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Abstract 
Within this research project, the aim was to identify if Tasers are fit for purpose and establish if they are the safest means of protecting both the public and the police. This topic was chosen due to the recent media coverage on the death of ex-footballer Dalian Atkinson after he was Tasered by an officer. The researched aimed to evaluate the primary uses of Tasers and the context they are used. With increased media influence, the research also aimed to explore both the public and the police’s opinions and perceptions on the use of Tasers. During the research, limitations arouse with regards to up to date statistical data within the UK. Despite this, the study found that Tasers are an effective use of force that assists officers in carry out their jobs effectively whilst also protecting them from possible injuries common with dealing with difficult situations and arrests. Also, Tasers becoming a safer alternative to other uses of force with less officers being injured whilst on duty. The study also found that the use of Tasers has widened considerably over the last decade and that slowly the public are becoming more accustomed to seeing them on officers on duty. 
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Chapter One: Introduction

1.1 Background 
Developments in technology have allowed police forces in England and Wales to close the gap between incapacitant sprays and firearms. The Conducted Energy Device (CED) is a piece of modern-day technology that forms part of a trained police officers work related equipment. Only devices manufactured by Taser International are authorised for use by police forces in Wales and England (Home Office, 2013). This is why the CED is commonly known and referred to as Taser. Throughout the research, I will be referring to the CED as Taser as the majority of the public know the device as ‘Taser’. 
In 2003 the Taser was first introduced in the UK following an initial trial by firearms officers (McGuinness, 2016). It is classed as a less lethal weapon that aims to temporarily incapacitate a subject with an electrical current, which interferes with the body’s neuromuscular system. As of September 2019, the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) state that the total number of Specially Trained Officers (STO) and Authorised Firearms Officers (AFO) who carry Taser was 30,548, out of a total officer workforce of 156,833 (2021). These figures are set to rise as the Home Office announced that police forces in England and Wales would receive £6.7 million to purchase 8,155 devices with the potential of arming 8000 more officers (Home Office, 2020). 

1.2 Aims and Objectives 
Aims - Within this research project the aim is to identify if Tasers are fit for purpose and establish if they are the safest means of protecting both the public and the police. Furthermore, I will review the primary uses of Taser and ascertain in what context they are used. Finally, I will identify how the weapons is perceived by both, the public and the police to gain an understanding of how people view the weapon.
Objective 1: Are Tasers fir for purpose- are they the safest way to protect both the police and public.
Objective 2: What are the primary uses of Tasers and in what context are they used.
Objective 3: How is the weapon perceived by the police and public?

1.3 Rational
Having worked in the police force for only two years and undertook Taser training very recently, the topic and discussion around its use was very interesting and posed some interesting questions. In 2020, the home office announced that police forces in England and Wales would get more funding towards arming our officers with Tasers. With this came a media frenzy with previous media stories on incident and deaths relating to Tasers re-appearing online and in the media. There seems to be a relatively large grey area with regards to the medical impacts of a Taser, with an individual’s medical history being a significant factor in the outcomes of a Taser shock. With the government, applying such significant funding schemes for Taser uplifts, it is important to understand the purpose and use of Tasers and how they are perceived. More officers will routinely be carrying Tasers and it is important that further academic studies are conducted on them and the risks associated. This will in turn will provide better understanding as well as improve the safety of the device and it use.

1.4 Structure
Throughout this research the aims is to meet the studies objectives. To do this, the dissertation will be divided into five chapters.
Chapter one will outline the purpose and background of the study with a brief introduction to the topic of Tasers outlining the aims and objectives of the study and a rational. Chapter two will present current literature and review the data available on Tasers within the UK to enable an critical review on Taser usage it will be broken down to understand the publics perceptions, police perception and protection and finally medical implications as a result of a taser being deployed. Chapter three will present the methods and methodology used to complete the data collection and identify the suitability and limitations of primary data collection. It will justify the primary data collection methods used. Chapter four will present the findings from the primary data collected and seek to withdraw key themes and findings. Following from this chapter five will discuss and answer the dissertations aims and with discussions on limitations and further research.

1.5 Conclusion
Chapter one has introduced the research topic with clear aims and objectives for the study. A brief background of Tasers has been given along with a rational for the study and an overview of the dissertation structure. The next chapter will present the literature review, proving an in-depth analysis into current findings on Tasers.






Chapter Two: Literature Review 

2.1 Public perception 
The publics’ confidence and opinions of the police are very temperamental and the fear of weapons can contribute and affect these considerably. It is said that the public’s fear of weaponry stems from a lack of knowledge on the matter. “A review of 56 published studies reported that the mere sight of weapons increases aggression in both angry and nonangry individuals” (Carlson et al, 1990). This is known as the ‘weapons effect’ and has been studied by phycologists for many years. It is feared that if police forces in England and Wales arm the vast majority of their officers with Taser, an increase in aggressive behaviour could arise as a direct result. A study conducted by NPCC in 2012 identified a number of reasons as to why a percentage of the public have a negative perception of Taser. The reasons include, negative or false media coverage, its use in other countries and the number of deaths that have occurred in association with the device. However, it is important to note that safety regulations are greater within England and Wales than in countries such as the United States of America (USA). The Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) recognised that the public view Tasers as a high-level use of force that should only be used when dealing with serious threats whereas the police view Tasers as a piece of safety equipment that is of a lower risk than others. (IPCC 2014a, p. 25).

Studies conducted in the USA have identified that people who suffer with mental illness, those from minority groups and those who are under the influence of drugs or alcohol are more likely to have Taser used against them (Lin and Jones 2010, Gau et al. 2010, O’Brien et al. 2011). These categories of people are commonly referred to within the UK as vulnerable people. Therefore, it is understandable that public perception of the police and the device deteriorate when used against said categories of people, regardless of circumstances. The police conduct report 2015 reviewed the public’s opinion of the police force and found that concerns raised regarding the number of times the police used force was comparatively low. Only one in every 25 people said they were concerned about the frequency of the use of force with only a quarter stating they had some concerns (TNS, 2015). Similarly, another study found that “71% of the respondents considered it acceptable for officers to carry a Taser and four out of five participants claimed that they would be more likely to approach an officer for help if they were in possession of a Taser” (Polfed.org, 2016, p.469). Nevertheless, it also found that the public assume that the police only use type of force that are legal and within the requirements of the law however, when asked they had little knowledge of the laws and what types of force the police can legally use. It remains that the public continue to have some level of concern regarding the use of Tasers but have a limited understanding on the laws, its use and why and when it is deployed. 

