesson three – Pupils will look at mark making techniques, which could be used when making their soap sculpture. A task with an individual outcome for each pupil.
· Lesson four –Pupils will start to create their own individual sculptures out of soap. A task with an individual outcome for each pupil.
· Lesson five – Pupils to continue making their soap sculptures.
· Lesson six – Finish off the sculptures for those who haven’t, and to self-evaluate their progress over the scheme of work. By self-evaluating, it will give pupils a chance to reflect on their learning. 

“A scheme of work is a plan that defines work to be done in the classroom. Involving learners in defining a scheme of work, whether for a short project or a long course”, Teaching English. (2008) 
A scheme of work is a guideline that defines the structure and content of a series of lessons. In this case, the series of lessons was to last six weeks.
A scheme of work is used as a roadmap, to guide you through each lesson which includes information about the resources that are required, and the activities included. This is used alongside individual lesson plans for each week, which go into more depth about the specific requirements at each stage. 
My Scheme of work was developed with a progression of skills in mind. Starting off with an introduction to the topic and building on that information. The scheme of work also looked at using a range of different materials and a range of skills during its course, which would provide opportunities for all students to help discover and improve their strengths. Throughout the scheme of work pupils were given the chance to work with the following basic materials; paper, pencils, pens and soap. I believe these basic materials could encourage pupils to experiment with the tasks outside of the classroom, as the materials are likely to be available to most, if not all, pupils. This certainly makes the work and the ideas more accessible.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The lesson I chose to teach to my PGCE colleagues was lesson four of six. I chose this lesson as I felt it was a good way to combine all of the requirements of the Art and Design curriculum, Understanding, Investigating and Making. I also felt it was a good opportunity to discuss with the group about the possibility of using ‘unusual’ materials during lessons, to inspire some new ideas.
The main focus was to look at historical art techniques from another culture and introduce it to the class, as part of learning about the wider world. As part of the Understanding element of the curriculum, “Pupils should be given the opportunities to explore the diverse working practices of artists, craft workers and designers from different:
• periods
• places
• cultures”
The Welsh Assembly’s Government Departments for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills (2008) Art and Design in the National Curriculum for Wales. 

In this lesson I introduced a series of artists that I felt gave a broad range of ideas that may have aided the pupils when trying to make their soap sculptures.
The artists whose work I introduced were;
Narong, a Thai artist who makes soap sculptures – This tied directly into the task, as the end objective for the scheme of work was for the pupils to make an individual, successful soap sculpture.
Edouard Martinet, a French sculptor – A fantastic example, emphasising the way he uses materials to create his work, and how they are held together. His work was used to introduce the notion that some everyday items can be used in an alternative way to help produce something new.
Anish Kapoor, a British sculptor – A look at the complex shapes he uses to create form within his work. This would help aid the more able and talented portion of the classroom, and push their creativity. The detail of his work is also fascinating, and being a British Sculptor, felt it was important to share. 
Andrew Rowe, a welsh sculptor – I looked at two of his sculptures, and how they vary in complexity, showing how each sculpture is completely individual. Andrew Rowe’s work also brought in an element of Cwricwlwm Cymreig, as a Welsh artist. His work was also local to where we are situated, as his work is visible along Aberavon Seafront. I felt this was an important element, as this is potentially something that could be factored into a school trip. And finally,
George Little, another welsh artist – Little uses mixed media in his work. This was focussing on the simplicity of the shapes used within his work. I felt this was important, as it showed differentiation between sculptures we had looked at, to support and encourage any students with additional learning needs, or students who lacked confidence in their own abilities. I felt these basic shapes would be easier for them to follow and to incorporate into their sculptures, allowing them the same opportunity to produce work as their peers. “Learners of all abilities should have access to appropriate assessment and accreditation”. The Welsh Assembly’s Government Departments for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills (2008) Art and Design in the National Curriculum for Wales. 

I believe all the artists I introduced where complimentary of one and another, as they all had different skill sets from working with a variety of different materials. I believe this would encourage the students, knowing there are a range of options they can work with, within the Art and Design discipline. “Art and design stimulates creativity and imagination by encouraging pupils to challenge assumptions, look at things in a new way, be receptive to new ideas and make informed judgments and practical decisions to communicate their ideas and feelings”. The Welsh Assembly’s Government Departments for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills (2008) Art and Design in the National Curriculum for Wales.

