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This Assignment will be based on research sourced from literature and desktop.  Firstly, it will discuss the perspective of global education and give examples of the importance for Education for sustainable development and global citizenship. It will concentrate on education within the country of Afghanistan looking at and explaining barries to engagement in education whilst giving examples of how these barriers have or may be overcome. This assignment will show an understanding of ethical consideration and give detailed and background information of this developing country and how previous and current legislation has, and is, shaping the future for children within education. It will discuss other parties involved that provide additional support and give examples of the work they have achieved. It will provide policy and legislation from both countries and will highlight differences within both education systems. It will address the rights of the child and conclude with current legislation that provide methods and strategies to overcome barriers to education. This assignment will finally determine if enough is being done to support engagement within education in Afghanistan and provide evidence to support this. 
Globalisation refers to the process in which the world has and is becoming increasingly interconnected as a result of trade and cultural exchange. It has been present for many years however over the last half-century has greatly increased. Globalisation allows for a greater dependence on the global economy, freer movement of goods and services and has increased international trade. (BBC.com). Within education and society children and young people need to be engaged with the world, learning values, empathy having a greater understanding of diverse perspectives and different cultures. To participate in a global environment, children must be prepared academically and educated to remain effective citizens of the world. 
The Europe-wide Global Education Congress (2002) stated 
“Global Education is education that opens people’s eyes and minds to the realities of the world and awakens them to bring about a world of greater justice, equity and human rights for all. Global Education is understood to encompass development education, human rights education, education for sustainability, education for peace and conflict prevention, and intercultural education; being the dimensions of education for citizenship. 
Every child has the right to an education, The United Nations Convention on The Rights of the Child (1989) was the first legally binding international agreement that set outs civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of every child, regardless of their race, religion or abilities.  Displayed in 54 different articles it focused on participation, provision and protection of children. The basic principles of the UNCRC was to create a non-discriminatory environment, allowing children to be safe and secure, gaining the right to a successful life and a successful education. Since its adoption in 1989, 193 countries have pledged to the UNCRC agreement with only 2 countries left to ratify, the United States and Somalia. All 193 countries are bound by law to ensure that each individual article is implemented, through three own policies and legislation they should vow to promote and protect the rights of children through their own policies and legislation, this is monitored by the Committee of the Rights of the Child. (Save the Children 2019).
In Wales today the UNCRC is the underlying foundations for all child related policies. (Welsh Governement 2019). It is essential that all children are provided with the same rights and opportunities throughout the world and given the chance of a better future, education is a fundamental part of combating and changing global issues. However, education is not always accessible to all, Smith (2007) highlights that the success of all education is fully dependant on the availability, conditions and accessibility to education, there are many factors that can implicate this such as cost, geography, language and teaching and learning resources. International Human Rights Law demands a basic level of education for all, the main factors that prolong the achievement of this, poverty, cost and discrimination. Smith (2018). “There is no place for discrimination within education and should be deemed just as important for girls as it is boys. (Smith 2007).
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) states “everyone as a member of society, is entitled to realisation of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his personality”. However, this can be criticised as such legislation can have a detrimental effect on small minority groups. Tribal groups living in remote areas of Africa such as the Himba and the Turkara continue to live peacefully, the way in which their ancestors did many years ago, having no dependence on any interventions within the modern world. Many of these tribal groups live in conditions such as those dating back to the stone age. Many rely on wild fruits, tubers and roots for food, as well as learning to become avid hunters they source their own food, growing their own crops maintaining a sustainable way of life.
In circumstances such as these, indigenous tribes wish to remain without involvement from society and the outside world. Following on from many years of tradition teaching their culture, heritage and customs throughout the next generations. Although this way of life can create barriers to education, not all people throughout the world wish to change and adapt with society. Their education is developed through their culture learning tasks such as survival skills and vegetation, through Human Rights Law these groups should be protected. (Africa.com 2017).
Culture and diversity changes dramatically from country to country, UK Governement are committed to the delivery of Sustainable Development Goals, The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was agreed by world leaders in UN in 2015, the agenda sets out 17 goals to eradicate “extreme poverty, fight inequality and injustice”.  Including, no poverty, zero hunger, good health and wellbeing, gender equality and quality education. (UK Government 2017). 
