Study skills presentation Notes:


Today I will be talking about three of the main factors in study skills, critical thinking, referencing and reflection. 
these are skills we and students should be developing over the next three year and hopefully taking with us when we graduate into our jobs and everyday life. So, what is Critical thinking?
Critical thinking:
What is critical thinking? 
Burns and Sinfield (2011) tell us that critical thinking is said to be one of the main points when going to university, it is a student’s ability to see the question in hand in a different way. It is the ability to train your mind to become used to facts and evidence not instincts, emotions or the individuals own beliefs.
Cottrell (2013) explains to be able to critically think.... Your brain must become a detective. It must be able to dissect, consider analyse and evaluate every different perspective. 
There are many different parts to consider when critically thinking. In order to research for your piece of academic work you will need to be able to critically read, critically write, be objective and consider critical questions.

Critical reading:
Wallace and Wray (2011) Say when critically reading the reader is trying to find the hidden viewpoints of the author. We know that when we are reading an academic piece of work the author will back up their work with references, but the reader must attempt to find the line of reasoning within the text to underpin what the author is trying to present. 

line of reasoning: 
Cottrell (2013) explains that the line of reasoning is considered the angle or argument of the text. When writing the author is supposed to be unbiased but this is where the reader must use their skills and find the hidden agenda of the text. (The reader must READ BETWEEN THE LINES). The reader needs to consider what evidence the author is presenting and what information the author is persuading the reader to obtain. (Cottrell, 2013). When writing the author should present unbiased work but will try and influence the reader to sway to their viewpoint.

Once we have mastered critical reading this is where we will go on to critically writing. 
Critical writing: 
Study.com (2018) say the author must do a lot of research to make sure when writing the academic piece of work, we have a clear outcome of what we are trying to say without being prejudice. The author must show off both sides of the argument to show they understood and researched widely the topic in hand.
The author must stay, away from emotive language, descriptive language and or personal style of writing. (Cottrell,2013). 
this is classed as subjective writing and is not being objective. This take us onto our next area of critical thinking, Objectivity.

Objectivity: 
Cambridge dictionary (2018) quote 'The fact of being based on facts and not influenced by personal beliefs or feelings'.

Cottrell (2013) express's to be objective is to not use emotive language, personal opinions or your beliefs. This is a new skill that students will have to adapt to as when you are growing up, we are taught you use emotive language and our own personal experiences. This must stop. Cottrell (2013) explains to be objective is to use facts, data and the research of other theorists and academics, and not opinions of your own. 

Critical questions:
Throughout university it is essential that we adopt an analytical outlook on all aspects of our work with critical questions.
Burns and Sinfield (2011) suggest when critical thinking and writing, we must always be asking ourselves certain questions to help evaluate and analyze what we are reading, and writing is accurate. 

Burns and Sinfield (2011, p. 2011.) state that these questions and imperative to help improve critical thinking.  
Cottrell (2013) writes that the main questions we should consider are,  
Why?
Where?
Who?
How?
What if?
What next?
(Cottrell, 2013)

These questions are going to help he reader develop their skills in university and later life, their outlook on life will change when developing the skills to critically question everything. Especially when teaching. Once we have learnt, understood and applied our critical thinking skills? These questions can be applied once graduated and, in our jobs. Why is this child acting like this? What is it telling me? What can I do next to help, improve and motivate them? (Burns and Sinfield 2011, p. 202.)


Referencing:
Next, we will move onto referencing. Referencing is a major part of university life, is it something all students must learn and correctly apply this to their assignments. 
Moore, Neville, Murphy and Connolly (2010) say within an individual's work students need to reference, they need to show where their work is coming from and they must provide credible evidence and arguments within their work. 
Cottrell (2013) stresses that students must show their work is academically proven. 
The reader is going to trust that the student has not made up the context they are going to have confidence that you have used a credible and dependable source when they reference (Cottrell, 2013).  
Deakin University (2016) also give these different reasons for referencing.
 to show how much you have read, to show the death of your knowledge. 
 to give credit to the author.
It gives strength to your work, your argument and your view.
Shows how your academic skills are progressing and developing. 
The reader can find your source.
It provides the writer with help if they need to go back and look at something, it is easy to do IF they have referenced.  

Cottrell (2013) writes another main reason why students must reference, is Plagiarism. Referencing will help them avoid this and the consequences that come with it.
Plagiarism is using other academics work without them knowing or the individual acknowledging it.
If you paraphrase you must reference. 
If you use a direct quote you must reference. (Cottrell, 2013). 
If you fail to reference it may result in, the student being removed from the university course. 
There is different style of reference guides, and here at Carmarthen university the Harvard was of referencing is used.

Reflection:
My final point of my academic poster is reflection.
The open University (2018) write that reflection is the development of an individual's skills. It’s the ability to review pieces of your academic work, in a positive way. The ability to build and gain new knowledge on old material to better your academic work.
Cottrell (2013) says weather this is by going through work by yourself or using the tools the university has given you such as, your tutors, your lecturer’s notes on your work or Your study skills groups. 
I'm now going to introduce you to Kolb’s learning theory and explain to you how we can apply this theory in everyday life. Kolb’s learning cycle is built up of four different stages, these stages are. The first stage is,   
Concrete experience: Doing:
This is where the individual is active, they are doing an activity. It is not about watching, talking or reading about the activity but doing the task (University of Leicester, 2018). 

Reflective observation: reflecting:
the reflective stage is all about taking a step back and reviewing what has happened. Was it okay? Did it go the way I wanted it to go? Asking yourself these sorts of questions and understanding what went on in the ‘doing stage’ (University of Leicester, 2018). 

Abstract conceptualisation: learning:
this is now the stage where the individual must learn and come up with new concepts and solutions, on how to improve the task (University of Leicester, 2018). 


Active experimentation: trying again: 
we complete this cycle with the fourth stage, active experimentation. This is the stage where the individual try's the task in hand again but introduces their new theories, strategies, and different approaches to the task in hand. Building on their knowledge from each stage hopefully will help them progress and develop their skills (University of Leicester, 2018). 

This process does not stop after these four stages, the individual can keep going around and around again until they have grasped and exceeded expectations of the task. The individual is always learning and building on past experiences. 

University: 
· Students will complete their first assignment. (Doing)
· Was it the outcome I expected when I got my mark back? 
· Using the notes of the lecturer to help understand how the individual can develop, could I have used more references, should I have taken an extra day or two to work on the essay? 
· Using all these skills when writing the next assignment. Hopefully the outcome is different, and the individual has developed and grown their skills. 
Teaching: 
· giving the children a drawing task.
· Understanding how it went, looking over their drawings and asking what I could have done to help these children.
· Maybe some children needed a stencil, maybe some children needed more colours, maybe some children needed guidance, a teacher next to them, or maybe they needed a picture of the object they were going to draw. 
· Putting it into practice and making sure the next drawing task for the children, there would be stencils, guidance, picture, a bigger variety of colours. 

Children in school:
· A child playing football but missed a penalty. 
· Tring to understand why she missed the penalty, what was she doing wrong?
· Realising if she had stood at a different angle it might have helped, maybe running at the ball would give it more power. And kicking it maybe on a different part of her foot.
· Putting all this knowledge and new skills into action until she makes the penalty.

Thank you for listening to my study skills presentation and I hope I have successfully explained to you what critically thinking is, why referencing is important and why we should reflect on our work today and in the future. 
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