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[bookmark: _Toc24202]Introduction:
The Bill of Rights Bill is a proposed piece of legislation put forward by the United Kingdom’s government to replace the Human Rights Act 1998. The purpose of this bill is to strengthen the protection of individual human rights and freedoms, as well as codifying existing common law rights and responsibilities. However, there has been some concern that it could have negative implications for the rule of law and impede individuals in the UK from exercising their human rights. The main argument presented against this bill is that it would reduce the scope of individual freedom and erode protections given by existing legislation, such as those provided by the Human Rights Act 1998. This would mean that if an individual’s right has not been explicitly mentioned in the Bill of Rights bill, they may be denied their legal protection which they are entitled to under current laws. This could lead to cases where an individual could be subject to injustice which is completely against the principle of rule of law (Maleta, 2019).

Others argue that this bill could provide more clarity on how individuals can protect their human rights, particularly in regards to data privacy, freedom of expression and freedom from slavery or exploitation. This could lead to better protection for vulnerable people from abuses of power, or from serious threats or discrimination based on sex, race or religion. 

[bookmark: _Toc20574]What is the Human Rights Act 1998? 
The Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA) is an essential legislation for all within the United Kingdom. It was established in 2000 and comprises of a comprehensive list of fundamental rights that safeguard us from torture, unfair trials, or any violation to our private and family life. We each have the right to these protections under HRA which grant us freedom over our own destiny. This Act ensures every person in the country has access to justice if they feel their human rights have been infringed upon (Costigan & Stone, 2017).
The HRA protects individuals’ rights by prohibiting any public body, such as government departments, local councils or courts, from infringing on these rights when making decisions. In addition, not only does it protect individuals but it also protects their families too by allowing them to challenge any public authority if they believe their loved one’s human rights have been violated.
The HRA has made a big difference in protecting people from injustice and abuse from those with power over them, particularly since its introduction in 2000. Not only this, but it has given individuals the ability to hold public bodies accountable for any wrongdoings which may have occurred against them. This law has significantly improved the legal landscape for many people who without it may be unable to receive justice due to a lack of resources or influence over government entities.
[bookmark: _Toc5234]European Convention And Withdrawl
The European Convention on Human Rights 1950 is the cornerstone of the European human rights legal framework, setting out a range of civil and political rights that are to be respected and protected. It has been implemented in all member states of the Council of Europe, including the UK. The European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 came into effect in 2020 following the UK's departure from the EU. This Act repealed most pieces of EU law but secured continuing protection for certain rights and freedoms already provided for by the convention. European Communities Act 1872 provides for the legal basis for cooperation between member states within the European Union, greatly promoting peace and stability within Europe. All three acts together ensure that individuals have their rights guaranteed under international law regardless of where they may be located (nd, European Convention on Human Rights).
[bookmark: _Toc28269]European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018
EU Act 2018 also allows the UK to implement certain changes or opt-outs from EU directives, while still maintaining their obligations under the European Convention on Human Rights. This could help ensure that the rights of individuals are protected even in cases where they may otherwise be at risk due to new or amended legislation. These legal frameworks ensure that individuals have a strong base of protections and rights which can be called upon when needed. These legal documents work together to provide a comprehensive understanding of human rights within Europe, helping to promote fairness and justice for everyone involved.
[bookmark: _Toc25227]European Communities Act 1872
European Communities Act 1872 is a UK law which allowed the UK to become part of the European Union in 1973, ensuring that it could benefit from free trade and economic cooperation. This law also secured the legal basis for international cooperation within Europe, as well as protecting individuals’ rights under EU laws. It sets out how decisions are made about enforcing EU laws within member states, such as when a State needs to bring proceedings against another State or company. The Act protects human rights by making sure all members have access to justice if their rights have been infringed upon and they need it upheld (Pohjankoski, 2018). 
[bookmark: _Toc25075]Aims and objectives of the Bill of Rights Bill
The main aim and objective of the Bill of Rights Bill is to repeal and replace the Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA) in order to bring clarity on issues regarding data privacy, speech protection and slavery/exploitation prevention. This bill may provide a way to strengthen existing laws on human rights protection while also allowing individuals access to justice when their rights have not been respected. The proposed Bill of Rights would involve more detailed provisions for rights such as freedom of expression, religious liberty and protected property ownership than what was included in the HRA. It may also add additional safeguards against injustice that are currently not available with the HRA alone. However, this must be weighed up against any potential risks it might pose if it weakened existing protections enshrined by the HRA or limited individual’s freedoms(Fenwick, 2013).
[bookmark: _Toc27304]Why has the bill been created? 
The Bill of Rights has been created in order to bring clarity and additional safeguards on important issues such as data privacy, speech protection and slavery/exploitation prevention. The proposed Bill of Rights would provide a way to strengthen existing laws on human rights protection while also allowing individuals access to justice when their rights have not been respected.
The bill is designed to repeal and replace the Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA) which has been in place since 2000. The current legislation in the United Kingdom outlines several key fundamental rights, such as freedom from torture and mistreatment. It also guarantees a fair trial for all citizens, along with respect for one's private life. Still, this law fails to address critical issues that could be addressed through a new Bill of Right (2017).
[bookmark: _Toc11568]What changes will the bill make?
The proposed Bill of Rights is designed to make several changes to existing laws on human rights protection.In comparison to the Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA), a new Bill of Rights would enable more comprehensive rights such as freedom of expression, religious liberty and protection for property owners. It may also add additional safeguards against injustice that are currently not available with the HRA alone. Additionally, it is suggested that the Bill may provide a way to strengthen existing laws while also allowing individuals access to justice when their rights have not been respected. 
[bookmark: _Toc15184]What will stay the same? 
The proposed Bill of Rights seeks to make significant changes, yet some aspects outlined in the Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA) will persist. These fundamental liberties are guaranteed to all citizens of the United Kingdom, including freedom from torture or degrading treatment, a right to fair trials and authorization for private and family life. 
Advantages And Disadvantages:
[bookmark: _Toc3249]The proposed Bill of Rights could have both advantages and disadvantages depending on how it is implemented. Advantages include providing greater clarity on rights such as freedom of expression, religious liberty, and protection from slavery/exploitation. This would help to ensure individual’s basic human rights are adequately protected by the law. Additionally, it could provide access to justice for those whose rights have been infringed upon and not respected (Head, 2019). 
On the other hand, there may be some potential negative implications if the bill weakens existing protections provided by the Human Rights Act 1998 or limits individual’s freedoms in any way. It is therefore important that any changes are carefully considered before they are implemented in order to protect individuals’ freedoms while ensuring justice is upheld. 
Suggestions:
Here are some potential reforms to the existing human rights laws:
· Stronger sanctions and penalties for violations
· Better enforcement and oversight mechanisms
· Increased access to legal aid
· Greater protections for vulnerable groups
· Amendments enabling victims of rights violations to seek direct compensation
· Reducing discrimination and ensuring equal opportunities (2017)
Summary
The proposed Bill of Rights is an attempt to bring clarity and additional safeguards on important issues such as data privacy, speech protection and slavery/exploitation prevention. While it could potentially provide better protection for individuals against violations of their human rights, there are potential downsides which must be carefully considered before implementing any changes. It is imperative that any changes introduced do not weaken current laws but instead help strengthen them so that individuals have access to justice regardless of where they may be located.  
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