Prepare a 1000-word textual analysis of the baptism and testing of Jesus; his announcement of the kingdom (Mark 1:9-15)
We read in the book of Mark the account of Jesus being baptised by John and then soon after being sent out into the wilderness to be tempted and/or tested. Once Jesus has completed this, he goes into Galilee and proceeds to proclaim that the kingdom of God is near, and for people to repent and believe the good news.
When first read, it can seem that we come across a scene that is counter intuitive. Jesus being baptised. Why would Jesus, whom Christians believe is the son of God, need to be baptised by a mere man, John? A man who professed prior that he was unworthy of untying Jesus’ sandals (Mark 1:7) 
Could the baptism of Jesus be to show what was needed to be done for one to be initiated into and take part in the divine nature and relationship with God?[footnoteRef:1] Evidence which could support this view can be found In the Oxford handbook of Christology. In it, Joseph Wawrykow, in the chapter entitled ‘The Christology of Thomas Aquinas in its scholastic context, writes that Aquinas believed that Christ; unlike us who’s journey through life is filled with hope of an afterlife, plagued with fear of not knowing what will and will not happen, and culminates in death; already knew what was awaiting us at the end as he had beatific vision, and knew what needed to be done in order to ensure salvation.[footnoteRef:2] Having said this, Looking at the previous verses, people in the Judean countryside were already coming out, confessing their sins and were being baptised by John (Mark 1:4-5). So, the question exists, why Jesus, having no consciousness of sin[footnoteRef:3] would need to go through the baptism by John that others were undertaking because of their self-aware sinful states. [1:  The Oxford Handbook of Christology; Francesca Aran Murphy, Troy A. Stephano; (Oxford University Press, 2018) p.162]  [2:  Murphy, Stephano; p.242]  [3:  Tyndale New Testament Commentaries: Mark; R. Alan Cole; IVP Academic; (Intervarsity Press, p.107)] 

John, who by his lifestyle and teachings of baptism,[footnoteRef:4] may have been an Essene. The baptism that he practised may have been a consecration rite.[footnoteRef:5] By consecrating themselves to God through baptism, the people in Judea were making themselves pure before God. As already mentioned, Jesus did not need this as he had no consciousness of sin, however, when he was baptised, something happened to him that did not happen to others who were baptised by John. It is recorded in Mark that ‘when he arose from the water, he saw Heaven being torn open…’ (Mark 1:10-11). This symbolism can be seen as important as throughout the Bible, when things are spoken of as being ‘torn’, it can mean that God is about to set something in motion.[footnoteRef:6] Another memorable time when something was torn after an event was the curtain in the temple after Jesus was crucified (Matthew 27.51) [4:  https://www.britannica.com;St. John the Baptist - Essene, Prophet, Preacher | Britannica  22/06/2024 [accessed 21/07/2024]]  [5:  www.britannica.com;www.britannica.com/topic/baptism 04/07/2024 [Accessed 21/07/2024]]  [6:  Zondervan Illustrated Bible background commentary; Mark; David E. Garland, Clinton E. Arnold; p.8] 

Another illustrator which is used in this scene is the Spirit of God descending like a dove (Mark 1:10) In Genesis 1, prior to commanding anything to be done or seeing any of the creation taking place, we read of God’s spirit hovering above the waters (Genesis 1:2). When we read of God’s spirit descending on Jesus when he ascends out of the water, it is possible that the author is utilising this symbolism as the start of something new.[footnoteRef:7] Norman Russell, writing in the Oxford handbook of Christology, writes that ‘we partake in the ‘something new’ which is initiated through baptism…’ [footnoteRef:8]. Even though baptisms were being conducted prior to the arrival of Jesus, Jesus’ partaking in that ceremony, being the Son of God, shows it has importance and meaning. [7:  David E. Garland, Clinton E. Arnold; p.9]  [8:   The Oxford Handbook of Christology; Francesca Aran Murphy, Troy A. Stephano; (Oxford University Press, 2018)] 

After the Baptism, Jesus is led into the desert to be tested. (Mark 1:12).  Mark, out of the four Gospels, goes into the least depth about the testing of Jesus. The desert that is being described could be a physical location; or could be relating to a spiritual drought where Jesus is temporarily moved further away from his father, thus leaving him more open to temptation to fill the void and temporarily find relief in this world.
In either case, Jesus being led into the wilderness to be tempted shows his commitment to share in the authentic human experience. Here, he shows his difference to the Pharisees who he called out as being more than willing to laden people with ritualistic weight but not lifting a finger to help those burdened to carry it. (Matthew 23.4) Furthermore, being tempted after being baptised could also be indicative of something else. After the rite of Baptism, a person is said to be ‘born again’.[footnoteRef:9] The Holy Spirit did not descend on Jesus until after he was baptised (Mark 1:10), suggesting that only after this rite had been completed does Satan begin to try and distract people as they, after baptism, begin living the ‘something new’,  the life that God has intended for them. [9:  In John 3 Jesus teaches Nicodemus about being born again. Nicodemus had previously enquired how a grown man could go back into their mother’s womb. Jesus taught him that he was not talking about physical rebirth but a spiritual rebirth.] 

In conclusion, Baptism is an important part in the story of Jesus as it is the catalyst for the progression of his spiritual life and ultimately its meaning opened the door for him to carry out the will of his father. The temptation of Jesus clearly shows that Jesus was content on a ‘me and them’ relationship, nor did he circumnavigate the ugly side of human life and nature. By carrying out will of God, he sets an example for us all to follow and shoes of what can become of someone who submits themselves to a life that God intends. 
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