A reflection of Carmarthen Museum
[image: ]I will be discussing Carmarthen Museum, in particular the coal display primarily because it was the place that I felt most connected to given that it is located in my birth town and contains information and artifacts regarding my home county. 
V.B Hitchman painting, photograph taken by author.


[image: ]This painting of miners by V.B. Hitchman is especially important to me because the artist is my grandfather, who has a strong interest in South Wales’ important industrial role after his father worked for the railways, hence the addition of the trains in the painting. From a historical view, the inclusion of the trains is fascinating as the importance of the railways and the connections they enabled are often ignored when looking at the coal industry. Although my opinion of this painting is heavily biased, I think that this painting would have caught my attention regardless of the painter. I like how the miners are at the front of the painting and get quite a lot of focus. Furthermore, I enjoy the attention to detail in the background, highlighting the scale of operations. I felt quite proud and emotional having a direct link to the museum, especially given the importance of coal mining to the community. Irritatingly, the date the date of the painting next to the sign says 2000 even though the painting was made in 2006. Also, the painting is located quite high on the wall meaning it’s quite easy to miss. I feel that given the significance and importance of mining in Wales that the display would have had greater priority rather that being a narrow hallway, especially given the fact that there was a 1980s artifacts, photograph taken by author.

[image: ]whole room dedicated to displaying artifacts from the 1940s to the 1980s that aren’t specific to Carmarthenshire. That’s not to say that I didn’t enjoy this part of the museum. I find it quite amusing that when these items were created, particularly the electronics, they were considered advanced and now they’re considered archaic. Additionally, I thoroughly enjoyed learning about switchboard machines and operators and was fascinated to find out that they were used in Carmarthen County Hall until the end of the 1980s as I’d naively considered them to mainly be in use until the 1950s. After having interacted with the display, I feel that I would have enjoyed being a switchboard operator, although it does seem to require a lot of concentration.Switchboard machine, photograph taken by author.


[image: ]Furthermore, the coal display caught my attention for other reasons too. I found the display containing the miner’s uniform and warning signs very interesting and was intrigued by how unprotective it was given the number of hazards involved in mining. I found the abundance of information displayed intriguing, particularly, the impact that mining had on the development of communities such as the opening of shops, the introduction of free education, and Working men’s institutions which held lectures Also, I learned about the important role that miners had in shaping local communities by speaking Welsh and aiding in creating a vibrant culture, and social and political life. Moreover, the displays went on to discuss the miners strikes and the beginning of the mines being closed which from a historical perspective was intriguing as it hadn’t occurred to me that jobs were lost as early as 1945, leading to decades of disputes. The abundance of information continued as the displays went on to describe the work in the mines, focusing heavily on the dangers the miners were exposed to. However, I believe that more emphasis could be placed on the long-term consequences of working down the mines on miner’s long term physical and mental health as well as information regarding the environmental impact of mining. Display of the miner’s uniform, photograph taken by author.


[image: ]Additionally, there were other elements to the museum that caught my attention. I preferred the interactive displays as they were more immersive and engaging, enabling [image: ]a stronger connection to the area and the museum. My favourite was the chapel which I wasn’t expecting to find as it’s located in a discreet and quiet part of the museum. As I sat in the pews, I couldn’t help but picture what the chapel looked like at its prime, busy with people for their daily prayer. From a historical perspective, it’s interesting to consider how the chapel’s role has changed in our society since the 1600s, when this chapel was created. It made me reflect on what we now do as communities to come together, leaving me feeling rather isolated as I pondered on the fact that we are quite autonomous and don’t gather very often.  I was surprised by how many hidden elements there were to the chapel, such as the emblem of a child’s face in wings who is perhaps an angel, as well as two reed organs, giving the chapel a unique character. I was subtly astonished my how moved and intrigued I was by the quaint and charming chapel.Bishop of St David’s Chapel, photograph taken by author.

Photograph taken by author.

[image: ]
In addition to this, the Turner exhibition caught my attention which consisted of paintings of Wales made by Turner and other artists. The painting of Kidwelly Castle by David Cox caught my attention, mainly due to the strange and eerie lighting, insinuating a storm is brewing. Despite this, there is a sense of peace and silence; perhaps the storm has passed. I also find the brushstrokes remarkably clear and extremely detailed compared to other paintings in the gallery, thus allowing you to be embraced [image: ]by the painting, giving you the feeling that you are there.  This differed to the final painting that was displayed of Llangennech Park House by C.F Thatcher as I find this painting quite false as the colours are too vivid. Although, it may be done to demonstrate the vibrant nature of the Carmarthenshire countryside. Looking at all of the paintings was my favourite aspect of the museum as I found them very thought provoking and also a beautiful representation of the county.  Kidwelly Castle by David Cox, photograph taken by author.
Llangennech Park House by C.F Thatcher, photograph taken by author. 


Overall, I thoroughly enjoyed my time in Carmarthen Museum and would re-visit in the future. I enjoyed how connected I felt to the museum, in particular the artwork, and I take great pride in seeing my home county being represented. 
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