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INTRODUCTION:

Are punitive measures enough of a deterrent to prevent motorist committing road traffic offences?

This proposal will look to explore whether the current approach used for dealing with road traffic offences is enough of a deterrent to firstly stop motorists from committing said offences and secondly preventing repeat offenders.

With an increase seen in dangerous driving offences across England & Wales in 2022/23 (Clark, 2023), an understanding is needed on whether the initiatives and legislation in place to tackle road traffic offences is adequate in the current climate. 






	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The main objectives of the research are to; establish whether there is a knowledge gap and therefore a lack of confidence in officers when dealing with road traffic offences. Gain an understanding of the demographic of offenders who commit road traffic offences and whether separate measures are put in place as a deterrent. Has the reduction of Roads Policing Units since 2011 had an adverse effect of the number of motoring offences.







	LITERATURE REVIEW:

When conducting a literature review, it was identified that the question proposed for this research, has not previously been addressed. However, with this in mind there are journal articles of a similar nature that can be reviewed in order to support the research such as (Auksė E, 2022) Differences in the perceived justice of penalties for road traffic offences between Lithuanian offenders and non-offenders. The research will also take into consideration government reports such as (Department of Transport , 2023) vehicle speed compliance statistics. An in depth literature review will be conducted and evidenced later in the research.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

A quantitative based approach will be undertaken in order to gather data for analysis. This method will be best suited for the research allowing a more statistical review to help prove or disprove the question posed. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Taking into consideration the objectives set out in the research, the survey will be sent to employees of Gwent Police, encompassing the views of police staff, serving police officers from various departments including officers from the specialist roads policing team.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
As part of the proposal the following has been taken into consideration in regards to ethical issues;
The small timeframe in which the data samples are collected may not give a true or accurate reflection of issues faced. How the survey is accessed by the participants can be an issue as it would need to be available for all those within Gwent Police allowing a wider demographic of participants to take part. The research has also taken into consideration making any surveys sent out are anonymous, as this may encourage participants to be more forthcoming and honest with answers, however it is important to note that as it is anonymous it may be seen as a ‘tick box exercise’. 


	TIME SCALE:
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