2.2 Police protection and perceptions 
According to College of Policing (CoP) “any use of the Taser must be proportionate, lawful, accountable and absolutely necessary” (2021, p.37). 
Studies and reviews on the use of Tasers within the police force underlined the issues of ‘mission-creep’ which involves using certain types of force because it is readily available as opposed to using what is necessary (IPCC, 2014b). Research also stresses that the use of Tasers has significantly increased “not only in terms of the number of police officers using it, but also in terms of its use in circumstances where it would not have been used in the past” (NPCC, 2015, p.211). In Rogers (2003) recent study, he highlighted the need for better policing of firearms. He stated that there is need for more research on less-lethal weapons and that the government and UK police forces have committed to doing so. Officers are often called to very serious incidents in which they put themselves at risk or harm, because of this Tasers are predominantly used when officers seek to protect themselves and the public, to make an arrest or to gain control of a potentially dangerous situation (White & Ready, 2007). 

Research conducted by NPCC (2019) using 38,355 separate uses of force, from 20 police forces, indicates the number of officers reporting injuries. Out of 5619 deployments of Taser, 225 resulted in officers getting injured accumulating to a 4% officer injury rate. When compared to Irritant spray 16% and baton 11% it is clear that Taser is a safer alternative for officers. From these finding it is evident that Tasers aid in reducing the risk officers face, this is said to be because it allows police to effectively contain a high-risk situation without resorting to lethal force or officer injury, a Taser device can be seen as a less lethal police response (Vilke & Chan,2007; White & Ready, 2007).  McDonald et al (2009) researched the impact of introducing Tasers into the police department, specifically investigating the number of officer injury before and after the introduction of Tasers. Their study found that across 12 police departments there was a 25% reduction in the number of officers injured during arrest. Their study also highlighted that the main reasons for the reduction was the decline in the need to physically intervene and restrain an individual. Similarly, to this study Taylor and woods (2010) also researched and compared police departments with and without Taser devices over a four year period. Their findings highlight that departments without Taser had higher rates of officer and suspect injuries and more instances where medical attention was needed. These studies were conducted in the USA but due to the lack of comprehensive studies conducted in the UK it is useful to draw on findings that focus specifically on the comparison of police forces that use and do not use Taser, rather than officers who do and do not use it. With all police forces in the UK using Taser, it is difficult to complete a comparison. In contrast, a study conducted by Cambridge University with the help of City of London police reported that officers who were visibly armed with Taser used force 48% more often and were more likely to be assaulted, than those unarmed (2018). Although, a comprehensive study, important questions remain unanswered such as the type of incident officers were deployed to. It is well documented that officers in possession of Taser attend calls, which involve a higher risk to their personal safety and would therefore be more likely to use force or get assaulted. 

In 2019, the Police Federation of England and Wales (PFEW) carried out a snapshot poll with regard to officers carrying Taser. The results from the poll identified that “89% of officers would want to routinely carry Taser after being given appropriate training, with nearly 97% saying their colleagues should be allowed to carry the devices” (Polfed, 2020). These results identify that officers feel the need for extra protection in situations where there baton or incapacitant spray may not be enough. However, it is clear that there is limited research on how officers perceive Tasers and their opinion on the device.

2.3 Medical implications and risks 
[bookmark: _Hlk93683928]The aim of this section is to underline some of the medical issues relating to Taser deployment and issues regarding its safety. The literature review does not critically analyse the findings of the authors but provides an overview of current findings and literature related to the medical implications of Taser use.

A highly researched and debated topic within the area of Tasers is the medical implications. Taser is an electrical weapon which delivers short high-voltage, low current pulses through two barbs attached to fine wires. The purpose of the Taser is to temporarily incapacitate a person by causing painful muscular contractions (Kunz, Grove, & Fischer, 2012). The use and safety of Tasers are highly debatable the manufacturer of the devices state in the product information that use of TASER devices “causes physiologic and/or metabolic effects that may increase the risk of death or serious injury” (Taser International, 2013). The five-second charge generated by a Taser ECD is 50,000 volts and can be more hazardous when used on some individuals that are intoxicated, abuse drugs or have underlying health issues. The health implications and risks have been well documented, and are highly controversial.  “Health concerns can be classified into three broad streams: sudden deaths, injuries and adverse effects, and the potential for the electrical energy of a discharge to cause disruption to cardiac functioning” (O'Brien & Thom, 2011, p.422). The difficulty with assessing the medical risks of Tasers is the ability to differentiate direct Taser complications from any other complex medical issues. The literature surrounding Taser deaths and injuries do not identify exactly what impact the Taser shot itself has on the human body. In most cases where a person has died as a result of being Tasered, it has not been identified as the main cause of death, just one of many contributing factors in the death. With such difficulty in identifying the true cause and impact the taser has, obtaining reliable data is very difficult. 

The extent of injury after electric shock is determined by voltage, resistance, amperage, type of current, current pathway, and the duration of contact ( Jain S, Bandi V, 1999). In review of the possible injuries and health, concerns following the deployment of a Taser the most common injury documented is the falls and injuries sustained after the shock is administered. Cooper‘s studies on electrical injuries found that high voltage direct current tends to cause a single muscle spasm, often throwing the victim from the source causing blunt trauma (1995). Indirect injury is often caused when a Taser is deployed and injuries occur after the shock has taken place. Often when a Taser is deployed the individual falls to the ground. The surface on which they fall can impact the severity of the injury that occur post shock. Additionally, the height the individual falls from can differ and therefore the severity of the injuries sustained as a result of the fall can also vary significantly making it difficult to assess the true dangers involved. As well as indirect injuries, minor injuries can occur such as injuries to the skin. “Injuries to the skin and underlying tissue and organs from probe penetration and from the passage of electrical current; joint injury; bony injury (including skull and traumatic brain injury) from falls; the physiological stress from the pain and muscle contractions could exacerbate pre-existing conditions (such as disorders of the heart, circulation and respiratory systems)” (NPCC, 2017).

