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[bookmark: _Toc128612289]Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk128610153]English legal system has a prominent importance on the decision of judges in the higher court. A country can have civil or common law system legal jurisdictions. English legal system maintains its flexibility by practicing common law principles. English legal system maintains its flexibility and continuity with a strong foundation of common law principles. The essay will provide the reason for the foundation of common law principles in the English legal system. It will also describe the common and civil law, make the difference between the civil law system and the common law system, the history of common law, and some practical common law examples.
















[bookmark: _Toc128612290]The English legal system and common law
Common law is a judge-made law. This law is not written and follows the rules of statutes. Law is the legal rules of a country which is made for the general people. The law protects basic human rights. Everyone is considered to be the same under legal rules. They deserve equal legal rights and advantages. Breaking any law is a punishable offense which is also similar for all people. Punishment varies from incident to incident based on its severity. The main source of any legal system is the statutes and legislation. These need to pass in parliament for being a legal rule. Besides statutes and legislation, the English legal system has a source in the common law (Baker and J.H., 2019). Common law is also called case law because these laws come from a variety of legal cases. A new type of case appears in court regularly. The decision-making of the cases depends on existing laws. But, the decision of some exceptional cases is impossible to determine by existing legislation. In such cases, judges have to decide beyond existing legal rules. The most senior court takes a decision on such cases which is binding to the other courts. Decisions come from the judgment and ethics of the judges which are accepted by others. Any new case decision-making creates a new common law (Partington and M., 2021). If any similar case arises in court later, the decision-making process follows the decision of a previous similar case. The decision of the previous case becomes the legal rules of post-cases under common law. The law is common for all similar cases and the name of common law has come for the reason.
Civil law is mainly a personal right-concerned legal system. Many cases are out of the serious criminal offense. But these involve disputes among people. Every people are not concerned about the right of other people. Many of them have the intention to harm other people for personal interest. Some powerful people apply their power over the people with less power. For the protection of such cases, civil law is essential thing. People who break civil law generally don't subject to imprisonment like criminal law. If their act does any harm to other people, the court generally imposed damage on them. Damages depend on the nature of the cases (Abduh et al., 2020). Monetary compensation is enough for civil law-breaking. The court makes a hearing from both parties of a civil law case and takes the decision which is the best in such situations. Many family-related disputes deal with civil law. Divorce, children custody, and care, etc are subjected to this law. No criminal offense is occurred by the divorce of any spouse. But monetary compensation may be appropriate for such cases. Employment law is also subject to civil law. Because there is a contractual relationship between the employer and employees. Employers are the more powerful class than employees. There may occur any discrimination under the employment issue. Discharge, layoff, employee turnover, etc are very common issues that arise in employment. These may create many difficult situations without the protection of proper law. Damages are very desirable for any law breach of employment law. 
The common law system and civil law system are two different legal systems that apply in different countries. Many countries are under the common law system where the judge-made law is more important for a legal decision. As separate cases are introduced in court, the common law system deals with these separately (Edlin and D.E., 2020). Many new laws are making day by day in this way. All of these have equal importance in the legal system of the country. The civil law system is different from the common law system from the point of view. The civil law system is mainly dependent on statutory legal rules. The statutory rules are coded in the legislation. Judges follow these guidelines for making any legal decision. For civil law cases, judges mainly work as investigators (Baker and J.H., 2020). They observe the case very deeply and collect all necessary witnesses and proofs. They make a hearing for being clear about everything. After that, they provide a final decision based on the statutory legal codes. The judges find every explanation from the civil code and try to relate cases with codes. Judges have a prominent role in the common legal system. Judges have the power of influencing the final decision-making under the legal system. On the contrary, civil law jurisdiction doesn't provide judges the power to influence in final decision-making of a case. Based on such criteria, the common law system is considered to be more flexible than the civil law system (Steffany and S., 2022). Judges can adjust their decision with a variety of cases. The practice of the legal system is depended on the decision of the country. The UK legislation has the practice of a common law system. There is the flexibility of judges in the final decision-making of a case. Courts follow this system in the absence of similarity between statutory law and existing cases. 
Common law has its origin in the UK. It originated in the court of the British king in the medieval period. In the early period, judges provide their legal decision based on customs and local rules. But this situation has changed over time. After the Norman Conquest of 1066, common law practice in England increased. It became popular day by day because of its flexibility. Anglo-Saxons have also played an important role in spreading common law practice (Stenton and D., 2019). Common laws have been codified in later periods by the legal rule maker of the country. The government of the country has taken important steps to make common law and codify each legal decision. At present, the common law practice has the most important role in the English legal system. Government has positive support to practice common law in legal contexts.
R v R (1991) is a case for sexual crime. The case makes awareness of sexual crimes like rape. Rape is a well-known crime that is committed against females. There is a strong relationship between marriage and rape. Marriage can't be an excuse for getting rid of crime. Before the case, there was a thinking that females provide their sexual consent with their marriage to their husbands. But this is not the true situation. Females have a say after their marriage in sexual relationships. #MeToo is a familiar concept today which is the result of the case law practice. Females are more aware today of their rights. they don't want to be dominated by males (Wevill and J., 2019). They have learned to protest for personal rights and sexual harassment. So, by marriage, no harassment can be imposed on a female. Another example of common law practice is Gillick V West Norfolk which take place in 1986. In this case, there is a guide to the knowledge of a child. Medical law has rules for the treatment decision of patients. But it arises complexities when it comes to the treatment of children. Generally, they are considered to be minor and medical law don't allow a minor to take his personal treatment decision. But sometimes, children can deal with their treatment and in such cases, it is allowed to decide on children. Their intelligence and age matter in this situation. English legal system has a practice of these common laws at present.



[bookmark: _Toc128612291]Conclusion
The common law system consists of judge-made decisions where legislation is silent about the legal decision. Legislation is consisting of legal rules which are made by the rule maker of a country. This is a rigid system to change. But the common law system removes this limitation. The flexibility of judges of the two laws is also different.  The UK has a rich history of common law. It is the foundation country and the practice has started many years ago from the royal court. 
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