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Introduction

In this report I will be looking at what the meaning of blended learning is and how it affects students that are completing a higher education subject. I will be comparing the pros and cons that students find whilst studying in this blended way of learning.
I will also be looking at the traditional way of learning via classroom and again comparing the pros and cons of this style of learning and then will be comparing the two styles of learning and will be making a recommendation on what I believe to be the best style of learning for higher education students. 

















Blended learning

What is blended learning
Blended learning is a style of learning that is delivered through a mix of online studies and traditional classroom learning. 
During the last two years whilst the nation were in lock down due to covid 19 pandemic educational institutes were advised to teach their students through E-learning but now as the lock down has eased universities have opened their doors again and welcomed students back on a gradual phase back into the more traditional way of learning through the classroom setting this is called blended learning also known as “hybrid learning” this style of learning has become more accustomed to universities and has been said that this style of learning is now here to stay. 

Advantages of blended learning
· Flexibility:- students are able to be flexible with their learning and learn at their own pace and they are able to access learning materials anytime of the day and still have the face to face reassurance from the lecturer if any problems arise.
· Engagement:- students seem to be more engaged with this style of learning as they have the classroom setting to learn from their tutor and then can go home and recap through online services 
· Personalisation:- with classroom sizes being quite big some students may have found that they were unable to ask for advice in the classroom if they were stuck with anything so with blended learning it gives the student the opportunity to ask get in touch with their lecturer in private and get the right support they need
· Effectiveness;- with many younger students that are more computer literate it is easier to retain the information online whilst more mature students that are not used to E-learning the classroom setting is more adept to their needs therefore educational institutes are able to offer mixed age classes making it more variable and non-discriminative

· Cost effective:- students are able to access their course material online rather than buying books also travel to and from university is minimised too as half the lessons are online which then saves money in the long run. 

· Time effective:-  students are forced to work independently and research the information online themselves leaving the lecturer to have more time whilst not in the classroom settings which then opens classroom time to focus more on activities and making it more effective.


Disadvantages of blended learning
· Technology:- technical issues such as internet connection or computer illiterate students can be a major issue. So for the online side of blended learning to work the online aspect needs to be reliable.
· Plagiarism:-students are more susceptible to copy work from online and use it as their own work therefore its harder for lecturers to determine what is copied and what is not.
· Cognitive overload:- students may get overloaded with information from lecturers therefore may be detrimental to their learning as they may not be able to process most of the information that they have been given.
· Feedback:-  when working online students are not able to receive the correct feedback straight away from their tutors so there is a delay in being able to get the advice they need in order to rectify their mistakes or there is a delay online as other students are also asking for advice so the student may not be heard so therefore they have to wait till the classroom to be able to get their queries answered.
· Willingness to learn:- students might become lazy due to the fact that they are not always in the classroom so therefore they may just log in to the lesson but not be engaged so they then fall behind with the information given to them. 



Traditional classroom learning

What is traditional classroom learning
Traditional learning is where students attend the educational institute and interact with their peers and their lectures face to face without a third party medium such as the internet. 
This style of learning has been around and been used for years by students and lectures all around the world.  A lot of mature students prefer this style of learning as this is how they were taught to learn whilst in primary education, as technology has evolved in recent years students are now expected to be up to date with the evolving world.
The traditional way of learning in the classroom comes from face to face where the information comes direct from the teacher to the student and they do not need to access the lesson content online therefore any information given they must retain from the lesson. 

Advantages of traditional classroom learning    
· Interaction:- working in a classroom environment promotes students to interact more with their peers and lecturers as it gives them a more personal opportunity to address any problem that arise.
· Structure:- many students only know the traditional style of learning so there fore are more comfortable by it as it is more structured. This then benefits them in the long run and they are able to get more out of lessons as they are able to retain more information.
· Builds basic skill:- students that go into the classroom setting learn to build relationships and confidence. Students are also made to become organized due to in class routine and time tables that students must adhere to  as they will miss important information if they are late.
·  Stimulation:- when in the classroom students are more stimulated due to the physical appearance of he teacher and their peers to keep them stimulated by class discussions and debates. Whilst online students are able to get distracted as there is no body to over see what they are doing so therefore keep them focused.
· Responsibility:- by having to attend classes students have to be prepared and make sure they have all the correct equipment for their lesson they have to arrive on time. Students gain the skills of responsibility whilst they attend classroom settings.
· Lecturer control:-  whilst online the lecturer has no control over the interaction given by the students. The lesson can then become boring and left to just the lecturer to talk, whilst in the classroom the lecturer has more control over the lesson and the level of interaction by the students, if they feel that the students are starting to lose interest they can then change the style of teaching or incorporate tasks for the students to become engaged again by getting the students involved  therefore  making the lesson more interesting and then they are able to retain the information given

Disadvantages of traditional classroom learning
· Cost:- students my incur travel costs when learning in the classroom setting this may become an issue if they do not qualify for the help provided by the institutes, this might put many students off the idea of going into campus.
· Time :- the time it takes to get to campus could become a problem, a long commute to campus could potentially make the student not want to attend therefore losing important information that could be detrimental. This may also affect students that have families that have to find childcare or try to work around their children’s schedules.
· Flexibility:- students that attend classroom lessons are restricted to the times set by the institutes they are not able to be flexible within the learning regime and may fall behind due to this. Students with families may suit online learning better as they are able to choose when and where they can learn and set their own pace whilst doing so.
· Different learning styles:- some students are more adaptable than others, whilst the younger students will be more adept to online learning they might find this style of classroom learning more daunting yet the more mature student may find it easier, also whilst online it is easier to get information and submit work online.
· No access to lesson material:- as the classroom is a live lesson many classes will not be recorded so there fore the students will then have to remember what they have been taught.


Evaluation
Blended learning has grown rapidly over the last few years with many institutes offering this style of learning to students, it seems that this style of learning is here to stay as it has been seen to be a more effective way of learning as students can focus more on the content of the lesson whilst being fast paced as the content is still there for the students to refer back to online at their own convenience, yet still have the in classroom benefits of face to face meetings reviews with their lecturers. Class time is not wasted on learning new content and can be used for more important things instead like the tutors supporting the students with different needs. 
Classroom learning is the traditional way of learning but has many impacts that make a student not engage due to travel expenses and time, although this style is favoured more with mature students due to this being the only way of learning they knew whilst they were in primary education, older students find the classroom setting much more comfortable as they have been accustomed to this with many not being very computer literate so learning with the face to face setting is an easier style as they get more out of it and can have the support of the tutor as and when needed, Also being in the classroom setting there are no distractions which enables the student to focus more on the lesson than things that are going on around them at home.











Conclusion

In my experience of doing a higher education course I have found that blended learning is the best style of learning, as when I am in class I find that I am able to engage more as I am less distracted than I am when I have to attend classes online. I also find that its easier to engage and retain information with the added help of being able to recap the lesson and go over anything missed whilst finding information and resources online, 
With the world evolving working online and attending classroom settings is a good balance for the more mature students as it begins to make help them be more equipped to the working world of today as technology has taken over and being computer literate is a must with everything in life as it is now. 
Working just online can be a problem as many students like myself may not be able to get the hang of how some programs work, with the added classroom setting students are then able to ask for help and have demonstrations to make it easier to understand how to present the work and also submit their work online. In my opinion and experience blended learning is the best way forward and lecturers should continue this to cater to every student’s needs.
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