Analysis of results

Introduction 
The previous chapter detailed what method of research would be conducted in order to gather data in order to draw light on the current level of understanding that serving police officers have on the topic surrounding ACEs. Therefore, the objective of this chapter is to provide a data analysis from the information that has been collected. LeCompte (2022) describes that data analysis is the process used by research for reducing data to a story and interpreting it to drive meaning. Whereas, Kelley (Kelley, 2023) describes this as the cleaning and processing raw data and extracting the relevant information. 

The data has been captured using an online questionnaire, where 76 serving police officers from across the whole of South Wales Police force responded to the invite to participated. The questionnaire seen a diverse representation of participants in relation to rank, age, gender, and service length. The questionnaire consisted of 12 questions in total, those who took part were asked questions regarding their opinions and understandings on the topic of ACEs and the relevance it has to being a police officer. The online questionnaire was published on the homepage of the internal computer system that only South Wales police officers have access to. The advantage of doing this is it specifically targets the audience that the study is aimed at, and the South Wales internal homepage is a platform that has significant exposure allowing for the best chances of participation. 

Participant for the questionnaire  

Age of those who took part. 
The survey saw 76 police officers from South Wales Police take part. 40.8% of those were between the ages of 25 -34 years old - 28.9% were over the age of 45 years old - 23.7% were between the 35 - 44 years old - and 6.6% were between 18 -24 years old. This illustrates that there was a good range of ages that participated in the survey - as a result, will provide a more reflective and balanced opinion that will more accurately represent the police officers of South Wales Police. 
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Fig 1: Age of those who participated. 
· 18 – 24 
· 25 – 34
· 35 – 44 
· 45+

Gender of those who took part. 

The survey saw 60.5% males participate, which translates to 46 males Whereby, 38.2% females took part which then translates to 29 females.  Although there was 22.2% more males that took part in this survey, there is still sizeable participation of females which will draw a good representation of views from both genders from South Wales Police. It should be noted that one individual opted to “Prefer not to say”. 
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Fig 2: Gender of this who participated. 

· Male
· Female
· Prefer not to say
· Other 


Rank of those who took part.  
This survey saw most of the participants being in the role of a Police Constable – however, there is participation from more senior ranks such as - Sergeant, Inspector and above. However, with the rank of Police Constable being at 72.4%, the survey results will be heavily influenced be individuals from this rank. 
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Fig 3: Rank of those who participated.

· Police Constable 
· Sergeant 
· Inspector 
· Other 



Questionnaire Findings 

Q. What is your level of understanding on the topic of Adverse Childhood Experiences?

When participants were asked “What is your level of understanding on the topic of Adverse Childhood Experiences” the results showed that 97.4% of the participants had a level of understanding which ranged from a “little understanding” to a “very good understanding”; whereby 2.6% of participant stated - “no understanding”.  
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Fig 4: Participants were asked for their level of understanding of ACEs

· Police Constable 
· Sergeant 
· Inspector 
· Other 


Q. Do you think it is beneficial for police officers to have an understanding of what Adverse Childhood Experiences is and the possible effects it has on the individual? 

This question saw 69 police officers state yes. Participants were also asked why they think it is important. This drew answers that ultimately specified that it allows for police officer to be able to recognise these symptoms and signs so that help can be generated as soon as possible, and by doing this can negate the impact of their situation which can negate the negative effects. It was also stated by participants that by having a clear understanding on the topic will allow police officers better identify vulnerable children who can often be at risk of being targeted to County Lines or Child Sexual Exploitation. Participants also stated that as police officer often come into contact with persons who are either a victim or suspects who have been exposed to ACEs, having more in-depth knowledge on the matter allows officers to provide a higher level of service to them by removing the unconscious bias they may have and apply more empathy -  this in turn can provide the best possible result for the investigation 


Q. Do you think those individuals who have had Adverse Childhood Experiences are more likely to be led to committing crime as a result? 

This saw 71% of police officer say yes. This is supported by what has been said by McAra & McVie (2010) who have stated that those who have experienced ACEs are widely associated with committing crime. 
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Fig 5: participants were asked if individuals are more likely to commit crime if as result of ACEs
· Yes
· No
· I don’t know



Q. If “Yes” to the previous question – do you think individuals who have had Adverse Childhood Experiences can be rehabilitated to prevent or deter them from committing crime?

This question resulted in 67% of police officers saying that individuals who have experienced ACEs and have gone on to commit crime can be rehabilitated. 
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Fig 6: participants were asked if individuals who have ACEs can be rehabilitated to prevent crime.



Q. Do you think there is a link between poor physical and/or mental health of those individuals who have had Adverse Childhood Experiences. 

This saw 64 police officers answer “Yes”. This meant the majority believed there is a link between poor physical and/or mental health with those with ACEs. This belief is supported by what Bellis et al. (2016) and Felitty et al. (1998) stated in the literature review whereby they outlined that ACEs were shown to negatively effect a persons mental and physical health later in life.
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Fig 7: participants were asked if they believed there was a link between poor physical and/or mental health and ACEs
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