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The aim of the following essay is to provide an evaluation of the success and limitations of the Police and criminal evidence act 1984 or PACE. This evaluation will be focused on preventing miscarriages of justice and aims to provide evidence on how policing powers impact cases and miscarriages of justice.

The Police and Criminal evidence act were created to govern and adapt the policing culture and provide a framework for the application of police powers and other key areas of policing. The act was also created to prevent miscarriages of justice for the public. 
The PACE act contains essential powers used by the police to deliver justice to the best of their ability and to assist the police with law enforcement. The powers contained within the act are 
· Stop and search power  
· Entry, search, and seizure
· Arrest
· Detention 
· Questioning and treatment 
· Documentary evidence in criminal proceedings
(Rowe. M, 2014)
The powers listed provide an example of some key components used within the PACE act that have different roles in law enforcement. Used appropriately justice can be delivered that is considered law-abiding however some occasions differ where miscarriages of justice occurs.
The stop and search powers is a component of the police framework PACE which is the Police and criminal evidence act 1984. The power essentially permits a police constable to stop and search a person or vehicle if they believe there is the reason for suspicion. With the assistance of this power police constables can confirm or act on their suspicions on individuals who may have committed a crime or are likely to offend. This power is extremely important and can lead to detention and arrests of crime but also the prevention of crime. (Rowe. M, 2014) 

The stop and search power is a power used that can on occasion be understood as a miscarriage of justice from historical failings surrounding it. On evaluation, the power itself authorizes a police constable to stop and search a person on the grounds of suspicion. This is referred to as ‘reasonable grounds’ and can be due to suspicion the person is carrying illegal drugs or weapons and even items used to commit crime. (App, cop, 2022)
Additionally, the police constable initiating the power to stop and search must declare the reasons before commencing with the search. The police constable must state who they are and what station they are deployed from in addition to this an explanation must be provided to explain why the citizen has been stopped and why the police constable can legally search them. ( Gov.uk, 2022) 

Another, key point to reasonable grounds is the individual at the moment leading to the search. Officers can suspect a person on reasonable grounds of suspicion based on the persons behaviour and location they are in. On the other hand, this can lead to issues with generalizing the public. This is where police judgement comes into play as a person on their phone looking suspicious in a previously understood drug dealing area at night could warrant a search but if someone was wearing similar clothing in the same location at the day might not be assumed to be drug dealing could cause issues. 
Additionally, the police use procedures to guide through the use of police powers to ensure their own actions are justified and law abiding. For example, police constables may use the acronym ‘GO WISELEY’ which stands for
· G – Grounds of suspicion for the search
· O – Object or purpose of the search
· W – Warrant card (if the officer is in plain clothes or if requested by the person)
· I – Identity of the officer performing the search
· S – Station to which the officer is attached 
· E – Entitlement to a copy of the search record
· L – Legal power used
· Y – You are detained for the purpose of a search
(College of Policing, 2022)


This demonstrates success within policing and the use of the PACE act because it provides the public with protection and faith in that the justice system works. It also keeps arrests and search's legal. As previously, mentioned the PACE act provides police constables with  guidance when delivering law enforcement. The importance of the PACE act can be seen from historical miscarriages especially those prior to the creation of the act like the Brixton riots.
The Brixton riots began as there was a local rise in stop and searches targeted at young black men which increased racial confrontations with the police. This later escalated to riots and violence which still carries tensions today. The legislation created within the PACE act monitors unfair racial prejudices by making these types of searches unlawful without suspicion of reasonable grounds. (Blackpast.org, 2022) Cases like these are considered less frequent due to the change in times and PACE legislation but also the equality Act that forces police to challenge inequality and consider personal conduct. 

An additional, area of Policing that has improved since the implementation of PACE is the powers of detention.  The changes in the new legislation created safeguarding procedures to keep detainees safe and secure. This change effects the roles of the custody officer too at the station. 
The power of detention is a crucial part of policing and justice however must be carefully considered and dealt with appropriately. Although the police possess the power to arrest and detain people still contain human rights and this comes with responsibilities set out for police and custody officers. This is where the cooperation of PACE takes place because the act links the powers together and holds police constables accountable for the use of police powers. (Police Powers, 2022) 
Reviewing the success of the Police and criminal evidence act regarding the detention of criminals the case of Maxwell Confait will present the modern success in contrast to the injustice that surrounded this case. 
Maxwell Confait was brutally beaten, strangled, and later burned in his flat that was set on fire. The Police were able to apprehend three young men that they had suspected of committing the crimes.  (Murders. U, 2022) 
The three youths were detained and denied legal advice following the case. They were found guilty of the charges however, upon further investigation were freed from the charges.  (Robins. B, 2022) 