“Literacy and numeracy skills are absolutely essential in order for young people to reach their potential whether they are planning to enter further or higher education or the employment market”. Welsh Assembly Government (2013) 
Within my micro-teaching lesson that was delivered to my PGCE colleagues, I used oracy skills as part of the literacy framework. Highlighted in a star shape on my PowerPoint slides for the lesson, there were keywords displayed, with the intention of making these well known to the students, and to encourage them to use them during their discussions, and when completing a question and answer session of their work, during the plenary. There was no written tasks planned for this lesson, but the written elements were incorporated into the scheme of work.
Numeracy skills were demonstrated during the lesson, as the pupils were required to create accurate measurements. This was to ensure that the shape they were planning to carve out of the soap, would fit correctly. Pupils were encouraged to sketch their designs on paper first, before beginning to carve them. If they had made incorrect calculations, their design would have been too big/too small, and therefore, their outcome would have been different to what they had envisioned. 
Finally, to include an element of ICT in the lesson, pupils were encouraged to take photographs of their work as it was developing. I felt that as well as improving ICT skills, that the images would also aid pupils when they would be evaluating their work. The last lesson of the scheme of work was planned as a reflective session, where pupils would annotate their sketch books with details of their process through the activities.
After outlining the basis of my scheme of work, lesson plan, and reasons behind it, I will now look to critically evaluate my work, and the process, in light of having experienced a school setting in my PTE1. To do this, I will break down the plans into different components and critically evaluate my work.



Part B – Task Two – Critical Evaluation
Scheme of work
A successful scheme of work should give all pupils the opportunity to expand on not only their general skills, but also their Art & Design skills. An effective scheme of work should include all National Curriculum requirements such as Understanding, Investigating and Making. It should built to include elements that help support the Literacy and Numeracy frameworks, the requirements for Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig and also meet the requirements for the skills frameworks (Literacy and Numeracy Framework and Digital Competency). A scheme of work should also take into account differentiation within the lessons for pupils, ESDGC and Health and Safety. 
The Welsh Assembly Government (2008) states that “all children and young people must be provided with an education that develops their personality and talents to the full”. 
I believe that my scheme of work covered all the National Curriculum requirements above, and in doing so, gave all pupils a chance to develop their idea of industry (the topic that was chosen), to produce their own individual outcomes, which would be based on their own personality.
Since starting my PTE1, I now believe that my scheme of work, although well thought out, would not be possible in the timeframe set. To give students a chance to fully understand, and to fully investigate as per the curriculum, I feel they would need more time. I would extend the time to twelve weeks, and would create additional extension tasks where needed, for the more able and talented students. 














Lesson Plan
Lesson plans “give teachers the opportunity to think deliberately about their choice of lesson objectives, the types of activities that will meet these objectives, the sequence of those activities, the materials needed, how long each activity might take, and how students should be grouped”. The Importance of Planning. (2013) 
My lesson plan for my micro-teaching was structured by Mike Hughes’ four phases of a lesson. (Hughes, 2001)
· Phase One (Overview) – I gave an overview of the lesson, by providing lesson objectives at the start. I also introduced the artists to the pupils.

· Phase Two (Input) – This is where I explained, and gave a demonstration, on how to complete the tasks of this lesson and pupils can apply their new and existing skills to complete the activity. 

· Phase Three (Process) – This is where I let each pupil process the information from phase two and trial new and existing skills to complete the task successfully. During this time, I was circulating the classroom to assist where appropriate. 

· Phase Four (Review) – I used question and answer strategies with the pupils to gauge their level of understanding about the task.

Hughes (2001) suggests that the most unforgettable moment of every lesson will be the start and the end. Hughes notes that there should be a variety of starters and plenaries with each lesson to keep the pupils engaged and focused. 
Looking back since starting my PTE, I would change phase one of my micro-teach lesson. Whilst introducing the artists, I read the information out to the pupils, which I had already found and prepared, from a PowerPoint slide. I would now vary that task to make it more engaging and challenging for the pupils. 
I would look to use the introduction of an artist as a hook and starter activity. This could be done setting the pupils the task of finding artist research themselves, or by providing them with an artist handout with information on, along with questions, and asking them to read the information and answer the questions themselves. Both of these options would help pupil’s literacy skills by including reading and writing, and the artist research could add an element of digital competency when done on the computer.