In 2008 Welsh Governement produced a guidance document, Education for sustainable development and global citizenship, A common Understanding for Schools, explaining the importance of ESDGC, the document builds on Welsh Government’s document ‘Making Most of Learning’ (2008). The desire is to deliver an education that will prepare pupils for their roles as global citizens within the 21st century. Welsh Government believes that ESDGC should be the ethos and body of knowledge within all schools, teaching children about values, attitudes, understanding and skills. Hicks (2012) expresses the importance of much needed change within legislation and society, as individuals we should recognise, we all have a responsibility to tackle global issues and educate the young, providing an understanding of the impact many global issues could have in years to come. However, policy does not always exceed practice; and many developing countries face huge barriers to engagement in education, due to poverty, conflict and religious and cultural beliefs. Gender inequalities are apparent throughout many cultures, as well as child marriage, child exploitation and FGM all having a detrimental effect on a child’s learning and how they access education. 
The World Population Review (2019) states Afghanistan as a developing country or LMIC (Low- and Middle-Income Country). Common characteristics throughout developing countries include, health risks, sanitation, disease, governement corruption, higher rates of violence towards woman and low education and literacy skills. Afghanistan has the potential for high growth and security raising standards of living. It should not be defined by its current state but its determination for future progress. Afghanistan is officially the Republic of Afghanistan, located in South Central Asia, in 1919 following the third Anglo- Afghan War Afghanistan achieved independence, freeing itself from British control and on the 19th August 1919 King Amanullah Khan declared Sovereignty. Afghanistan’s National Unity Governement led by President Ashraf Ghani and chief executive Dr Abdullah Abdullah was elected in 2014. Its largest city and the capital is Kabul, the country is mountainous, landlocked and connected well to the middle east sharing borders with neighbouring countries such as Pakistan, Iran and Central Asia. (MFA 2019). The most recent UN data states the population of Afghanistan in 2019 is an estimated 37.21 million. (World Population Review 2019).  The country is very diverse, its constitution recognises 14 ethnic groups including, Arab, Gujar, Pashtun, Turkmen, Baluch and has two official languages Afghan Persian and Pashto. (One World Nations 2019).

In modern history Afghanistan has suffered hugely from persistent instability and conflict, having a detrimental effect on its infrastructure, economy, and its people as the country suffers from enormous poverty, making it the one of the least peaceful countries in the world. (Global Peace Index 2018).
In 1979 the Soviet Army invaded and set up a communist government, more than a million people were killed through this conflict. 10 years later following a devasting civil war The Taliban imposed strict Islamic rule, in 2001 the Taliban were ousted although recently Taliban activity is becoming more prominent. In 2004 International recognised Government adopted a new constitution, however this has struggled to extend its authority beyond the capital and has not been successful in achieving national unity. Conflict continues within Afghanistan and ongoing military action face huge challenges in exposing and removing terrorist and Taliban elements. In comparison to the UK, although British troops have been deported to engage in serval conflicts oversees, war and conflict has not been present in the UK since the Second World War ended in 1945 (Beevor 2012). As a result, of conflict, war and corruption innocent people of Afghanistan have had their lives shattered, homes have been destroyed and families separated. Violence towards children is a growing concern, in 2017 during the first 3 months the United Nations reported more than 200 child deaths and 500 child injuries. (United Nations 2017). Many Afghan citizens now live as refugees, fleeing their homes and native country in the hope of finding a safer environment, gaining better prospects and opportunities. The UNHCR states that there are almost 2.5 million registered refugees from Afghanistan but due to a refusal of claims many are returned causing them to flee illegally resulting in many woman children and men being displaced. This has devasting effects on Afghan children, childhoods are destroyed, families are separated, and children live in fear, this causes huge barriers in engagement to education depriving children the opportunities to gain knowledge and require skills they so desperately need to progress and develop. Education should be a fundamental part of each child’s life but circumstances such as poverty, poor education systems, gender inequality, living conditions and refugee children all have a negative effect on the future of well-educated children as part of a global universe. War Child (2019) expresses the huge need to combat humanitarian needs in Afghanistan. Malnutrition and lack of medical care causes child illness due to this, children are underdeveloped, unable to function correctly in order to learn effectively. 
