CAEN 6074 Writing & Reading Gender

week 10: Virginia Woolf, to the Lighthouse


I open and close the modernist part of module with Woolf - deliberate parallel with the Modernism module where I am teaching Mrs Dalloway.

Decentring the plot:

1. fracturing the text
2. narratives of gender after the war
Traditional romance plot concerns young love, the struggle with difficulties before starting a new life - focuses on women as primarily interested in love and splits off one generation from the next. 

What does Woolf do with this structure?

First changes the way the text is written - selves slide in and out of focus

fractures the continuous form of the text itself - draws attention to the artifice of any writing; significance of art at different times (Walter Scott, William Cowper for example) fracturing the Victorian/imperial heritage - nothing lasts multiple viewpoints. Oedipal narratives as alternative plots. The difficulty of a marriage (any marriage) Dreams of alternatives: Prue and her sisters dreaming of Paris; Mr Carmichael translating Indian poetry and teaching Andrew Sanskrit; Lily’s ‘Chinese eyes’ which see the world differently

STRUCTURE:  

· ‘H’ shaped plot: a block of a moment - a long dark passage - a block of a moment

· What is reality? 

· Modernist art taking on the role of philosophy - move from Victorian positivism to an art of balanced and multiple perspectives ‘subject - object - the nature of reality’ (‘Nothing is only one thing’)

MULTIPLE FOCI: CHARACTERS

· The artist (Lily Briscoe and Mr Carmichael) 

· The wife (Mrs Ramsay, then Prue and Minta Doyle)

· The philosopher (Mr Ramsay) and his heir, the politician (Charles Tansley)

CONSIDER THE TEXT IN RELATION TO 

· its form - realism and abstraction 

· the importance of stories

· the rhythms of the sentence (cf the 'woman's sentence' in Room)

· the importance of rhythm and pattern for meaning and pleasure 

· rhythm of inner and outer lives - the window and the lighthouse

· questions of truth and meaning - its relevance to character based fiction or abstract 

· psychoanalysis and the dynamics of the family 

· the significance of war

· skull in the nursery

· death and memory 