Factors such as meatal health, drugs, alcohol and underlying medical issues need to be considered before deploying a Taser however, there remains a gap in knowledge of the impact these factors have on an individual who has been Tasered. How these factors can affect a person and their contribution to injury or death because of a Taser remain largely unanswered (Bleetman, A, Steyn & Lee C., 2004a). A review by the IOPC on the use of Tasers between 2015 and 2020 examined 101 cases within England and Wales. Of those 101 cases, 16 involved a death; they note that the deaths were not necessarily the result of Taser use. “However, four inquests have found that the use of Taser, in combination with other factors, contributed to or were relevant in a person’s death” (Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC), 2021). For officers dealing with incidents that are called in, knowing the medical history and physical state is almost impossible. Other research into deaths linked with Taser such as the American Journal of Public Health suggest that “any injuries sustained during or after being exposed to the deployment of a Taser did not come from the weapon itself; other factors had the potential to affect the condition of the suspect”. While this is promising, other contributing factors would have to be considered when establishing why there are the amount of injuries and even deaths there are as a result of Taser deployment (Bleetman, A, Steyn & Lee C, 2004b). With such conflicting findings and no real evidence to suggest that Tasers cause death due to poor data sources and difficulty in completing medical examination, it is not possible to identify a Taser shock as the main cause of death. An in-depth analysis and study by Amnesty International through the use of media and police medical reports “identified a number of factors that were common to most of the Taser-related deaths it examined. These included pre-existing or underlying health problems such as heart conditions and mental illness, and being under the influence of drugs.” (Hancock L and Gant F, 2008). 
A common misconception is that the deployment of a Taser has an impact on the cardiac functioning. Preliminary research on the effects of the Taser on human heart rhythm has confirmed earlier studies indicating the Taser does not cause ventricular fibrillation when used for short intervals on healthy adults. Furthermore, it should be noted that “although studies on this device are very incomplete, there is no credible proof that the Taser induces cardiac arrest when used by law enforcement officials in a prescribed manner. In fact, the voltage required to induce ventricular fibrillation has been calculated to be 15 to 42 times the charge possible to be delivered from the Taser. It has been acknowledged that there have been no documented cases of ventricular fibrillation directly caused by the device in more than 600,000 police uses” (Roberts, James R. MD. 2008, p.47).
2.4 Conclusion  
Within the review of literature, information has been accumulated on the topics in which the research will be based. During the review, it was noted that, although there are many academic studies on Taser and its uses internationally, studies within England and Wales are very limited or dated. Many recent studies have also observed the need for new data to help understand the current trend and use of Tasers as most relevant research is currently based and reliant on a small number of data sets (Bolger 2015, Neuscheler and Freidlin 2015). Questions are also being asked about the corporate influence on research (Azadani et al. 2011).

This research aims to identify how the device is perceived by serving police officers who carry the device as well as those who do not. This will give better understanding of how safe, efficient and effective the device is, from those who use it and those who have seen it used. Furthermore, it aims to identify how the public perceive the device, as although, many officers carry them, there is limited up to date research. Finally, the recent death of ex Aston Villa footballer Dalian Atkinson who was subjected to Taser has made the public question the devices safety. However, there is now evidence to suggest that the officer was to blame rather than the device, therefore questioning the training that officer receive.



Chapter Three- Methodology 
When considering the research aims it was essential that the right methods were selected to collect and obtain useful and reliable information. A method that allowed for the opportunity to find out how the police and the public feel about the use of Tasers is key in answering the aims of the research. Having read a considerable amount of literature on research methods (Gill, 2008; Daley, 2013; Dencombe, 2010; McNiff and Whitehead, 2005; Drever, 2003) it was clear that to obtain a range of responses to fulfil the objectives of the study both, questionnaires and interviews would need to be used. The literature emphasises the importance of using a range of methods to ensure depth and triangulation (Daley, 2013; Dencombe, 2010; McNiff and Whitehead, 2005; Drever, 2003) and for this reason a variety of research methods will be used. Ensuring triangulation will allow the collection of reliable and comparable data. 
The first research method will be a questionnaire/survey, which is an “investigation of the opinions or experiences of a group of people based on a series of questions” (Oxford Dictionary, 2018). According to Bell (2010), questions provided in the questionnaire are predetermined and mainly aimed at extracting specific data from a particular group of people regarding their opinions and behaviours. He also suggests that “the success of a research project depends on the population sampled and how representative it is of the target population”. When considering the sample used for this research the aim is to make reliable and accurate interpretations to a broader population, often referred to as “representation” (Bates, Brick & Baker, 2013). 
For the purpose of this research, the aim is to explore both the public and the police perceptions and opinions on the use of Tasers. Firstly, a questionnaire will be administered to a sample of 25 police officers. All officers asked to complete the questionnaire will have been Taser trained and be currently working for a police force in England or Wales. Additionally, another 25 questionnaires will be given to the public. The members of the public selected to complete the questionnaire will be from various places within Wales. The public will be asked questions regarding their understanding of the use of Tasers and explore their knowledge, attitudes, perceptions, feelings and ideas regarding the use of the device. Two different questionnaires will be created to establish and compare the police and the public’s perception on the use of Tasers. The questionnaires will be different, as many questions given to the police will not apply to the public.
Prior to administering the questionnaire, a pilot/trail will be given to 5 people to ensure the questions are easy to understand and establish if there are any errors or need for additional questions to be added. This will be done for both the police and public questionnaire. An essential requirement that should be considered prior is consent. All participants will be asked to give their consent before completing the questionnaire. This will be done in the form of an information sheet as the first page of the questionnaire, which participants will have to read and agree their consent. Mahon (2013) states the need for this when conducting any ethical research.
Additional reasons for choosing questionnaires as a method is the element of time. Considering the time scale in which this study needs to be conducted a questionnaire allows for the collection of reliable, valid, and unbiased data from a representative sample in a timely manner and without resource constraints (Mutepfa & Tapera, 2018). The questionnaires will be distributed online, using a survey platform called Smartsurvey.co.uk. 
When administering and using questionnaires as a method of research it is also important to acknowledge the limitations of using such methods. A common issue with online data collection is the response rate. Recent studies into the effectiveness of online data collection have raised concerns regarding the uptake in completing the questionnaires and the ability for people to ignore or delete requests to complete (Carbonaro & Bainbridge, 2000). The link to complete the survey maybe sent but not all respondents will complete it. Furthermore, the technical nature of online data collection can be a limitation, online surveys require the participant to have access to the internet and have a basic understanding of technology (Lefever et al, 2006). However, researchers have identified that, online data collection protects against the loss of data and simplifies the transfer of data into a database for analysis saving the researcher time and effort.
The second method that will be used is an interview to obtain more qualitative data on the topic of Tasers. The purpose of qualitative research is to explore and describe the ‘quality’ and ‘nature’ of how people behave, experience, and understand (Kvale, 2003). Interviews will be conducted as well as questionnaires as in comparison to questionnaires an interview is more useful in eliciting narrative data and allows for the investigation of the officer’s views in greater detail (Cohen et al (2007: 29). Furthermore, the interactive aspect an interview allows for the researcher to press for complete, clear answers and investigate topics that emerge from the pre-planned questions (Kallet, 2005a). Drever (2003) adds that interviews assist in “broadening the scope of understanding investigated phenomena, as it is a more naturalistic and less structured data collection tool”.
For the purpose of this research, a South Wales Police staff member will be interviewed. Their current role within the police is to train officers in a variety of aspects, one of those being Taser training. They were a police officer for 30 years and has since retired and re-joined as police staff in the training department. The interview will seek to gain their opinion and explore their experiences with Taser use. In order to draw comparison and look at different arguments, an interview with a member of a human rights group will also take place. The member has asked to remain anonymous, however, it can be confirmed that they work alongside police forces in England and Wales regarding use of force and stop search.  For the purpose of this research, it is essential to critically analyse the data collected and by conducting two interviews; opinions and views of opposing arguments can be listened to and evaluated.
The interviews conducted will be done in a one-to-one environment, which is the most common form of interview (Kallet, 2005b). The interview will be semi structured which will allow for questions to be taken in different directions where appropriate and allow for more flexibility. The use of semi-structured interviews will also enable interaction and better discussions (McNiff, and Whitehead, 2005). Hitchcock & Hughes (1989) similarly state that semi structures interviews “allow depth to be achieved by providing the opportunity on the part of the interviewer to probe and expand the interviewee's responses”. 
Throughout the interview, it is likely that answers given will need further investigating and semi-structured interviews will allow for this. Core questions will be planned, this is suggested by Berg, (2007) he recommends using a basic check list to help cover all the main elements and to keep some structure. When using interview as a method of data collection the person getting interviewed may want to take the discussion in different directions and having a core set of questions planned will allow the interview to say focused and ensure the discussion does not deviate too far from the research aims. The interview will be recorded and transcribes to depict key themes and opinions. 
Having established the benefits and reasons for conducting a semi-structured interview, the limitations also need to be considered. Planning and conducting an interview can be time consuming and finding an appropriate time that both the researcher and interviewee can both attend can be challenging (Castellan, 2010). Furthermore, building a sense of trust and a safe environment can be difficult when interviewing. Ideally the interviewee needs to feel calm and at ease in order to give true and reliable responses (Oppong, 2013). On some occasions, having a semi structured interview plan can lead the conversation to deviate and discussions that are off topic can happen and provide information or data that does not relate to the research aims (Roshan, & Deeptee, 2009).













