Using document.getElementById
The document.getElementById command is used to allow Javascript to “talk” to elements in an HTML page. For example, we might want to get information from a form, or re-write some information on a page.

Let’s start with an example…
1. Create a HTML form:
[image: ]
<html>
<head>

</head>
<body>
Welcome to my page<br><br>

<form action="">
Please enter your name: <input type="text" id="username">

<input type="submit">
</form>


<div id="message">...</div>



</body>
</html>

1. User enters name

I want to achieve the following:
[image: ]2. User clicks Submit


3. Message appears

2. To start, I will put an action on my form to direct it to a Javascript function when the Submit button is clicked:
<html>
<head>
<script type="text/javascript">
function greeting()
{

}
</script>
</head>
<body>
Welcome to my page<br><br>

<form action="javascript:greeting()">
Please enter your name: <input type="text" id="username">

<input type="submit">
</form>

<div id="message">...</div>

</body>
</html>


3. Next, I need to “reach into” the HTML page using document.getElementById to access the parts I need. In this case, I need the contents of the text box (id is username) and the <div> tag (id is message). A Javascript variable will be used to handle each connection.

<script type="text/javascript">
function greeting()
{
thename=document.getElementById("username") 
themessage=document.getElementById("message")

}
</script>




4. Now that I am connected, using the Javascript variables, I can change the contents of my div tag using innerHTML.

<script type="text/javascript">
function greeting()
{
thename=document.getElementById("username")
themessage=document.getElementById("message")

themessage.innerHTML="Hello " + thename.value   
}
</script>

[bookmark: _GoBack](Note the .value used to get the text inside the text box)

Result:
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