The National Curriculum for Art and Design in Wales
The National Curriculum requirements are that all pupils should be able to develop their skills within the context of ‘Understanding, Investigating and Making’. 
The Welsh Assembly (2008)
This statement from the National Curriculum guidelines was integral when writing my scheme of work for the micro-teach lesson. My aim was for each pupil to address the task by documenting their interpretation of industry. This would ensure that the outcomes would be diverse, as they would be unique to the individual.
The area from the National Curriculum requirement which was most prominent within my scheme of work was ‘Making’. There was a strong element of this in each lesson throughout the scheme of work including; Sketching their own design, mark making, building a paper sculpture, and then finishing with the soap sculpture, which was the focus of my micro teaching lesson.The end result from my scheme of work required each pupil to create an individual sculpture, made from soap.  
Reflecting back on this, I feel that this scheme of work when spread over a longer period of time, would have a better outcome. In such a short space of time (six weeks), I now feel that I included too many ‘Making’ activities, and could have concentrated on improving ‘Understanding’ and ‘Investigating’ more thoroughly. 















Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig
Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig’s common requirements statement identifies five aspects of the Cwricwlwm Cymreig: Cultural, Economic, Environmental, Historical and Linguistic. 
During my micro-teach I identified the Linguistic requirement during the start of my lesson by addressing to all pupils in welsh, completing the register in welsh and having a bilingual keywords and lesson objectives throughout my PowerPoint presentation.
 I also included two Welsh artists during the lesson, Andrew Rowe and George Little. This would cover the Cultural aspect of Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig.
During lesson three of my scheme of work, which looked at mark making techniques, I believe it would have been beneficial to use welsh coal to mark make. Not only would it have produced a unique experience for the pupils, but it could have opened up conversations surrounding the production of coal, and provided an opening to look at some Historical facts relating to coal, and the Welsh Mining community, and the impact that the mines had on the Culture of Wales, and the Economy.

















The National Literacy and Numeracy Framework
Literacy
Within my micro-teach lesson I found that literacy occurred naturally. Pupils were encouraged to communicate with each other and share ideas throughout. I also ensured that I was using question and answering techniques throughout the lesson to check understanding.
In my lesson I also included keywords. These words were discussed while introducing the artists, and were visible in both English and Welsh on every artist slide. The slides were also printed out as handouts for the pupils, not only as a visual aid, but so they could refer back to the information about each artist, and the keywords, at any time.
Since starting PTE1 I would now add in a reading and writing task, so pupils are using all their literacy skills, rather than just relying on oracy skills. By creating a starter activity where pupils have to read information themselves, and then answer questions based on that information (i.e – an Artist study) – I feel that this would be more beneficial for the pupils.

Numeracy
 “Measuring skills may reflect the importance of knowing what measurements to use in which context and what standard units to use” 
Welsh Assembly Government (2013) 
During my micro-teach lesson (lesson four of six), pupils were required to sketch a design for their sculpture, which would fit the size of a bar of soap. To make it easier, most pupils decided to place the soap onto a piece of paper, and draw around it. I could have made this more difficult however, by giving them the measurements of the soap, and asking them to draw it, using a pencil and a ruler – and providing them with the soap once this was complete. 
Upon further reflection, I also feel that I could have developed numeracy skills further, by putting emphasis on shapes. All pupils were required to sketch a design on paper that created the shape of their sculpture. By holding a discussion about shapes, and the difference between geometric shapes and naturally occurring shapes, this could have promoted a bigger understanding of numeracy. Shape is also one of the visual elements of art, so it wouldn’t have been difficult to fit into a discussion. Symmetry could have also been discussed when talking about creating a design for their sculpture. Both of the words shape and symmetry could have then been added to the keywords list for the scheme of work, adding enhancement to pupil’s vocabulary. 