In 2013 Lauryn Oates a director for Canadian Woman for woman in Afghanistan, reported to The Guardian after working alongside Afghan Governments Central Statistics and UNICEF reporting on statistics form a national survey conducted in 2010/11. She found that a single indicator of a mother’s educational level could predict serval outcomes for individual children. From giving birth with medical support, registering the child’s birth to the likely hood of a child attending school. Oates found that woman who had access to these resources could be linked to a lesser chance of their child being exposed and exploited to child labour or abuse. In compassion to the UK there are vast differences, a National Health Service provides UK residents with free health and medical care 24 hours a day 364 days of the year, providing fantastic care and facilities for all expectant mothers allowing the best possible start for each new born. NHS (2019). In 2012 In Afghanistan infant mortality rate was 110 deaths per 1000 births compared to the UK where infant mortality rate in 2013 was 3.9 deaths per 1000 births. This comparison between the two is shocking and just highlights the care, attention, facilities and resources that are much needed in developing countries such as Afghanistan. (Office of National Statistics 2018). 
Each year billions of pounds sourced from donors is spent in Afghanistan to develop humanitarian assistance with education being one priority. Although many schools are prominent in Afghanistan failure to produce long term plans and investment beyond the school building, such as maintenance, resources and where would teachers come from, has resulted in buildings remaining empty and unused. Female literacy progress is one of the slowest areas of progress throughout the last decade, only 20% of young woman aged 15-24 years old are literate. (Oates 2013). John Richards a Canadian Social Policy Scholar states “few countries have been able to escape poverty unless they achieve an 80% literacy rate. (The Guardian 2013). 
In Afghanistan woman have the same legal rights and freedom as men, however cultural expectations and religious normalities have prevented woman from exercising these rights for many years. Achieving gender equality within education is hampered by the country’s security, lack of resources, funding and infrastructure and currently only a third of girls attend school. (CAI 2019). During the reign of the Taliban girls were prohibited from school and still today overcoming this barrier proves difficult, supporting young girls to catch up with all they have missed. Since 2001 with the transition of power great progress has been made, at this time fewer than 900,000 children attended school this increased to nearly nine million, with Afghan girls making up nearly a half of this figure. (CAI 2019). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]UNICEF is the world’s leading organisation working with 190 countries they aim to promote the rights and wellbeing of every child in all aspects of their work. In a recent study carried out in 2018, UNICEF recorded that nearly half of children aged between 7 and 17 years old are out of school that accounts for 3.7 million children. Engrained poverty, on-going conflict and discrimination against girls has led to the increase in levels of out of school children since 2002, 60% of this population is girls placing them at unfair disadvantage with gender inequality being present. In some of the worse affected areas throughout Afghanistan such as Helmand, Zabul and Wardak up to 85% of girls do not attend school. (UNICEF 2018). Studies show that causes of this are child marriage and displacement, girls are denied the right to an education and the chances of attending school are minimal. Factors such as poor school facilities with no access to bathroom facilities, not having this privacy is a source of cultural shame and many girls decide to end their schooling as soon as they reach puberty. The quality in the delivery of education all have a huge impact on a child’s chances of going to school., in conflict-stricken areas girls are driven away from classrooms through a lack of security and shortage of female teachers. (Swami 2018). Save the Children (2019) are working with the Government developing community-based classes providing a chance for girls to attend school. A lack of infrastructure has caused huge barriers to education with many classes being held in temporary spaces such as tents and outdoors, where children can access school, many areas are unsafe, the day is very short and resources used are very poor, in some district’s classes are led by unqualified teachers. (Oates 2013).  Central Asia Institute (2019) has helped to build almost 200 new schools, working closely with small communities planning long term sustainability to provide establishments within walking distance, offering an array of facilities changing the prospect of many futures. The UNDP Afghanistan works with both the Ministry of Woman’s Affairs and other government bodies to implement key components on gender equality. They aim to provide woman with leadership roles and to actively participate in Government. They have provided programs to reduce the use of violence and educate woman to report crimes against them. More support in health services within rural areas have been implemented and advocates for woman’s rights have increased educational opportunities. Programs such as Enhance Gender Equality and Mainstreaming in Afghan (EGEMA), have 3 aims, to strengthen the Ministry of Woman’s Affairs, strengthen woman’s livelihoods and gender transformative approaches. From this in 2017, 15 women graduated from Kabul University with a master’s degree in Gender. (UNDP 2019). 
