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Introduction
The overall statement suggests that the civil legal aid of a nation has deteriorated within a particular point in which lack of access to justice due to the fundamental purpose can be outlined. These declinations would highly ensure the failure of individuals mostly with limited resources to navigate the legal system to protect their rights. This essay will be constructed to illustrate the various aspects of legal processes mostly within the United Kingdom with a clear discussion on the Sentence and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 and civil legal aids. This act mainly denotes the legal aids that are highly useful for judiciaries in the criminal justice system. While some changes have been made within these legal aids, those will be demonstrated in this essay. Positives along with the negative influence of LASPO will be devised in this essay regarding the expenditure of eligibility, increasing funds and many more. 

Discussion
Civil legal aid has faced a major challenge by the significant decline in the UK. For instance, funding cuts have been reformed over the years in the UK by restricting the criteria for becoming eligible and reducing the overall number of judicial cases. According to the governmental report, moreover, a 46% reduction in legal aid expenditure has been enlisted between 2010 to 2018 (GOV.UK, 2023). These cults could have a great impact on access to a legal presentation by people among diverse vulnerable groups such as marginalised communities and low-income groups. Thus, it can be stated that for undermining the primary objectives of this civil legal aid in the UK these cuts were highly responsible while ensuring equitable justice open for all. However, it can be easily argued that for streamlining the legal aid cases or the whole system, the enhancement of efficiency, target resources and prioritisation is highly needed. Major initiatives of the legal aid agency's means of daily activities to test with a clear aim for allocating resources that are highly needed would be the major evidence of this streamlined process of the legal aid system (Cunningham-Hill and Elder, 2019). Along with the efficiency gained, the overall decline process in accessibility highly suggests that ongoing applications for civil legal aid in the UK would fall short of meeting the primary objective of the cases. These objectives might hamper the delivery of access to justice for every individual in the nation. 
Civil legal aid in the UK offers funds to individuals who can not afford legal representation for fighting against civil cases. Immigration issues, daily matters, housing disputes and others are the common cases that are faced by individuals and make them seek legal aid from the government to get justice from the court. The main aim behind this is to ensure justice for everyone in the society beyond race, age, religion, caste and so on. Particularly for vulnerable populations, these civil legal aids have performed a great role for every individual to get justice on time in the UK (Blakey, 2023). Besides that, eligibility for this civil legal aid is mainly based on the merits of the legal case and financial means. These cover legal advice, assistance, representation and others along with the court costs to the individuals with effective guidance to get justice from courts. Civil legal aid becomes available for individuals in the UK only when they meet these specific eligibility criteria based on the financial means and merits of the case. For instance, someone who is having trouble or eviction due to disputes with landlords might qualify for civil legal aid and get support from the government of legal justice mostly from the housing court (Legislation, 2024). Most civil legal aid provides solutions by providing fees to the court, legal advice, paperwork support, legal assistance and others till getting effective justice from the court. It ensures equality in accessing justice regardless of financial means. Mostly financial mead and the merits of the case are the main criteria to become eligible for civil legal aid in the UK. Meanwhile, residential means and types of legal issues highly regulate the eligibility of getting assistance by civil legal aid. It states that applicants must be residents of the UK and should have a legal connection with the jurisdiction. Legal aid is mainly available for certain types of legal cases such as family disputes, civil cases and other housing matters. Thus, individuals with these types of cases might seek legal support from the civil legal aid of the nation. 
The Legal Aid Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 has significantly narrowed the overall scope of civil legal aid. It has removed the funding for various categories such as housing, family law, welfare benefits and so on (Parliament.uk, 2024). Thus, scope reduction has been enlisted as the major change made by the LASPO Act on civil legal aid. Besides that, it has introduced the mean testing criteria and limited the eligibility criteria for getting legal support through civil legal aid. Mostly the act limited the eligibility criteria through assets and income level of individuals that seek for the support by civil legal aid. Along with this, the modern changes in civil legal aid through the LASPO act intrigued the provisions of exceptional funding resources in legal cases where justice might violate the overall human rights or EU law due to these claims. It has encouraged the use of mediation by altering litigation in family law disputes by making legal aid available for various mediation services in the UK (Hitchings et al., 2023). The changes in civil legal aid through the Legal Aid Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 aimed for the reduction of financial burden on the government mostly by cutting the funds or expenditure available for legal aid. The changes have fostered the way of ensuring the target of resources on legal cases through the greatest needs for individuals by strict means of testing and scope reduction. The act is highly focused on encouraging mediation over litigation within family disputes through civil legal aid to resolve future conflicts cost-effectively and amicably. The modern changes in legal aid through the LASPO Act have shown the shifting trends of governmental policies by prioritising expenditure in other areas to maintain clear access to justice for the most needful individuals (Writtenevidence, 2024). 
Most individuals especially those from moderate income levels have lost the chance of getting legal aid support from the government. It has limited the overall access to justice from their perspective. Thus, the reduction of access to the citizens of the UK has a great impact on the individual mindset of the nation. The citizens of Wales and England have been impacted by these changes made by the act on civil legal aid most before the era of Brexit (Rains et al., 2019). Potential difficulties have been increased for individuals as without legal aid people are forced to represent themselves to the courts while navigating and seeking justice in the British legal system. The changes have widened the gap between disproportion and legal representation to affect vulnerable populations along with marginalisation. Self-representation has been increased by a large number with complex case rates in the courts that contribute to delays and backlogs in justice for all of the parties involved in the legal case. 
From a governmental perspective, it can be suggested that individuals seek pro bono assistance and additional pro bono legal services offered by law firms and other non-profit organisations for legal aid support. Those who can not afford such expenditure should go for this pro bono assistance as various non-profit organisations and private firms such as charities support individuals on their legal aid by providing funds and other legal support. Besides that, by accessing legal aid clinics with free and low-cost legal advice an individual could easily navigate civil legal issues resolved within a certain time limit (Johnson, 2020). However, the UK government is highly suggested to expand the eligibility criteria for individuals with reviews on mean testing thresholds. It would ensure the clear access of individuals to the civil legal aid of those from moderate-income levels and suffering from a particular legal issue in society. Investment in mediation would be another best solution for the UK government to increase funds for mediation services. It would offer promotion to alternative dispute resolution methods by alleviating pressure on the court system to provide justice to an individual effectively (BBC, 2019). 



Conclusion
The Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 has brought significant changes within civil legal aid in the UK. All of these changes have been carefully introduced in this essay. Starting from narrowing eligibility and reducing access have been highlighted as the major changes of the LASPO Act of the UK on civil legal aid. These changes have led to legal inequality, court backlogs, self-representations and so on in this essay. A brief overview of civil legal aid and its importance for individual citizens of the UK have been highlighted in this essay. Based on the whole analysis of the question and statement of civil legal aid, the UK government has been suggested to expand eligibility criteria for offering wide support to individuals in getting legal assistance. While individuals have been suggested in this essay to seek help from various non-profit organisations and firms for legal support by avoiding civil legal aid and the LASPO act of 2012 has narrowed the overall eligibility criteria for all. 
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