Chapter Four-Results and Analysis 
For the purpose of data analysis, both interviews have been transcribed in order to depict themes and answer the project objectives, (Appendix E and F). The analysis of the transcripts sought to address the research objectives and establish different viewpoints provided by the two interviewees. The survey was completed online using Smart survey, which collated and created statistical data to be interpreted and analysed. Using a platform such as Smart Survey had several advantages such as the simplicity of administering the questionnaire in a short period of time and the data collected were presented numerically and in percentages to allow for quick and easy interpretation of the results and findings (Appendix ?? and ??).

Throughout this section, the data analysis will attempt to answer the three objectives of the dissertation, which are:
· Are Tasers fit for purpose; Are they safe for protecting the police and the public.
· How is the weapon perceived?
· What are the primary uses of a Taser; when should they be used?

4.1 Are Tasers fit for purpose; Are they safe for protecting the police and the public.
With regards to the officers who took part in the questionnaire, all currently carry and are trained in the use of Taser. Of the 25 officers, 11 have discharged a Taser and 12 have not, the remaining two stated other as they have used a Taser as a stun drive and not fully deployed the device. Of the 13 who have used a Taser in one way or another, 9 of them said that its use was effective in dealing with a situation, 4 of them stated that its use was not effective. 
Current research on Tasers highlights the impact carrying a Taser had on reducing the number assaults carried out on police officers, findings from the questionnaire correlate to these statements with the majority 52% agreeing and another 16% officers strongly agreeing that they thought carrying a Taser device lowers the risk of being assaulted, 12% however disagreed. With regards to the officer safety the data supports existing findings highlighted in the literature review by McDonald et al (2009). He found that there was a 25% reduction in the number of officers injured during arrest due to the reduction in the need for physical intervention. 
Similarly, when asked if officers felt safer carrying a Taser there was a clear view with 96% of officers stating that they felt safer. Furthermore, research states that Tasers are used to deter offenders from assaulting police and of the officers who took part in the survey, 84% agreed that the presence of a Taser device reduces a subject’s aggression while in a confrontational situation.

The results of the public questionnaire on the use of Tasers found that 21 respondents (84%) identified that they felt safer when in the presence of an officer carrying a Taser, 3 respondents (12%) stated they did not feel safer in the presence of an officer carrying Taser and 1 respondent (4%) stated it did not make a difference. 
The public were asked if they would be more likely to approach or speak to an officer in possession of a Taser device. This question had noticeable differing views with 15 respondents (60%) neither agreed nor disagreed that they would be more likely to approach an officer carrying a Taser device and other responses that can be seen in (appendix B) question 7. These findings do not correlate to the findings within the literature review, which stated that four out of five participants claimed that they would be more likely to approach an officer for help if they were in possession of a Taser (Polfed.org, 2016).
The public’s response to whether they found Tasers devices intimidating was very wide ranging. 32% felt that the presence of a Taser was intimidating but a majority 48% disagreed and 12% strongly disagreed. With the majority stating that they do not find the presence of a Taser intimidating the following question regarding the reassurance a Taser brings was high with 80% of respondents saying they felt reassured in the presence of a Taser. This data is again different to that identified in the literature review whereby Carlson et al, (1990) reported that the mere sight of weapons increases aggression in both angry and nonangry individuals”.

