
Poster Presentation: Hidden Curriculum

1. What? Definition: ‘The Hidden Curriculum refers to the unwritten, unofficial, and often unintended lessons, values, and perspectives that students learn in school’ (Glossary for Education Reform, 2017). Not written in the curriculum, but what is implied by our actions, attitudes and words in classroom and wider school. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Aspects
Norms: authoritative standards, the widely acceptable way of behaving or doing things that most people would agree with e.g. raising hand in class, walking in the corridor, respecting staff and peers, punctuality.
Values: core fundamental values, refelcted in the way that we live and work e.g. academic ambition, working hard, producing best work, conform to rules.
Procedures: ways the rules of school policy are applied, standards of quality learning and safety, expectations and accountability. Without these schools lack the structure and function to provide student needs e.g. enforcement of policies (uniform, behavior) with sanctions, detentions.
(Glossary of Education Reform https://www.edglossary.org/hidden-curriculum/). 

Values based system: 5 British values of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs (Ofsted, 2014). Taught through general policies, discipline within schools, curriculum during PSE.

3. Messages and impact
How things are taught, how school is run, how behaviour is dealt with, all contribute to the messages for pupils and families.
· can be both positive and negative.
· can affect pupil attainment, influence ambition and impact on educational outcomes (Welsh Government, 2017).
· Staff role models convey this positive or negative message. Social skills (acceptable and respectable learned behavior). 
· different genders, races, groups, or classes of people.
· Both reinforce or contradict formal curriculum: reveal inconsistencies between a school’s stated mission, policies, and convictions and what actually happens e.g. academic success may not be reflected in actual performance data
· Messages conveyed by what is NOT taught as influential as what is taught e.g. subject area values (Glossary of Education Reform https://www.edglossary.org/hidden-curriculum/)
· Allocation of timetabled hours: are some lessons more important than others e.g.art given one fifth the time that maths has. Conveys message that careers in art subjects less valued than more academic subjects.
· Mental health, wellbeing, confidence, anxiety levels affected both positively and negatively e.g. sets/streams.
· Rules and policies convey expectations: enforcement may contradict their intent. Rigid rules: stifle creativity, lax rules: poor behavior, disengagement
· Uniform policy to add structure: barrier to inclusion for poorer students, stifles individualism.

BUT, what if we could be mindful of messages and influence positively? Knowing that the hidden curriculum exists: helps us focus on methods and actions, ask Q how we can perform better.

4. Perspectives of Education
Functionalist: education plays role ensuring society ‘functions’ well: teaches appropriate values, behaviours, socialising skills, tolerance, respect for rules: leads to stability. 
Meritocracy: individuals rewarded based on talent, effort, achievement. However, measured by exam so will not suit every child. e.g. Skinner. 
Conflict theorists argue for equal access to all resources. Education is stacked in favour of rich and powerful. Conflicted ever-changing society e.g. Marxism: education allows the dominant culture (i.e. capitalism) rule: keeps everyone in their place, teaches students to be subservient.
Post-Modern: learners create own experiences and pathways through school e.g. The new Curriculum for Wales (2022) ‘ambitious capable learners’ capable of directing their own learning (Donaldson, 2015, p.31).



5. Educational Theorists
Bruner (1990): Constructivism (via Piaget and Vygotsky, contrasts Skinner). Knowledge constructed by building on previous experiences. Regio Emilia: collaboration and cooperation fundamental, demonstrate knowledge through multimedia evidence. Spiral curriculum: revisit concepts from basic to more complex. Family important for cognitive and linguistic development of child. (Grand Rapids Child Discovery Centre Available at: https://childdiscoverycenter.org/non-traditional-classroom/what-is-the-reggio-emilia-approach/)
Skinner (1960): Behaviourism. Operant Conditioning, positive reinforcement of desirable behaviours results in repetition of desired behaviour. Suggests learners are passive, can be moulded. System of rewards, historically how schools operated.

6. Curriculum for Wales (2022)
Current Curriculum (https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales-2008/)
What do we actually want from education? What sort of people do we want to come out of the education system? The four purposes of the new curriculum recommended by Donaldson’s (2015, p.31) Successful Futures ‘which are to develop children and young people as:
ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives
enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work
ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world
healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.

6 Areas of learning and experience
	Expressive Arts (iCreate)
	Health and Well-being (iThrive)
	Humanities (iThink)
	Languages, Literacy and Communication (iCommunicate)
	Mathematics and Numeracy (iCalculate)
	Science and Technology (iDiscover)

AoLE to support learners to achieve the 4 purposes of the curriculum. Intended to promote collaboration, cross-curricular literacy, numeracy, digital competence. Addition of Welsh Culture, religious education, relationships, sex education. Is this more balanced? Does it go far enough to promote engagement of those who are not academic?

7. Strategies for positive impact / pupil voice
· Strike a balance
· Successful futures: active intrinsically motivated learners that think for themselves, learning reward enough (not molded as Skinner’s behaviourism based on rewards).
· Bruner’s Conctrustivism: some principles used within school, prepare a piece of work of individual choice presented in a multimedia.
· Metacognition: students to be critical voices of their own work, improving throughout their education transferred to world of work.
· Welsh Bacc: applied and purposeful learning in real life context, transferable employability skills valued by post-16 educators and potential employers.
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/welsh-baccalaureate/welsh-bacc-from-2015/index.html
Complex issue, multiple factors at play. Work towards more positive learning experience for all to maximise potential to reach individual goals. New curriculum positive step but may not benefit all.
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