This case was one of many that led to the PACE act being created and to govern the policing framework to ensure mistakes like this are best avoided in the future. On reflection, this miscarriage occurred in 1972 and the pressure of this case and others resulted in the formation of PACE in 1984. This can be seen as a success of the act as now the police powers are clearly defined, and human rights are more accommodated from the justice system. Regarding the power of detention, the police are restricted in areas that were not seen prior to its implementation. A key success can be seen in that the custody officer has to determine whether there is sufficient evidence to charge a person who has been arrested if this was applied within the Maxwell Confait case it could be challenged that not enough evidence was sourced to charge for manslaughter and arson. (Lee.R,2020)

Alongside detention, there is questioning and treatment which is another component of the PACE framework that governs and offers guidance for police constables when dealing with the public how to appropriately accommodate human rights as previously mentioned but to also question people with fair and just reason. (Bridges. I, 2006). Referring to the case of Stephen Lawrence the questioning and treatment was heavily criticized as it was argued that not enough questions were asked and the record keeping of the notes taken from suspect and witness testimonies was not kept to a professional standard and in some instances the information was lost. (Gov.uk, 2022)
Despite failings being uncovered regarding the record keeping of police reports the Stephen Lawrence case ultimately benefited from a new cold case review and samples taken from stored evidence that was kept. Clothing from the night of the crime had been stored and was later examined with new technology in 2007. This new technology and the fact that the clothes had been stored led to new evidence that resulted in his killers pleading guilty. This can be seen as a success however overall the service provided to Stephen Lawrence and family was poor. (BBC, 2022)

One area of the PACE act that receives criticism is the powers of search and entry. During the pandemic that was a significant rise in domestic abuse amongst households.  A crime survey in the United Kingdom saw that between March 2019 and March 2020 there was a 7% increase in domestic violence to men and women. (House of Parliament, 2022)
A heavy criticism of the Police and Government is that there lacks a secure legal framework that grants police access to properties to help those who experience violence. Another being that there are not enough funds to support the needs of victims. (Human Rights Watch, 2022)
However, one reason the police can exercise the right to enter a property is if they believe there is an emergency inside the property which can include domestic abuse. (Gov.UK, 2022)

Significant police power is the power to arrest and work in partnership with the other powers however this power is also regulated by the police and criminal evidence act 1984. The Police have the right to arrest someone if they suspect there are reasonable grounds for criminal activity present. Although they have this right it still has relevant guidelines to keep the arrests legal. For example, the police must state the following upon arresting someone 
· Identify themselves as police and state who they are and what constabulary they are under
· Inform you of the crime they suspect you have committed
· Explain why you have been arrested and your rights
(Adapted from Gov.UK, 2022)
The PACE act can be seen as a success in relation to arrests and police conduct when delivering an arrest. The public is provided with all the knowledge of why they are being arrested if so and who the police officer is. This ties in with some of the previously mentioned cases within this essay such as racial prejudice. Police officers state the offense and inform the individual of why they suspect them of committing a crime this supports the public and police when making decisions. It also does not provide opportunity for unlawful arrests to be made because people have the right to know what they are being arrested for.  

Reasonable grounds can be considered in two parts
· The police officer has a genuine reason for suspicion that they will discover the object they suspect the individual to have on possession
· The grounds for suspicion must be based on intel and facts rather than suspected. The intel must support the idea that the objects will be discovered upon a searched based on intelligence of the area or individual for example
(Adapted from Bryant, 2018)
Another, key point to reasonable grounds is the individual at the moment leading to the search. Officers can suspect a person on reasonable grounds of suspicion based on the persons behaviour and location they are in. On the other hand, this can lead to issues with generalizing the public. This is where police judgement comes into play as a person on their phone looking suspicious in a previously understood drug dealing area at night could warrant a search but if someone was wearing similar clothing in the same location at the day might not be assumed to be drug dealing could cause issues.

To conclude, the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 has been successful in many areas of policing for the benefit of the public however has also had some criticism regarding limitations to what the act can do and how it is used. Some key areas which have been successful in policing with the PACE act can be seen with detention and the use of reasonable grounds although as investigated within this essay there have been historical failings to people from ethnic minorities that even though has seen improvements people from ethnic minorities are still more likely to be stopped and search than those who are white. This is a huge limitation to the public and needs to be addressed despite the PACE act and equality act there are still areas within racial prejudice and policing that need improving.
Another limitation mentioned was the use of the power of entry in domestic abuse cases however the police do have the ability to exercise their right of entry, but it can be seen as unfortunate that not all cases result in the intervention of the police and greater funding and support would also benefit victims. 
One success identified for the use of PACE was the evidence keeping of the Stepehen Lawrence case that led to the arrest his murders, but this case was also subject to shortcomings from the police in other areas like record taking and police conduct. 
Another success could be seen in the detention of suspects following the improvements made after the Maxwell Confait case that had denied suspects any legal representation at the time but has now improved with all suspects being offered the right to legal advice when needed.
Overall, the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 is a successful act and has the aim to ensure that police are regulated, and the public are supported. It states and protects the police powers and provides a framework on how to appropriately use these powers and when would be applicable to do so. The success rate can be hugely affected by the individual enforcing the law. 
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