The interview with the current trainer for Tasers in South Wales Police has stated that from feedback and discussions with officers more and more are opting to carry a Taser for safety reasons. They explained that officers find by just carrying a Taser it becomes a deterrent in itself. The statement below is taken from the interview (Appendix E). They do however state that they do not think that Tasers should be a compulsory part of PPE.
“They turn up to incidents, people are looking and seeing they got Taser and on numerous occasions when we train them, I have lots of officers saying to me just because I was carrying that Taser the person basically complied with my requests”.
When asked about the safety and risk issues associated with Tasers, the trainer noted that the most common safety issues with regards to the public was the possibility of injury as a result of a Taser being deployed. They discussed possible injuries as a result of being Tasered, such as cardiac arrhythmia, injuries that occur after the impact such as head, body and muscular injuries from falling. They also discussed the risks to others, for example if a Taser was to miss the offender and make contact with others close by (Appendix E).

4.2 How is the weapon perceived?
How the police and public perceive the use of a Taser was explored within the questionnaire. The officers were asked if all front-line police officers in England and Wales should have the option to carry Taser devices. Majority of respondents either strongly agreed or agreed that all front line police officers in England and Wales should have the option to carry Taser devices but interestingly when asked if all officers should have, a Taser without the option to opt out 28% disagreed.  When asked if officers should NOT carry tasters all respondents either disagreed or strongly disagreed, this suggesting that all officers see a benefit and purpose to carrying Tasers. 
The majority of responses in the police questionnaire, supports the findings within the literature review, for example, Polfed study found that 89% of officers would want to routinely carry Taser after being given appropriate training, with nearly 97% saying their colleagues should be allowed to carry the devices (Polfed, 2020). The public were also asked if they thought all front-line police officers in England and Wales should carry a Taser device, of the 25 asked 8 (32%) strongly agreed, 13 (52%) agreed and 4 (16%) neither agreed or disagreed.
During the interview, the Taser trainer stated that the think officers should all have the option to carry a Taser based on the statistics gathered within the South Wales police force. They explained that currently an officer is 20% less likely to be assaulted when doing your police role. 
Within the literature review, it was found that The Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) recognised that there is an obvious mismatch between the public perception that Taser is a high-level use of force that should only be considered when faced with the most serious threats of violence. Respondents were asked if a Taser should only be used when an officer is threatened with serious violence. The responses were varied as you can see from the results table below (Appendix D).

The public were then asked if they thought Taser devices should be used at an officer’s discretion; in any situation, they deem its use is necessary. 28% strongly agreed, 52% agreed and 20% disagreed. The opinions regarding the safety of Tasers were very varied with many differing views. The police were given the statement “Tasers are dangerous”. From the results, it is possible to state that the majority of officers strongly disagree with the statement. In contrast to this the public’s response gathered was again very wide ranging, the findings can be (appendix B).










When discussing the public’s opinion with the human rights activist she discussed how little the public actually know and understand about the use of Tasers and therefore will struggle to give their opinion on such a serious issue. Below are comments made with regards to public perception.
“ I often go out into the community and speak with people about use of force, stop search and policing in general. Tasers are often a topic spoken about, as people don’t know what they are or what they do, especially those who don’t come into contact with police regular. I think, um there is a lack of knowledge on Tasers in general”
When considering the use of a taser to protect officers they highlighted the contrasting view on how the taser can inflict serious injury and in some cases, torture. The human rights activist strongly disagrees with the drive stun mode available on Tasers. They stated that “the aim of Taser is to achieve neuromuscular incapacitation and drive stun mode doesn’t do that.” They referred to article 3 of the human rights act which is the freedom from torture and inhuman or degrading treatment. They personally think that the drive stun mode is a form of torture as all it does is create a large amount of pain to the recipient. This is another aspect of Taser use that needs to be considered and which lacks statistics and research. 
Furthermore, the human rights activist who works alongside the police, referred to incidents that have been in the media and how Tasers in the wrong police officer’s hands can be very dangerous. They made specific link to the death of Dalian Atkinson, who was Tasers five or six times the recommended limit. They suggested how the officer carrying the Taser is fully responsible for how and when the taser is used and because of that they recommended that only select few should be able to carry one and that that a supervisor should put officers forward based on their operational experience and level of trust.

4.3 What are the primary uses of a Taser; when should they be used?
When considering when Tasers should be used 42% of the public asked, thought that Taser devices should only be used when a police officer is threatened with serious violence. 28% neither agreed or disagreed with this statement. 20% either disagreeing or strongly disagreeing that Tasers should be used when threatened with serious violence. Furthermore, they were also asked is Taser devices should be used at an officers discretion, in any situation the deem its use is necessary, 80% either agreed or strongly agreed with this statement. 
The police survey highlighted that officers agreed that Tasers should be used to lower the risk of being assaulted, 68% of officers agreed with this statement. Similarly, 84% of officers said that the presence of a Taser device reduces a subject’s aggression while in a confrontational situation. The officer interviewed commented on its use and the benefits;
“Tactical option around it is a distance tool it can offer them at least 25 feet away from a person or persons that they do perceive a threat from and can assist them with their personal safety then.”
Furthermore, with regards to when it should be used, they also stated that;
“I can’t actually say when they would use it because it would be down to that officer’s actual thought process and then being able to justify their action as and when they do use it. If we are talking about what type of incident, it is usually incidents involving weapons or highly aggressive persons.”
He continued by discussing the national decision model that is taught in Taser training but emphasises that situations are spontaneous and rapid that that implement this model every time can be difficult (Appendix E)



