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In respect to weighing up the success and limitations of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, the history of British policing has impacted the modern-day force and how it has developed over time. The history of policing began with Sir Robert Peel who at the time was a huge influence on the public as he introduced regulations. When the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 came into place, they made new codes and altered previous regulations for example stop and search and use of force. Then lastly, concluding with how P.A.C.E can prevent Miscarriages of Justice.

History of Policing.
The idea of Policing arose in 1739 when Sir Thomas De Veil set up a policing body called the ‘Bow Street Runners’ also known to the public as ‘Rotation Officers’. The citizens of London were greatly encouraged to report crimes although the officers were only available at certain hours through the day. De Veil died shortly after which resulted in him passing the role to Henry and John Feilding who created a new practise. This practise allowed them to hire more officers which arrest the suspect once a crime has been reported. The Fielding's also made a living off their work as they charged the public for using their service, they received rewards from victims who identified their suspects and the state also gave them credit for successful convictions. 
In 1829, Sir Robert Peel created the Police (commonly known as the bobbies) to focus on the prevention of crime as opposed to solely focus on arresting criminals. Peel set up a police force containing 3,000 men to police streets by foot and on horses through the day but also in the night. It was seen that the frequency of the patrols would help reduce crime. (Emsley, Hitchcock and Shoemaker, 2018)

(GOV.UK, 2012) defines policing of consent by explaining Peels 9 principals. Peels 9 principals refers to the power of policing and the consent of the public. Peel set up these polices to not only focus on preventing crime and disorderly conduct but to also establish order within the Police.  He was the first policing figure to notice that for the police to work, they need the public to approve of the way they work. The more public who support the police means there is more respect within the public for the police although to maintain respect there needs to be co-operation of the public by observing and upholding the law. To ensure the relationship between the police and the public they both need to understand that the police are taken from the public and are chosen represent the public and view their opinions, the same as the public are the police as they also have to report any suspicion behaviour and uphold the law themselves. Peel also discovered that police needed to use physical force in order to reach personal goals, but the extent of the force is important as it could a negative impact on the public and may reduce confidence. He noticed that police efficiency is measured by low numbers of crime being recorded and not by the number of people being questioned in the station, measuring efficiency in the police force is beneficial to not only the public but the police as they can understand  the areas in which need improving. It is also important for the prosecution services are judging the defendants fairly and reasonable so that the guilty can be punished. 

When Peel became Home Secretary in 1822, he created the Metropolitan Bill which received Parliamentary approval in 1829. This Act allowed Peel to create a full-time, professional police force for London who took on a new form of policing. The uniformed constables were not only in place for the prevention of crime but also to keep peace on the streets. Policing then spread to 178 towns. In 1839, the Rural Constabulary Act allowed areas to create their own force. In 1851, there were over 13,000 officers throughout England and Wales ensuring a wider area of protection of the public and prevention of crime. (Parliament.UK, 2019)

Introduction to P.A.C.E.
In 1984, Home Office introduced the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (P.A.C.E) to ensure the protection of public rights and to control police powers. PACE allows the police and the public to have a more balanced relationship as it gives the public more rights and freedom but regulates the power of the police. The ACT contains 8 Codes of practice Code A – Code H these contain issues regarding: Stop and search, Arrest, Detention, Investigation, Identification and Interviewing suspects. Over the years a number of the CODEs have been revisited and have become more detailed to ensure there are no loopholes. (GOV.UK, 2013)

The purpose of P.A.C.E is to combine all the police powers under one Act in order to ensure the rights of a person and the powers of the police are equal. It's important there is fairness and equality between the police and the defendant as it establishes trust which helps with solving crimes at an increased rate. 
The first big change that P.A.C.E introduced was using audio recording whilst interviewing a suspect which allows the police to use what the suspect have said in court but to also protect the suspect from their words being misinterpreted an example of this is from the Birmingham Six and Guilford Four case where they used their interview tape as evidence to their case in which they found the officer in charge guilty of cohesion although the chargers against the officer was dismissed. As P.A.C.E developed it showed that the police were previously not taking responsibility for their actions and were taking advantage of their role. From this point on, the Codes of Practise were more frequently used to ensure all officers knew that misconduct was a serious matter, this restored faith in the public. (Murphy, 2017)

If the police don’t follow the Codes of Practise, it doesn’t make them a criminal although if the police fail to abide by the Act, the evidence they have gathered can be dismissed resulting in the defendant not being prosecuted even if he was guilty.  (Trevelyan, 2019)

Positive Impacts of P.A.C.E
The Police and Criminal Evidence Act has benefited not only the police but also the public. Code A states that an officer can search a person/vehicle without out first making an arrest, this has helped to regulate the powers of stop and search. To conduct a legitimate stop and search the officer must have reasonable grounds and suspicion on that individual, it is also important that the police are not bias against or in favour of any individual or group of people. The individual is then detained for the purpose of the search but can leave when the search has been done. If the individual violent towards the officer and denies the officer to stop and search the officer can then use reasonable force. This regulation gives the public more power and freedom rather than being arrested and taken to the station straight away. When the officer is deciding to stop and search an individual, he should refer to the National Decision Model (NDM), this allows them to decide if stop and search is the best approach when taking into consideration why they may be suspicious. The officer should follow the NDM for support on their reasonableness of their actions and process they will conduct it in. The police should always ensure they are fair for example they must make decisions based solely on facts, always give the individual a chance to defend themselves, show they can be trusted and always treat the public with respect and dignity. (College of Policing, 2016)

