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Before to can speak about shoplifting in UK, I would like to give a definition of shoplifting to know exactly what is and i will going to speak how shoplifting is impacting the society.
Shoplifting is the act of stealing goods from a retail store, poses a significant financial threat. This action is happening very often in these days because are many reasons, people causing a very big  economical impact in small or big stores. 
One example of which is an incident that happened at a Co-op shop at Eastbourne, wherein a man was caught stealing food from A Co-op shop and was again caught from Waitrose and Superdrug in Eastbourne town center. This man was arrested and had a Class B drug (cannabis) in posession. He was sentenced to six months in prison and a 5 year Criminal Order Behavior. 
( https://www.itv.com/news/meridian/2025-05-30/man-jailed-and-banned-from-shops-for-prolific-shoplifting) 
But why are people shoplifting? 
One reasons could be poverty, people doesn’t have enough money to provide their needs day by day, another factors could be people are not interested to work because they just depend on the money/benefits they receive from government without doing anything ,been a cause not looking for a job better paid knowing every month will receive little money just to survive ,so they, decide to steal from shops  to have a better life. Addiction could be one. Some people resort to steal in desperation. Peer pressure is a common cause especially on teenagers. As they can easily be influenced by friends. And lastly is due to a psychological disorder Kleptomania. This disorder drives one person (rich or poor) to shoplift just to satisfy their psychological needs. 
“Factors explaining males’ and females’ anticipated shame-guilt feelings are similar in the case of shoplifting, but different in the case of violence. Differential exposure to peer delinquency and parental follow-up partially mediate the effect of gender on shame-guilt for engaging in shoplifting. Among males, endorsement of traditional masculinity predicts lower levels of shame-guilt for engaging in shoplifting and violence. Among females, endorsement of traditional femininity predicts lower levels of shame-guilt for engaging in shoplifting, but has no effect on shame-guilt for engaging in violence. We discuss the implications of our findings for understanding the contribution of shame-guilt to the social control of delinquency across gender.” According to (De Boech,Pleysir,Put 2018).Many shops start to improving installing CCTV and having security personal to detect  and stopping shoplifting ,they are in charge to prevent violence and bad behavior ,recording and cooperate with    police when they have bad incidents in the shops.
I therefore conclude that shoplifting could cause financial damage to an establishment or merchandisers. They will lose money due to theives and at the same time they have  to pay for additional cost to provide themselves equipments for security. With these loss if not given proper solution might effect the sales or profits and might end up closing the establishment. With these people will also lose their jobs and might end up shoplifters as well. 
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