Iona Robertson; Task 3.
Looking back, evaluate how has your touring theatre production realised in practice elements of Tasks 1 & 2?
	
The only reason we ended up with the show we had was because of the first task. We all spent the first week researching on our own, and then bringing that information together and thinking of different and interesting ways to present it all. We got into small groups to present our research on 7 different topics and every style of presenting was completely different to each other; ideas from a YouTube video, to a television programme, to a chat between friends. While some of these were just looked at as interesting ideas, one thing we did take was the idea of a casual chat between friends and the notion of educating an ignorant character in a way that was not a lecture or preaching. This became one of the main ways we got information and facts across in our show.

Part of what we did with our research was start to develop ideas for possible storylines or characters; for example one of the groups used a northern turtle whose nan had died for presenting their research on government policies, and this character ended up being Shelly the Turtle in the show. Another group used puppets made out of plastic to talk about their research on theatre companies after being inspired by small world theatre [1]. Those puppets led to a session where we all created puppets out of plastic that everyone had collected and brought in. So without that research task, and without that first group making some puppets then there is a high chance that we wouldn’t have had any puppets in our show.

In task 2, my main point was about the education of the audience. For example I wrote about how we were going to be showing the audience about the effects of plastic pollution and how bad it is, and after one of our shows we had an audience member ask the cast if they’d ever thrown plastic into the sea; which shows that the audience definitely thought about where their and our plastic goes.
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I also wrote about how we would be encouraging people to change behaviours regarding plastic and in the show we had a dirty yogurt pot that could have been recycled if only it had been washed out; I think this was a good way of showing people how they can make a difference and in fact my housemate has told me that she now makes sure to rinse out all her yogurt pots before putting them for recycling.

Overall I think the thing that had the biggest impact on the realisation of our show was the research we did for task 1 because even if we didn’t use some of the aspects or information, we took a lot from the ideas that were brought up. I personally found as a design and production student, the main area of this module where I had a say in the show was through the research and the presentation of that research.


[1] http://smallworld.org.uk/ 

