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	Aims and Objectives:
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· To investigate the Augustinian order of canons at Tonbridge Priory from its foundation to its dissolution and to consider the issues arising from these events.
· To look at the Priory’s contribution to the local community, its rights, privileges and obligations, and its ongoing relationship with the Clare family.
· To consider the Priory’s role with the framework of the wider Augustinian movement in England and its place in medieval monasticism, with particular emphasis on the Clare family’s own choices of religious endowment and foundation.









	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):

This dissertation will examine the history of Tonbridge Priory from its foundation to its dissolution.

The documentary evidence relating to the Priory is scant and much must be gleaned from brief mentions in other sources. I have not found a document which brings the various aspects of the history of the Priory, as far as it can be known, into one place. This is what my dissertation sets out to do.

Tonbridge was a priory of Augustinian canons, founded by Richard de Clare, likely in around 1180 AD – although the foundation date (and consequently the identity of the founding Richard de Clare, Richard being a popular family name, has been disputed). I will analyse the relevant evidence. The dissolution by Cardinal Wolsey in 1525 AD, for which the evidence is clearer, will also be examined. I will consider the foundation of the Judd grammar school as a response to the loss of the Priory.

No cartulary of the Priory has survived, but a number of charters and rolls, now preserved in the Bodleian Library, provide evidence of the day to day running and management of the Priory and these, together with the other primary and secondary sources listed in my bibliography, will be consulted for what they can reveal. A fire in 1337 AD destroyed the Priory almost completely, taking with it its library, and primary source evidence is therefore more limited than perhaps it might have been.

I will consider the role of the Priory and its canons in the daily life of Tonbridge and the surrounding area. A number of local churches were given to the Priory, it also held numerous benefits and rights such as pannage, mill ownership, and receipt of rents. These will be documented, as well as the details of the rights and obligations arising after the fire. There is evidence that the Priory may have existed outside local diocesan control, which will also be discussed.

I will consider the rule of St Augustine together with the arrival of the canons in their various forms into England, and how Tonbridge Priory fits into this wider picture, for example in relation to their role in education. I will also look at the reasons for choosing to found an Augustinian priory rather than any other religious order. I will also consider its dedication to St Mary Magdalene. I will look at the role of the Priory in the lives of the particular family members who were buried there.

Nothing remains of the Priory today, it was entirely demolished and the site lies beneath the railway station car park. I will look at old maps and drawings to provide a sense of the medieval layout of the town and location of the Priory, and to discover the structure of the building as it once existed, as it was when ruined, and to locate modern reminders that it was once there.



Methodology

I will be using a traditional methodology, considering the relevant primary and secondary sources available to me through libraries and purchases. I will also be making use of local archives, in particular in relation to historical maps and drawings. I will, if available and relevant, be consulting local church archives.

I will be starting with secondary sources and using footnotes and bibliographies from those texts to point to further primary and secondary material. The primary material I consult will need to be in English translation, which seems to be sufficiently available.
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