Chapter Five: Conclusion and Recommendations 

5.0 Main findings and Achievement of objectives
5.0.1 How is the weapon perceived by the police and public?
Throughout the dissertation, it can be seen that the public’s perceptions on the use of Tasers is varied and can be influenced by a number of factors. The research finding suggest that the public lack knowledge and understanding about the use of Tasers. Within the questionnaire responses by the public would imply a lack of opinion on the topic, this is demonstrated with many key questions answered with neither agree or disagree. Carlson et al similarly reported that the publics fear of weaponry stems from a lack of knowledge on the matter (1990). The publics opinion on the use of Tasers was very sporadic with a very varied opinions provided. A lack of knowledge can often lead to apprehension however, in contrast, this study found that the majority of the public were not fearful and do not find the Taser device intimidating.
We currently live in a generation in which media has a significant influence on the public’s perceptions. The public’s view on ‘how dangerous the deployment of a Taser is’, was also wide-ranging and this can often be a result of opinions formed through the media. The aim of the police is to achieve public confidence and to do this they need to manage how Tasers are portrayed in the media. Many incidences involving Tasers are caught on camera and can be interpreted differently by members of the public, therefore instilling either positive or negative opinions on its use, educating the public on its use and purpose can alter these opinions. 
The public’s opinion is not as negative as initially though as a result of the literature review findings. Results found that in general the public agreed that the police should carry Tasers and that they trust them to use the device at their own discretion. Findings suggest that the public support the police decision to use a Tasers as long as its sufficiently justified or if the officer is threatened with serious violence or weapons. The public feel that if an officer miss-uses the device he or she should be accountable and be prosecuted if they are found to have used the weapon/device incorrectly, for longer than recommended or to simply to torture an individual or cause a death or more injury that is necessary. The appearance of an officer carrying a Tasers has become more common with majority of officers in Wales carrying one when on duty. As a result of this the public are becoming increasingly accustomed to the use/sight of Tasers with many reporting that they feel safer in the presence of an officer carrying a Taser.
The police perception on the use of Tasers is generally very positive with majority either carrying a Taser or agreeing that all officers should have the option to carry one. The most common reason for officers having a positive perspective on the use of Tasers is the safety element it brings. Most officers questioned reported that a Taser is used most commonly as a deterrent and as a threat to discourage any further trouble without having to physically intervene, which in turn reduces the chance of injury sustained when trying to physically restrain or arrest an individual. 

5.0.2 Are Tasers for purpose- are they the safest way to protect both the police and public.
Finding suggest that both the public and the police agreed that a Taser should be drawn in any circumstance where the officers perceive the need for action and use of force to contain a situation. When considering if Tasers are fit for purpose it is important to consider other uses of force and when compared to the next use of force option, firearms they are far safer for the recipient and when compared to the baton they are safer for the officer and the recipient. It appears too that officers feel a lot safer when carrying Tasers and find they are less likely to be assaulted. Furthermore, this is supported by literature that also states an officer is 20% less likely to be assaulted doing their police role than not carrying a Taser. It has also been found that it allows officers to deal with incidents in a safer manor especially when other members of the public are in danger and the situation can be diffused quickly. 
Tasers are a means of protecting the public in environments where an individual is or is likely to put others in danger as a Taser can defuse a situation quickly. Findings from the public found they felt safer in the presence of officers with the Taser. 
The disadvantages of using a Taser is the injuries that can be sustained as a result. The most common injuries that incur because of a Taser deployment are indirect injuries such a blunt trauma that happen when the individual falls. Another aspect that questions the safety of Tasers is the missing research on the medical implication with regards to pre-existing or underlying health problems such as heart conditions and mental illness, and being under the influence of drugs. These are key aspects that significantly question the safety of the use of stares however when considering alternate use of force such as a firearms, stun guns and incapacitant spray officers find that Tasers bridge the gap.	

5.0.3 What are the primary uses of Tasers and in what context are they used.
When considering the primary use of the Taser, injuring or temporarily incapacitating the offender is not one. The finding from this research has found that the leading purpose of a Taser is to protect the officer dealing with an incident or any other members of the public in danger because of an incident occurring. When trying to establish when a Taser should be deployed the nature of the threat and behaviour of the individual were the consistent responses and themes throughout the study. Current literature highlights the importance of officer safety and welfare and the need for officers to carry protective safety equipment to protect themselves. The use and the need for officers to carry Tasers assist in the protection of officers. The study found that most officers and members of the public think that all officers should have the option to carry a Taser. 
From the result of the study and literature, it can be seen that Tasers are often used as a deterrent and often not actually deployed every time. This is because Tasers give the police more power over non-compliant people, they are subsequently being using as a de-escalation tool with just a threat of deployment being enough to deter an individual from committing a crime or assaulting and officer. On the other hand, when a Taser is deployed the main purpose is to temporarily incapacitate the individual to protect the police and the public or to defuse a possible serious incident quickly.

5.1 Limitations
This dissertation intended to critically review the use of Tasers by police in England and Wales. This research project did review literature and policy documents in both England and Wales however, the primary research was only conducted in South Wales. Due to the time constraint of the course the sample was only representative of three police stations on South Wales therefore not allowing for a critical review of all officers. 
Another limitation of the study was the lack of good data collected from the public questionnaire. The questionnaire consisted largely of closed questions, unfortunately, these questions provided limited information on the reason behind some responses and opinions which made it harder to interpret the data collected. Furthermore, some question offered too many responses, which in turn gave a big range of opinions and consequently did not assist in making any significant conclusions on some topics.
The interview conducted was very useful and provided information on current training and used of Tasers within South Wales. The person undertaking the interview maintained a very professional stance and limited their personal opinions on some questions making it difficult to really get their prospective on key questions. A lot of the information he gave was readily available online therefore not adding to the data as much as hoped.
Lastly, when conducting research into current findings and research on the use of Tasers, articles and journals were predominantly based on polices forces in the United States of America making it difficult to compare statistics and data. 	

5.2 Future Research
This dissertation researched both polices and public opinions and perceptions on the use of Tasers. To gain a more in-depth and true representation a more focused approach on just one would allow for a more detail understating and ability to collect more specific data and gain a detailed account of how for example the police perceive and use Tasers. Furthermore, future research on this topic could focus more on the use of equipment such as a Taser because it is available, rather than because it is necessary. A consistent finding was the use of a Taser as a deterrent and threat with clear warning against its use as a pain compliance tool. 

5.3 Conclusion
To conclude the research has found that Tasers are an effective use of force that assists officers in carry out their jobs effectively whilst also protecting them from possible injuries common with dealing with difficult situations and arrests. Tasers are a safe way to control difficult situations quickly whilst also becoming a safer alternative to other used of force such as firearms, batons and sprays. It is clear from the findings that use of Tasers has widened considerably over the last decade and that slowly the public are becoming more accustomed to seeing them on officers on duty. Research has found that the Taser has significantly reduced the number of officers getting injured while on duty and that generally officers feel safer when carrying one. The Taser does also have some disadvantages with its use rising, questions on the terms of its use begin to arise with questions surrounding its safety and the potential dangers that can occur once it is deployed. The medical implications are still not widely research or studied enough to really discourage the use of Tasers. 
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Appendices
Appendix A
POLICE QUESTIONNIARE BLANK
1. Are you currently a serving police officer?
· Yes
· No
· Other (please specify):


2. Do you carry a Taser Device?
· Yes
· No
· Other (please specify):

3. Do you as an officer, feel safer with or without Taser?
· With
· Without
· Other (please specify):

4. Have you ever discharged a Taser while in the line of duty?
· Yes
· No
· Other (please specify):

5. If so, was it effective?
· Yes
· No
· N/A

For the following questions, please indicate how strongly you agree/disagree with the statements presented.


