Chapter Three: Research Methodology
It is paramount to identify the first objective of the prevalence of domestic abuse in England and Wales and to identify the needs of victims. The second objective regarding the many gaps in current legislation relating to protection methods currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse which has been investigated in the previous chapter. However, a further example of this would be that according to the Middle Eastern Women & Society Organisation (2023) the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 does not offer protection for migrant women that suffer domestic abuse or the power to punish their abuser. The charity conveys that 92% of domestic abuse victims who are immigrants are threatened with deportation by their abusers and refuse to report their case to the police in fear that they will be treated as criminals due to insecure immigration status. It was found in a report that police made 537 referrals of cases involving domestic abuse victims between April 2020 to March 2023 who were immigrants to Homeland security as they were prioritised as criminals instead of victims (Domestic Abuse Commissioner, 2023). Another gap in legislation is that there are remedies available for abusers to reduce or clear charges against them. It is reported by Judiciary (2007) that physical and emotional factors including mental illness and the influence of alcohol and drugs can have an impact on sentencing an abuser. Abusers who suffer from mental illness or claim to suffer can also prevent victims from using the law to protect themselves from domestic abuse as seen in the case of Banks v Banks (1999) where a gentleman was refused a non-molestation order. 

The third objective will engage with the public to assess their perception on the protection currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse by UK legislation. The Research Onion will be applied to the research methodology. The Research Onion was created by Saunders et al (2007) to allow a person to methodically describe actions and decisions when composing a research methodology. It is used to examine to relevance and analyse a study to provide validity and reliability of research by working through each layer of the onion (Melnikovas, 2018). 
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The first layer of the onion is the philosophy of the project which is used to describe the reasoning for the purpose of the research. There are different types of research philosophy however, Saunders only refers to three, positivism, interpretivism and pragmatism (Ryan, 2018).  This research will use interpretivism as it reviews social phenomena’s whilst considering cultural factors in the participants everyday environment. This method allows the researcher an insight into the public’s perception and understanding of current protection currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse (Saunders, Tosey, 2013). The researcher can summarise a collection of the publics thoughts to remain subjective and factual.       

An inductive approach will be applied because a theory will be generated from the results of the research rather than adopt a pre-existing theory. The aim will be to see if the public has faith or has doubts regarding legislation to protect victims of domestic abuse. According to Shaffer (1989) the researcher will generalise any underlying patterns from the research and formulate a conclusion. The patterns in the public perception on the protection currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse will be analysed to conclude any patterns that are found. An inductive approach consists mainly of qualitative data to receive the publics input with specific reasoning to their opinions. This raw data will be condensed into a clear evaluation (Thomas, 2006). 

The next layer in the research onion is strategy. This focuses on how the research will be conducted. A survey will be used as it will consist of Quantitative questions which can be used for descriptive research to create a hypothesis. This will be motivated by description research to go into detail and acutely analyse all data found to identify patterns and create a hypothesis (Bccampus, 2023).

The fourth layer of Saunders research onion is choice. This layer defines what data type will be used. In this research a mixed method is used as both quantitative and qualitative questions are used in the research (Baran, 2020). Quantitative research focuses on statistics and high volumes of information (NIHR, 2023). It is used predominantly because it is quick and easy. Asking participants, during the primary research, quantitative questions will present an average on public perception on the protection methods currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse. Busetto, Wick, Gumbinger (2020) write that qualitative research focuses on words rather than numbers, primarily targets the why. Pathak, Jena and Kalra (2013) convey that the central point of qualitative research is understanding the research in depth from a humanistic view. Both data collection methods will aid the research as it will not only be number driven but also an explanation for a participant’s answers, which will explain why the public have a particular view on the protection methods currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse. 

The next layer is time. Marhaben et al (2012) states that creating a timeline will structure the process of conducting research by giving small goals to aim for, making the project seem more manageable. Working on small aims allows a person to write quality content consistently till the end of the research. research with long time horizons prioritized goals and short-term horizons make accomplishing small goals more manageable by breaking them up allowing more precise work to be done (Rolison, Hanoch and Wood, 2017). Using a cross sectional time horizon is used during this research as information is gathered either from a short time period of one specific time point. 

The last layer is the centre of the research onion, stated by Saunders et al (2015) is the techniques for data collection, the processes and analysis of the research. The techniques for the data collection will be a survey with qualitative and quantitative questions. There are great benefits to using a survey as it allows a large population to take part to gain as many statistics as possible (Jones, Baxter and Khanduja, 2013). The findings will guide the research part of the project on showing the perception of the public’s view on the protection of victims of domestic abuse (Wasti et al, 2022). Using a questionnaire is very beneficial according to Cleave (2023) as it is low cost, quick and gives participants flexibility when participating in the questionnaire. Appropriate wording that will not confuse the respondents will be used to not cause confusion and will be easy to complete (Choi and Pak, 2005). Thematic analysis will be used as it is a method that correlates and analyses patterns in the data from the research (Braun and Clarke, 2012). Primary research will be used for data collection as Driscoll (2011) exclaims it is first hand research which will aid the writer in the overall research. 

