Definitions of Case Study

‘Case study is an in-depth exploration from multiple perspectives of the complexity and uniqueness of a particular project, policy, institution, programme or system in a ‘real life’ context. It is research-based, inclusive of different methods and is evidence-led. The primary purpose is to generate in-depth understanding of a specific topic (as in a thesis), programme, policy, institution or system to generate knowledge and/or inform a policy development, professional practice and civil or community action.’ (Simons 2009, p.21)​

‘the study of an instance in action’ (Adelman et al. 1980)
‘detailed examination of a small sample’ (Tight 2010, p. 337)

‘A strategy for doing research which involves an empirical investigation of a particular contemporary phenomenon within it’s real-life context using multiple sources of evidence’ (Robson 1993, p. 146)

‘a method of developing a complete understanding of a process, programme, event or activity’ (Wholey et al. 1994, p. 163)

Yin (1994) defined a case study
as “an empirical inquiry that investigates a contemporary phenomenon within its real-life
context, especially when the boundaries between phenomenon and context are not clearly
evident…[and] relies on multiple sources of evidence” (p. 13)

‘Case studies are analyses of persons, events, decisions, periods, projects, policies, institutes or other systems that are studied holistically by one or more methods. The case that is the subject of the inquiry will be an instance of a class of phenomena that provides an analytical frame – an object – within which the study is conducted and which the case illuminates and explicates.’ Gary Thomas (2011)

‘the study of the particularity and complexity of a single case, coming to understand its activity within important circumstances’ (Stake 1995, p.xi)
‘the in depth study of a phenomenon in its natural context and from the perspective of the participants involved in the phenomenon’ (Gall, Gall, and Borg, 2005)

‘a setting or group that the analyst treats as an integrated social unit that must be studied holistically and in its particularity’ (Schutt, 2006,p.293)
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