6. All front line police officers in England and Wales should carry Taser devices.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree




7. All front line police officers in England and Wales should have the option to carry Taser devices.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

8. Police officers in England and Wales should NOT carry Taser devices.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree


9. Carrying a Taser device lowers the risk of being assaulted.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

10. Carrying a Taser device increases the risk of being assault.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

11. The presence of a Taser device increases a subject’s aggression while in a confrontational situation.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

12. The presence of a Taser device reduces a subject’s aggression while in a confrontational situation.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

13. Taser devices are dangerous.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

14. Members of the public are less likely to approach you if you are in possession of a Taser device.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
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Appendix C
PUBLIC QUESTIONNAIRE BLANK
1. Do you know what a Taser device is?
· Yes
· No
· Other (Please Specify)


2. Do you feel safer when in the presence of an officer carrying a Taser device?
· Yes
· No
· Other (please specify):


3. On a scale of 1-10 how dangerous, do you think Tasers are? (1 being low & 10 being high)
· 1
· 2
· 3
· 4
· 5
· 6
· 7
· 8
· 9
· 10


For the following questions, please indicate how strongly you agree/disagree with the following statements.


4. All front line police officers in England and Wales should carry a Taser device.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree


5. All front line police officers in England and Wales should have the option to carry a Taser device.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

6. Police officers in England and Wales should NOT carry Taser devices.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

7. You would be more likely to approach or speak to an officer in possession of a Taser device.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

8. You would be less likely to approach or speak with an officer in possession of a Taser device.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

9. The presence of a Taser device is intimidating.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

10. The presence of Taser is reassuring.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

11. Taser devices should only be used when police officers are threatened with serious violence or weapons
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

12. Taser devices should be used at an officer’s discretion, in any situation they deem its use is necessary.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
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Appendix E
Interview Transcript (Police)
ME - What is the function of a Taser and what does the device aim to do?
Taser trainer – “The function of Taser is to give officers another personal protective option in dealing with persons they perceive are a threat to them so instead of using some of their other PPE, it’s an option that they can use. Tactical option around it is a distance tool it can offer them at least 25 feet away from a person or persons that they do perceive a threat from and can assist them with their personal safety then.”

Question - In what type of situations would an officer use Taser?
Taser trainer – “It depends on the officer’s perception again, if the officer perceives a threat to their safety, the safety of the person they are dealing with or any other members of the public then it would be down to that officer to justify their actions as a result of what they perceived. I can’t actually say when they would use it because it would be down to that officers actual thought process and then being able to justify their action as and when they do use it. If we are talking about what type of incident, it is usually incidents involving weapons or highly aggressive persons.”

Question - How effective are Tasers?
Taser trainer – “If you’re looking at statistics, if somebody was unclothed and the Taser was activated then its 90% accurate. If somebody is Tasered where they have clothes on. It can go down as low as 47% accurate. It all depends on the officer as well, whether they actually, when they discharge whether the Taser hit the subject or not, especially as the subject may be moving, struggling, threatening and so on so forth. So from an answer point a view it can be very accurate for those with no clothes on, but with clothing on it can be accurate but may not cause neuromuscular incapacitation because of the clothing that the person is wearing. So sometimes it depends on what type of clothes they got on would depend on whether the barbs would penetrate that clothing.”

Question - What are the risks of using Taser 
Taser trainer – “There’s risk in relation to missing, so if the officer misses with Taser maybe there is somebody else in the background is it going to hit them. The other risks are to the person depending on where the barbs go. So if the barbs were to go in maybe areas of genitalia. Maybe the head then obviously there is a risk of further injury to that person and maybe hospitalisation for the barbs to be taken out. There’s a small risk to cardiac arrhythmia, which is basically the rhythm going out, sorry the heart rhythm going out of sync. People of small stature, i.e. smaller build people and younger people have more risk to cardiac arrhythmia than anyone else because the chest wall isn’t as formed and the chest wall then is closer to the heart so it can make the heart go out of sync. There is also an issue maybe if somebody’s got a vagus nerve stimulator or a pace maker or an internal defibrillator then that may cause an issue for that person but may not so it could depend on the situation.”

Question - What medical implications can occur as a result of being Tasered?
Taser trainer – “Yeah so medical implications so if somebody is Tasered then they get an intense amount of pain in the muscles that are contract. So all the muscles contract that the barbs hit contract 19 times a second and that can last for 5 seconds. In relation to that, a person can fall to the floor, they could crumple to the floor, the could fall like a tree, which then entails possible secondary injuries maybe from back, neck, head injuries. If they are at height that can also cause a bit more of a problem because a person falling from height is going to fall down to the floor but they may also just Constantiner up, just curl up in a ball. So again as I stated on the last sort of answer really it all depends where you hit them so they could have injuries from areas of the body that’s been hit like I said the head genitals um or they have pre-existing medical condition.”

Question - What should officers consider before using Taser?
Taser trainer – “There use of force options basically so ideally from a an officers training it will be officer presence to start off with, then tactical communications. If those don’t work or they perceive a threat or they have considered other options i.e. could be paver spray could be asp, could be i.e. our best tool which is out communication. All these should be considered, however sometimes they cant be considered and something happens basically straight off and the officer is put at risk straight away or somebody else is put at risk. The officer should ideally go through what we call the national decision making model, however some situations are so spontaneous and so rapid that the officer may not be able to sort of consider any other options and maybe there tactical options and there perception was to go for their Taser first.”

Question - What is the drive stun mode? And when would an officer use this technique?
Taser trainer – “The drive stun mode is use when the device is close to somebody. So for instance if I discharge the one barb, one went in and one didn’t, so I missed with the second barb. If I was to use the drive stun I would basically place the front of the Taser at least 9 inches away from the barb that hit them and what that would do is create a circuit from that one barb down to the Taser, so you could still get the neuromuscular incapacitation. That would hopefully, assist with controlling the subject, the issue you got with it sometimes is that it can leave marks because it can leave a burn mark and go through deep into the actual leg, which can in turn cause scaring. Even through it’s an option it’s one of the last resort options that we look at in training and obviously train the officers in the repercussions and its part of an IOPC enquiry as well so they class it as torture but as long as the officer can justify all their actions and evidence that it should be ok.”