Reliability and validity are a part of the central point in the research onion. These are important factors to prove that the research is reliable and that if another person were to carry it out, the results would be similar. The use of random sampling ensures a large sample is formed, Andrade (2020) conveys that this method allows for more accurate and concise results. The survey will be made on google docs and will be sourced from social media to gain a large range of participants of different ages (over the age of 18), ethnicities and genders to create unbiased results (Delbosc, 2023). 

The limitations of this primary research is that participants may rush the questionnaire or answer based on what they think the answers should be and not what they really think, this would be collecting false facts (Murdoc et al, 2014). Confidentiality and informed consent are the main ethical issues. Participants personal information will not be disclosed in any of the research and only their answers to the questions will be included and evaluated. Having informed consent is vital as the participants must know that their opinions will be anonymously published within the dissertation (Kelley et al, 2003). Participants also have the right to withdraw from the survey at any time. This research will follow the research ethics & integrity code of practice (2022) by maintain integrity and high standards throughout the research and to remain professional. This research will also meet the conditions of the Data Protections Act 2018 and the General Data Protection Regulation 2018.

This methodology has reported the data collection methods and investigation methods that have been used. The research onion model was used to provide a structure to appropriately carry out and collect data for analyse (Zefeiti and Mohamad, 2015).  






References 

Data Protections Act 2018

General Data Protection Regulation 2018.

Andrade, C. (2020) ‘Sample Size and its Importance in Research’, Indian journal of psychological medicine, 42(1), pp. 102–103. Available at: https://doi.org/10.4103/IJPSYM.IJPSYM_504_19. (Accessed: 17th October 2023). 

Baran, M. (2020) Applied social science approaches to mixed methods research. Edited by M. Baran and J.E. Jones. Hershey, Pennsylvania: IGI Global. Available at: https://doi.org/10.4018/978-1-7998-1025-4. (Accessed: 4th February 2024)

Bccampus (2023) 'Research methods for the social sciences: An introduction. 3.2 Exploration, Description, Explanation. Available at: https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/jibcresearchmethods/chapter/3-2-exploration-description-explanation/#:~:text=Market%20researchers%20rely%20on%20descriptive,is%20what%20you%20are%20doing. (Accessed: 7th February 2024).

Braun, V. and Clarke, V. (2012) 'Thematic analysis' Washington, DC, US: American Psychological Association, pp. 57-71. Available:  https://doi.org/10.1037/13620-004 (Accessed: 6th February 2024). 

Busetto, L., Wick, W. & Gumbinger, C. (2020) ‘How to use and assess qualitative research methods’. Neurological Research and Practice 2, 14, Available at: https://doi.org/10.1186/s42466-020-00059-z (Accessed: 7th February 2024).

Choi, B. C., & Pak, A. W. (2005). ‘A catalog of biases in questionnaires’. Preventing chronic disease, 2(1), A13. Available: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1323316/. (Accessed: 6th February 2024)

Cleave, P. (2023) Advantages of Questionnaires in Online Research. Available at: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/blog/advantages-of-questionnaires-in-online-research (Accessed: 31st October 2023).

content/uploads/JCO/Documents/FJC/domestic-violence-guide-march07.pdf (Accessed: 8th February 2024).

Dana Lynn Driscoll (2011) 'Introduction to primary research: observations, surveys, and interviews ', Writing spaces: Readings on writing, 2, pp. 153-174https://wac.colostate.edu/docs/books/writingspaces2/driscoll--introduction-to-primary-research.pdf. (Accessed: 7th February 2024).

Delbosc, A. (2023) 'There is no such thing as unbiased research – is there anything we can do about that?', Transport Reviews, 43(2), pp. 155-158. doi: 10.1080/01441647.2022.2146939 https://doi.org/10.1080/01441647.2022.2146939. (Accessed: 7th February 2024). 

Domestic Abuse Commissioner (2023) Police report victims of domestic abuse to immigration Enforcement, “empowering abusers”. Available at: https://domesticabusecommissioner.uk/police-report-victims-of-domestic-abuse-to-immigration-enforcement-empowering-abusers/ (Accessed: 9th January 2024).

Jones, T.L., Baxter, M.A.J. and Khanduja, V. (2013) “A quick guide to survey research,” Annals of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, 95(1), pp. 5–7. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1308/003588413X13511609956372. (Accessed: 6th February 2024).

Judiciary (2007) Domestic Violence A Guide to Civil Remedies and Criminal Sanctions. Available: https://www.judiciary.uk/wp
Kelley, K. Clark, B., Brown, V., Sitzia, A. (2003) 'Good practice in the conduct and reporting of survey research', International Journal for Quality in Health Care, 15(3), pp. 261-266 Available at: https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1093/intqhc/mzg031. (Accessed: 12th October 2023). 