It is important that the police follow the correct procedures when they stop an individual. The police must create trust with person by first giving the person their name then which station they were dispatched from, why they find the individual suspicious, the reason they want to search them, why the officer has a right to search and they must also state that the individual is allowed to have a record of the search. If this procedure isn't followed and the person is later found guilty the case may not hold up in court and all chargers could be dropped for the defendant. (GOV.UK, 2019)

Negative Impacts of P.A.C.E
P.A.C.E has also had a negative impact on the police but more importantly the public. Having this regulation in place shows that the public has a lot of confidence on the police to use only when necessary.  This code specifies that reasonable force may be used when trying to restrain a person. To establish what extent of force to use the officer should look at 4 types of Acts; Criminal Law Act 1967, P.A.C.E 1984, Common Law and the Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 2008 and the Rights and Freedoms Act. These Acts will help the officer establish what type of crime they are dealing with and provide a way of resolving the issue. Anything beyond reasonable force is known as inhumane, any violence including torture and/or degrading a person violates the Humans Right Act 1998. There are many acts for officers to look to for advice but there is no exact definition, this may cause some officers to take advantage of this power when dealing with a suspect resulting in the public losing their confidence in the police. (College of Policing, 2013)

Code D of the Police and Criminal Evidence acts states that the use of DNA can be used to identify a criminal involved with crime, these records are then stored in the DNA national database even if the person is found to be innocent. This Databased was created in the 1980’s and contains the information of over 5 million citizens of the EU. Sir Alec Jefferys, the creator of genetic fingerprinting believes the government is wrong for keeping the information of thousands of those who are innocent are then seen as criminals. In 2008 there was a trail where Europe discussed the issue regarding keeping the information of the people who were not convicted and stated the citizens of Europe has a right to privacy, the government argued that they would removing all the profiles from the database but keep the samples of DNA resulting in the issue not being solved completely. Jefferys explains he is terribly concerned about the increasing number of people on the database, but he believes that the previously convicted should remain on the system therefor if the person is re-offended it would easier to retain them. He also considers the reason that the innocent is still in the database is down to assumption that they may commit a crime in the future. A recent case is, Sean Hodgson who served 27 years for being wrongly convicted of murder due to the case not being examined fully. For the public to support DNA testing, the procedures need to be improved as it not thorough enough. There have been many recorded accounts of miscarriage of justice due to the fact the evidence is only tested once. (Sturcke, 2009)

Miscarriages of Justice          
Referring back to the Guilford Four case 1974 when Paul Hill, Gerard Conlon, Patrick Armstrong and Carole Richardson were all convicted of murdering five people and harming 50 in a pub bombing. They spent 14 years in prison until they appealed 1989 and the conviction was dropped. The four men were wrongfully convicted due to three detectives fabricating evidence cause a miscarriage of justice. There was later a book wrote about the case, criticizing all the process leading up to the arrest, conviction and realise. This made the case known to the public resulting in the police being deceived as unfit. Another similar case was the Birmingham Six 1974 which included six men - Paddy Joe Hill, Hugh Callaghan, Richard McIlkenny, Gerry Hunter, Billy Power, Johnny Walker who were also wrongly convicted for a pub bombing, killing 21 people. They spent 17 years in prison until they appealed and had their case dismissed due to evidence tampering. The men were commonly known as Britain's biggest mass murders so it didn’t only ruin their lives but also their reputation. (Oliver, 2002)

Another example of miscarriage of justice is Sean Hodgson, who previously mentioned, was convicted for the murder of Teresa De Simone. He was jailed for 27 years which is the UKs longest serving miscarriage of justice victims. His conviction was dismissed in 2009 after DNA testing became more advances and proved Mr Hodson to be innocent. Once released, he found life on the outside a struggle and died 3 years after. Miscarriage of justice cost Mr Hodgson his life as he had spent most of it in prison. (BBC News, 2012)

Conclusion 
The purpose of stop and search is to reduce the number of people being brought into custody as this would benefit not only the person involved but the officer and the resources. The use of this regulation has strengthened the powers of the police resulting in several officers being involved with criminal offences themselves. This Code of practise is very useful within the police but only if use accordingly therefor it's a helpful recourse to have within the police. 
However, the use of the National DNA Database has been a main focus for the past few years. When it was first set up in 1995 it contained the generic samples of only those who committed a serious crime including murder and sexual assault although as P.A.C.E has progressed, it has allowed for the DNA to be retained following arrest resulting in the high percentage of the UK being on the database. Overall, the database is the best resource the police has access to, proving itself in many cases and being extremely beneficial although it is statistically proven that it doesn’t improve the detection of crime as it has stayed at 0.35% since it's been recorded even though it is increasing by the day. (Libertyhumanrights.org.uk, 2007)
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