Save the Children is a national charity that currently provides aid to families and children in Afghanistan, trying to improve many areas such as health care and education. Protecting the rights of children, they work endlessly to address many barriers to education. Many children in Afghanistan are at risk of being injured or killed through conflict and violence, many children are recruited into the armed forces whilst others take of huge responsibilities sourcing work to help support their families through poverty. War Child (2019) states young children illegally cross the border into Iran daily to source work to support their families. UNICEF (2017) estimated that almost a quarter of children aged 7 to 14 were working, this disrupting or completely preventing their education. This can also pose risks to child trafficking, imprisonment or deportation back to Afghanistan usually in violent and abusive conditions. Children become increasingly vulnerable and are at risk of being exploited or abused. In circumstances where families have been displaced through conflict, Save the Children offers emergency support to help families gain a fresh start. Save the Children believes that education is a vital and fundamental tool that contributes to the physical and psychological protection of children. Providing learning opportunities supports a child’s learning and development improving quality of life. Since 2015 Save the Children have been able to deliver a Professional development Programme throughout many areas including East Africa, Middle East and South Asia. (Save the Children 2019). From the first decade of the 2000’s improvements have been made to the Afghan education. Between 2001 and 2016 primary school enrolment rose from around 1 million to 9.2 million, the number of teachers in education has risen although their qualifications are low and since 2003 school buildings and been constructed or rehabilitated, allowing for 50% of schools to remain accessible. 
The Education Quality Reform in Afghanistan program (EQRA) (2018) aims to increase equitable access to both primary and secondary education with a strong focus on girls. It strives to improve learning conditions, strengthen the education sector and provide technical assistance and capacity building. To achieve this, the development and implementation of teaching policies must be addressed, improved EMIS data collection procedures must be implemented and teaching and learning materials for a new curriculum must be developed. (Global Partnership for Education 2019). 

The UNDP Afghanistan record huge improvements in education and closing the gender equality gap since the end of the Taliban reign, however in present day woman still face huge discrimination and education still appears to be inaccessible for many. Years of turmoil, corruption and conflict have had a significant effect on Afghanistan as a country. Compared to the UK there are vast differences in both the education system and how females are treated. In 2009 Afghanistan adopted the Elimination of violence against woman law (EVAW) however this was weak, and reports of serval high profiled assaults highlighted the potential dangers woman still face through activists. (The Guardian 2015). Throughout the UK, in most circumstances’ woman are treated equally, there is huge support for woman suffering from violence and discrimination, in January 2019 UK Government published a landmark domestic abuse bill and April 2019 saw a ground breaking new law come into place, making psychological domestic abuse and controlling behaviour a crime. (BBC News 2019). 
It appears that although Afghanistan law may be implemented there is little evidence to prove it withstands. Through the evidence detailed it suggests that Afghanistan as a country relies heavily on the resources and funds from, charities, donors and other countries. A vicious circle appears as small steps are taken to make improvements, but the lack of stability and sustainability seems to present reoccurring problems. Incidents such as an English language class in Kabul being targeted resulting in dozens of children aged 16 to 18 being critically injured or killed (UNICEF 2019), show the difficulties this country face, and the constant need to rebuild and reamend.  War and conflict have had a huge impact on the country causing great problems, if conflict continues will Afghanistan ever find peace and rebuild for the future. A difference in cultures has had significant effects and people have been mistreated and abused through the beliefs of others. No religion or culture should impede such a negative impact on an individual’s human rights or exclude them from their entitlement to an education.
Governement legislation and Law appears unclear, difficult to source and hard to understand. Afghanistan’s story in education and gender equality is still confronted by major challenges, studies call for Government and civil society commitment to act and address these issues. (UNICEF 2019). Without support from outside agencies and charities such as Save the Children and UNICEF it is hard to determine the position Afghanistan as a country would be in. Although this support is greatly needed it is prominent that current Government bodies need to take drastic action to illuminate current issues. If War, conflict and corruption are present there is little hope that all Afghan children will gain full access to a successful education, the hope of a sustainable future for Afghanistan seems nearly impossible. But with determination, support and a Governement willing to lead their people to freedom there is hope for a better and brighter future.   
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