Levin, K.A. (2006) “Study design III: Cross-sectional studies,” Evidence-based dentistry, 7(1), pp. 24–25. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1038/sj.ebd.6400375. (Accessed 6th February 2024)

Marhaban, S. et al. (2021) ‘Strategies employed by EFL doctoral candidates in dissertation writing completion’, Studies in English language and education, 8(2), pp. 546–560. Available at: https://doi.org/10.24815/siele.v8i2.17694. (Accessed: 12th October 2023)

Melnikovas, A. (2018) 'Towards an Explicit Research Methodology: Adapting Research Onion Model for Futures Studies', Journal of Future Studies, 23(2), 29-44. Available at : 10.6531/JFS.201812_23(2).0003. (Accessed: 7th February 2024) 
MEWSO (2023) Step up migrant women. Available at: https://www.mewso.org/migrant-women (Accessed: 3rd February 2024).

Murdoch, M. et al. (2014) “Impact of different privacy conditions and incentives on survey response rate, participant representativeness, and disclosure of sensitive information: a randomized controlled trial,” BMC medical research methodology, 14(1), pp. 90–90. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-2288-14-90. (Accessed: 7th February 2024). 

NIHR (2023) Quantitative Research Available at:https://rds-nenc.nihr.ac.uk/how-we-can-help/quantitative-study-design/ (Accessed:7th February 2024).
Pathak, V., Jena, B. and Kalra, S. (2013) “Qualitative research,” Perspectives in clinical research, 4(3), pp. 192–192. Available at: https://doi.org/10.4103/2229-3485.115389. (Accessed” 7th February 2024).

Rolison, J.J., Hanoch, Y. and Wood, S. (2017) 'Saving for the future: Dynamic effects of time horizon', Journal of Behavioral and Experimental Economics, 70, pp. 47-54. doi:10.1016/j.socec.2017.07.006 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S221480431730085X. (Accessed 7th February 2024)

Ryan, G. (2018). Introduction to positivism, interpretivism and critical theory. Nurse Researcher, 25(4), 14–20. Available: https://doi.org/10.7748/nr.2018.e1466. (Accessed: 9th January 2024)

Saunders, Lewis, Thornhill (2007) Research Methods for Business Students 5th Ed. Essex, Prentice Hall.
Saunders, M. & Tosey, P. (2013) The Layers of Research Design. Rapport. (Winter), 58–59. Available from: https://d1wqtxts1xzle7.cloudfront.net/32495174/Research_30_-_Research_Onion_Layers_58-libre.pdf?1391223129=&response-content-disposition=inline%3B+filename%3DThe_Layers_of_Research_Design.pdf&Expires=1707498803&Signature=fVkeFWNTgJNo9tEgiIJG3UDVLQFvTuJwMWNowtAWMhOwmund3hEQD0OWZCEdhpEk8S8nuglj9mM1ZDoQ3KAgz-qZerKIlpIW6JGLQWtDthHbpp8~AwolwweVuhaod0cHbZPKMZZL8KhXjBpkRnNzY7br2HX44XkKnF2m~siIKvZ7cKD81YBPFm-k2hc~2LZnMHDA7YxlnBN9oV65BAlRz7GFEUUj07qd-7Q186h~pLoy0gcexn9z37HNpkjnnDDowqsEMSg2~m7~iLqWvPfYuQnzcsjUcMtAKEfGx1IjG6IVhJ4h9UXYtletYzUxkcqkEaTa4mwGLY~OL6ZIDIFPUQ__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAJLOHF5GGSLRBV4ZA (Accessed: 7th February 2024)
Saunders, M.; Lewis, P; Thornhill, A and Bristow, A (2015). ‘Understanding research philosophy and approaches to theory development. In: Saunders, Mark N. K.; Lewis, Philip and Thornhill, Adrian eds’ .Research Methods for Business Students. Harlow: Pearson Education, pp. 122 161. Available: http://catalogue.pearsoned.co.uk/educator/product/... (Accessed: 6th February 2024)
Shaffer, C. (1989) “A comparison of inductive and deductive approaches to teaching foreign languages,” The Modern language journal (Boulder, Colo.), 73(4), pp. 395–403. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-4781.1989.tb05319.x. (Accessed: 9th January 2024)

Thomas, D.R. (2006) “A General Inductive Approach for Analyzing Qualitative Evaluation Data,” The American journal of evaluation, 27(2), pp. 237–246. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/1098214005283748. (Accessed: 5th February 2024).
Wasti, S. P., Simkhada, P., van Teijlingen, E., Sathian, B. and Banerjee, I. (2022) “The Growing Importance of Mixed-Methods Research in Health ”, Nepal Journal of Epidemiology, 12(1), pp. 1175–1178. doi: 10.3126/nje.v12i1.43633. (Accessed: 31st October 2023)

Zefeiti, S.M.B.A. and Mohamad, N.A. (2015) “Methodological Considerations in Studying Transformational Leadership and its Outcomes,” International Journal of Engineering Business Management, 7(Godište 2015), pp. 10-. Available at: https://doi.org/10.5772/60429. (Accessed: 7th February 2024).
image1.png