Me - Is that an immediate IOPC referral then?
Taser trainer – “Yes, immediate referral yes.”

Me - Do you believe that all police officers in England and Wales should carry or have the option to carry a Taser device?
Why/why not?
Taser trainer – “ok, so I think that they should all have the option. I think from the statistics the we are getting back at the moment from a South Wales Police point of view. If you do carry a Taser your 20% less likely to be assaulted doing your police role than not carrying a Taser. I think society at the moment is changing and the dynamics of society is changing. It’s getting harder out there, officers are coming across more conflict day in day out. I think that from the feedback we are getting a lot of officers sat that just by carrying a Taser is a deterrent in its self. They turn up to incidents, people are looking and seeing they got Taser and on numerous occasions when we train them I have lots of officers saying to me just because I was carrying that Taser the person basically complied with my requests. So I think not just a use option but maybe just having it on them has helped. Statistically how do we compare that, I don’t know. Would the person of been challenging if the officers wasn’t carrying Taser or not but again from an injury potential as I said 20% less officers. So yeah I think everyone should have the option, I think it should be kept an option. I don’t think it should be part of PPE because obviously there’s quiet a stringent training course regarding it which they have to pass.”
Me – Just to confirm those statistics are from south wales police are they?
Taser trainer – “The 20% is from south wales police yes”

Me - Are there any alternatives to Tasers 
Taser trainer – “Not as a stun gun no, so if you’re looking at a mechanical device that does what Taser does. There isn’t, there is stuff out there but as soon as the stuff comes on the market Taser or axon international basically buy them out. So axon would basically take over that company. There was a company that was doing Fazer F A Z E R and axon bought them out.”
Me – What were they? A similar stun gun company?
Taser trainer – “Yes a similar type of thing and they had a few good ideas but because axon are quite a lucrative multi million pound company then they are able to lied share of the market really.”

Me - What training is required to carry a Taser Device? 
Taser trainer – “Ok, so initial training courses are 3 days. So it 24 hours contact time for that so officers come on quite a stringent training course which is pass or defer. So that means you either pass the course or you deferred to either come back on another course or come back on the set days for people that they may not come up to the standard. If they do pass that then they are fully qualified Taser carriers for the next year and then after that or just prior to their refresher which will be 364 days basically so they have to do a 1 day refresher then to refresh there knowledge and skills on an upskill course.”

Me - That’s great, thank you very much 

















Appendix F
Interview Transcripts (Human Rights Activist)
Question - Do you agree or disagree with the use of Taser by police officers in England and Wales?
Why?
Answer – I agree that they are needed in certain situations such as serious incidents involving weapons or dealing with really dangerous people, but I don’t believe they are needed on the scale that they are being used today. As a human rights activist, I acknowledge that police officers have rights also and that like everyone else they should have the right to be safe. But I don’t agree with the use of the drive stun mode. The aim of Taser is to achieve neuromuscular incapacitation and drive stun mode doesn’t do that. Article 3 of the human rights act is freedom from torture and inhuman or degrading treatment and the drive stun mode is a form of torture as all it does is create a large amount of pain to the recipient.

Question - Do you believe that all front line police officers in England and Wales should carry or have the option to carry a Taser device?
Why/why not?
Answer – Good question. No, I personally don’t think that all officers should routinely carry them, as there is no need. I think that all firearms officers should though, for the obvious reason of being Tasered is better than being shot and the risk of death or serious injury is much lower. As for response officers, I don’t think that every officer should have one nor do I think they should have the option to. I think that supervisors should put officers forward based on their operational experience and level of trust. 

Question - Do you believe Tasers are safe?
Answer – Um, I often look at the statistics and they show that Tasers are relatively safe. When compared to the next use of force option, firearms they are far safer for the recipient and when compared to the baton they are safer for the officer and the recipient. They usually pose a higher risk to people to with pre-existing medical conditions or those under the influence, the influence of alcohol or drugs. I know a lot of people sustain injuries after the Taser hits them. They hit the ground, when they fall the hit the ground hard and um obviously the type of ground makes a difference so does the way you fall. I have seen images too, where the barb goes in an eye or tactical and they can be nasty injuries.

Question - Would you be more or less likely to approach an officer carrying a Taser device?
Answer – I myself do not routinely come into contact with the police outside of work and don’t necessarily see police officers regularly in my local area. I’m also not the type to just approach a police officer for a chat unless I know them and would only realistically approach one if I needed help, so I wouldn’t be concerned if they had a Taser or not. With that said, I speak with various people within the community about police use of force and stop search and I know a number of people who won’t approach an officer with a Taser or a gun.

Question - Do you believe that controversial Taser incidents that are covered by the media effect public perception? For example the death of ex Aston villa football player Dalian Atkinson?
Answer - Yes of course, I believe that the public lack knowledge and understanding on Tasers. When the media cover big stories like death of Dalian Atkinson, the public tend to take an interest and begin to acknowledge that there are in fact risks associated with Taser. Of course, the officer in question was found guilty of manslaughter after they discovered that he used the Taser for, um I think it was five or six times the recommended limit. For me Dalian’s death highlights how dangerous Tasers can be especially if used incorrectly or abused by the officer using it. The risk is often in the hands of the officer using it and this is why I don’t believe that all officers should carry them. I think it should only be a select few who are trusted and chosen. 

Question - What is your perception of Taser?
Answer – Um, I agree that officers also need protecting and that they need something to help them protect themselves, which a Taser clearly does. I know that the spray and batten they carry sometimes just isn’t enough especially if they are working alone. I also realise that no weapon is going to be risk free for the officer or the recipient and that a balance needs to be established. Um, I wouldn’t, I wouldn’t say that I dislike Tasers, they’ve saved many more lives than they have ever taken. 

Question - What do you think the public’s perception of Taser is?
Answer – I often go out into the community and speak with people about use of force, stop search and policing in general. Tasers are often a topic spoken about, as people don’t know what they are or what they do, especially those who don’t come into contact with police regular. I think, um there is a lack of knowledge on Tasers in general. People are unaware of the risks that are associated with Tasers and although the majority of the people I speak with are for police using Tasers, they often don’t know the risks. I think that information should be readily available on both the benefits, risks and circumstances of use. But I think the general perception is positive and that police should have them. I have found that in lower income areas there are far more people against police using them but they don’t tend to like the police either so.
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