Digital Competency
During my micro-teach lesson, the pupils were encouraged to record their process by taking photographs as they progressed through the different stages of the task. My reasoning behind that was that the images would need to be uploaded to a computer, and printed out, improving the pupils’ digital competency. The photos would also be useful to help describe the process for those who need additional support with literacy skills. The photos would act as a visual aid for those pupils while completing their reflection, which was planned as part of lesson six in the scheme of work.






















The skills Framework – Thinking
The Welsh Assembly Government (2008) suggests “processes of thinking that we have defined are plan, develop and reflect”.
I feel that within my scheme of work that this metacognitive structure worked well for the task that I had set. 
If I was to do my micro-teach again, I would use the same structure of plan, develop and reflect, but I would be open to use them in a different order. By creating a starter activity that opens a discussion, for example “what do you know about industry?” or “what does industry mean to you?” – This could encourage the pupils to reflect first. They would be able to reflect on any prior experiences/information they have on the subject, and apply that to the lesson. This reflection could then perhaps help them plan and develop the task ahead.  



















Teaching and learning theories
 ‘Bandura’s Social Learning Theory posits that people learn from one another, via observation, imitation, and modelling’ (David 2015)
Bandura states that people learn from observing other individuals actions and instruction. This is so important in Art and Design. During my micro-teach, I did complete a demonstration, however, it was primarily focussed on the element of Health and Safety, rather than how to successfully complete the task. 
 If I was to revisit the lesson, I would use the demonstration to model exactly what is required in the task, and how to do it. This would break the task into more manageable chunks, so perhaps pupils wouldn’t feel the task is too daunting or overwhelming. I would even consider doing more than one demonstration if required. For example, one demonstration about how to measure out and complete the design, and  once complete, a second demonstration showing how to carve the soap and of course bringing in the element of health and safety.
I also feel it would be beneficial to show pupils a fully completed example (which would need to be prepared beforehand). I believe that by doing this, it would help pupils visualise a finished sculpture, and also set the expectations. 
















Differentiation
Lori Tuckey (2002) states “We all have similar goals, but how we pursue them differs”.
Differentiation can be as simple as changing some content, or instructions for a pupil, or more complex, such as changing the materials or activity, to suit an individual pupils needs.
During my micro-teach, I did provide a handout to all pupils, with some suggested ideas for their sculpture shape. This was to provide an aid to pupils who may struggle to visualise a final outcome.
I also provided a variety of tools to carve with, some being simpler to use than others. This was to help those pupils who may be unable to use a craft knife/scalpel. All pupils were provided the opportunity to use plastic knives, plastic spoons and paperclips – all which were just as effective.
On reflection, I could have provided some basic outline shapes of industrial buildings to match the size of the bars of soap – this would have given pupils the option to trace the outline, if they were struggling to sketch up their own designs.


















Equality of Educational Opportunity
‘Equality and diversity, or multiculturalism, is the idea of promoting and accepting the differences between people. More specifically, equality is about ensuring individuals are treated fairly and equally’ Promoting Equality & Diversity in the Classroom (2014).
During my micro-teach, I did consider a few elements of equality. My PowerPoint presentation and handouts both used a black coloured background instead of white; this was to aid pupils who may struggle with dyslexia, as white backgrounds can often make this worse. 
I also provided example shapes for pupils who may struggle to visualise an outcome, and produce a shape/structure of their own. 
If I was to revisit this, I would like to continue with the work I have done, however there are several elements of equality that I didn’t consider. 
In the future, I would like to introduce themed weeks into my schemes of work, where we look at other cultures in addition to Welsh culture. 

















Health and Safety
From the beginning of the lesson I was conscious of Health and Safety. I ensured pupils were lined up outside the classroom beforehand, and that they entered the room in an orderly manner, placing their bags under desks after finding their seat. This was to ensure no bags or coats would be a trip hazard at any point of the lesson. 
Pupils were familiar with all materials being used during this lesson – however, as scalpels were being used to carve the soap, I had to ensure this was covered during the demonstration. I made sure I mentioned the hazards that could occur with the scalpel, and how to avoid these. I also created a table showing possible risks with the materials used, and displayed this on my PowerPoint document, and provided it as a handout for all pupils. 
I also prepped all the materials in advance for each table, and counted the equipment. This ensured that I knew all the materials (including the scalpels) were returned, and therefore could not leave the classroom and cause harm when being used while unsupervised. 
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