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Aim of this briefing paper: 
This briefing paper is aimed at early years practitioners in order to outline the importance of effective observation and planning which will help with the progression of children’s development within Early Years settings whilst ensuring the child’s voice is respected and heard with active participation.ARTICLE 6- life, survival and development. 
Unicef, (2016) state that every child has the right to life and that governments should provide every opportunity for children to develop to their full potential. 
Flying Start: a programme for children under the age of 4 which provides help for children living in under privileged areas to reach their full developmental potential by providing free childcare, extensive Health Visitor support, parental support and speech and language development support. 
Foundation Phase Framework, (2015): aids children aged 3-7 to learn through a play based curriculum and helps children develop at their own pace with a focus on holistic development and supporting each child uniquely. 
This article promotes Maslow’s hierarchy of needs theory which includes the need for physiological (food and clothing), safety, love and belonging, self- esteem, and self-actualization. 

WELSH GOVERNMENT, (2019). Follow the UNCRC’s commitment in representing the voice of the child and promoting children’s rights.  Below are some of the Articles which relate to helping promote children’s rights working in an early-years setting.Article 16- children have the right to privacy. 
Unicef, (2016). State that every child Every child has the right to privacy. The law should protect the child’s private, family and home life.
Practitioners can ensure a child’s privacy is being respected by following the settings policies regarding information sharing such as, the data protection act (2018) and Wales Accord of the Sharing of Personal Information (WASPI).  
Practitioners should be working in partnership with parents/ carers to build trust, security and privacy between the child’s setting and home. Sharing information with parents/ care
This also links to safeguarding LSCP, (2019) state that sharing information between practice, professionals and agencies is essential to keep children safe if needed. 

Article 29: goals of education. 
Unicef, (n.d). state that children are entitled to an education where they learn about their personal talents and personalities whilst learning to respect their environment including peoples cultures and religions and human rights. 
The foundation phase framework : is aimed to make learning more effective by creating an enjoyable, creative and imaginative environment within the new curriculum. This framework aims to give children a supportive environment where children are listened to, respected and given opportunities to learn through play. 
7 areas of learning: flicklearning, (2016). State that children can learn and develop in an enabling environment with plenty of opportunities to learn in different ways. Following the 7 areas of learning will encourage children to problem solve and build resilience and preference through experiences.  

ARTICLE 12- right to be heard. 
This article allows children to have opinions and for those opinions to be heard and taken as seriously as the opinions of an adult (children’s commissioner for Wales, 2021). Lewis, A et al. (2012). State that a large amount of children are unaware of UNCRC children’s right creating inconsistencies surrounding the right to be heard. 
Convention on the right of the child: children should be given the right to be heard and also given the opportunity to freely voice their opinions. Their opinions should be considered with their age and maturity. 
Montessori: Montessori, (2020). State the importance if listening to a child to make them feel included valued and respected. Listening to a child will provide the best learning opportunities for the child uniquely. 
This article links to Bronfenbrenner’s ecological system’s theory. Oswalt, (2021) suggests that influences from the child’s microsystem can influence the child’s development. Having a supportive environment where the child is resected and listened to can create a positive influence on the child’s development. 
























